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March 2-14, 2020 
Bear Valley Bible Institute and Bible Land Passage Tours 

Tour Participants: * Sarah Autrey (Littleton, CO) * Sharon Autrey (Cave 
Springs, AR) * Kolton and Katy Ballance (Denver, CO) * Donnie Bates 
(Littleton, CO) * Kevin and Ellen Bearly (Castle Rock, CO) * Chris Carter 
(Lakewood, CO) * Jack Carter (Keenesburg, CO) * Ruth Dunn (Scott City, KS) * 
Gary and Carol Enlow (Kevil, KY) * Roy and Ronda Greenway (Edmond, 
OK) * Randy and Donna Hadfield (Paducah, KY) * Jo Ann Harvey (Bartlett, 
TN) * Tanner Henderson (Lakewood, CO) * Matthew and Haley Hite 
(Littleton, CO) * Melissa Johnson (Aurora, CO) * Kevin and Shanna Lovell 
(Denver, CO) * Dan and Cindy Owen (Paducah, KY) * Tony Rankin 
(Lakewood, CO) * John and Carla Moore (Denver, CO) * Denny Petrillo 
(Littleton, CO) * Michaela Robinson (Denver, CO) *  Edmund and 
Christiana Sarpong * Corey and Melody Sawyers (Littleton, CO) * Tony 
and Melissa Shirley (Glasgow, KY) * Sharri Steele (Scott City, KS) * Michael 
Turner (Denver, CO) * Bart, Laura, Ike, Jet, and Jake Warren (Glasgow, 
KY) * Jason and Lesley Whitley (Paducah, KY) * Eric Winckler (Denver, CO) 
* Craig and Aprile Wisner (Paducah, KY) * Roberto Yrey Jr. (Denver, CO)
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Monday - Tuesday, March 2-3 
Walking Where Paul Walked 

Monday, March 2: Flight departs Denver 6:06 a.m. 
Flight departs JFK - 4:45 p.m. 

Tuesday, March 3: Flight departs Rome 8:15 a.m. 
11:10 a.m. - Flight arrives in Athens 

1:30 p.m. Bus tour begins - Overview of Athens 
5:00 p.m. - Arrive at Hotel 

Dinner 
7:15 - Optional Orientation and Preview 

Overnight at Acropolis Select Hotel 

Parthenon

Agora

Athens from Mars Hill
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Wednesday, March 4 
Knowing God and Making  

Him Known 

Breakfast 
Mars Hill 
Acropolis 

Ancient Agora 
Acropolis Museum 

Dinner 
Overnight in Athens - Acropolis Select Hotel 
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Thursday, March 5 
Corinth - The Church of God 

Breakfast 
Check out of Acropolis Select Hotel 

Corinth Canal 
Corinth 

Corinth Archaeological Museum 
Cenchrea 

Athens 
Dinner 

10:50 p.m. Depart Athens on Aegean Airlines 
12:50 a.m. March 6 - Arrive in Tel Aviv 

Overnight at Ramada Hadera 

Corinth Canal
Corinth
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Friday, March 6 
Sharon Plain, Jezreel Valley, and 

Galilee- On the Crossroads 

Breakfast 
Free Time 

Check out of Ramada Hadera

10:00 a.m. - Depart 

Caesarea National Park 
Lunch at Nazareth church of Christ 

Nazareth Village 
Mount Precipice 

6:15 p.m. Arrive at Hotel 
Dinner 

Overnight in Galilee - Nof Ginosar Kibbutz Hotel

Caesarea

Nazareth Village



�7

Saturday, March 7 
Huleh Basin and Golan/Bashan - 

Culture Wars 
Shoreline Devotional - Sea of Galilee 

Breakfast 
Tel Hazor 
Tel Dan 
Lunch 

Caesarea Philippi (Panias) 
Bethsaida 

Jordan River Overlook 
Magdala Archaeological Park 

Dinner 
Orientation and Preview (optional) 

Overnight in Galilee - Nof Ginosar Kibbutz Hotel

Caesarea Philippi

Tel Dan
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Sunday, March 8 
Sea of Galilee: In the Steps of Jesus 

- His Power and Majesty 

Breakfast 
Mount Arbel 

Nof Ginosar Museum 
Boat on Sea of Galilee 

Chorazim Archaeological Park 
Capernaum 

Worship at Capernaum  
Dinner 

Orientation and Preview (optional) 
Overnight in Galilee - Nof Ginosar Kibbutz Hotel

Chorazim

Mt. Arbel

Sea of Galilee sunset



�9

Monday, March 9 
Harod Valley and  
Judean Wilderness 

Breakfast 
Check out of Nof Ginosar Kibbutz Hotel 

Tel Jezreel 
Beth She’an National Park / Scythopolis 

Jericho 
Wadi Qelt Overlook 
Jerusalem Overlook 

Dinner 
Overnight in Jerusalem - Leonardo Jerusalem

Jericho

Jezreel Valley

Beth She’an/ 
Scythopolis



�10

Tuesday, March 10 
Judean Mountains - Of Kings and 

Tyrants: Overcoming Evil 

Breakfast 
Herodium 

Yad Vashem Holocaust Museum 
City of David 

Hezekiah’s Tunnel 
Israel Museum (remains open until 9 p.m. for those 

wishing to stay longer) 
Dinner 

Orientation and Preview (Optional) 
Overnight in Jerusalem - Leonardo Jerusalem

Hezekiah’s Tunnel

Herodium
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Wednesday, March 11 
Jerusalem - In the Steps of Jesus: 

The Cup of God’s Wrath 

Breakfast 
Mount of Olives 

Walk to Dominus Flevit and Gethsemane 
Bethesda Pool / St. Anne’s Church 

Via Dolorosa, Cardo, Jewish Quarter 
Davidson Center Archaeological Park 

Southern Steps 
Western Wall / Western Wall Tunnels 

Dinner 
Orientation and Preview (Optional) 

Overnight in Jerusalem - Leonardo Jerusalem

Western Wall

View of Jerusalem from the Mount of Olives
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Thursday, March 12 
Free Day! 

This will be a great day for shopping or visiting other places in the city such as the tradi-
tional sites for the Upper Room, Caiaphas’ House, Oskar Schindler’s gravesite, the Eastern 
Gate, the Rampart’s Walk, the Temple Institute, the Wohl Museum, Hezekiah’s Broad Wall, 

the Temple Mount, or many other historically and culturally interesting and significant 
places. Or, you can make the trek down to Masada. It will be a special day of adventure, or 

rest and relaxation.  
7:00 Optional Preview and Orientation 

7:30 p.m. Optional night visit to the Western Wall 
Overnight in Jerusalem (Leonardo Jerusalem) 

Visit the Israel Museum where you’ll see 
fascinating artifacts like these items 
found at Masada - yes, that’s a chin braid!

Walk around the top edge of the old city walls 
on the Rampart’s Walk - see fantastic views!

Shop in the various quarters of the old city!
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Wander the alleys of the Shuk marketplace and 
bargain for treasures and eat some authentic 
Mediterranean food!

Go deep into Zedekiah’s  
cave under the old city!

Stand in the rotunda at the Hurvah synagogue 
and observe classes and traditional prayers

See the spectacular sight of the Western 
Wall at night!

Explore various mikvaot near the 
Western Wall
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Friday, March 13 
(morning) Shephelah - Lessons From 

the Old Testament 
(afternoon) Jerusalem: In the Steps of 
Jesus - News that Changed the World 

Breakfast 
Early departure from Hotel 

Walk to Emmaus 
Bathroom Break and Coffee 

Explore Tel Beth Shemesh or Tel Azekah 
Elah Valley 

Nebi Samuel National Park 
(Mid Day Hotel Stop) 

Citadel and Tower of David 
Hidden Gate 

Church of the Holy Sepulcher 
Garden Tomb 

Farewell Dinner 
Rest and Preparation for very early morning departure to airport 

1:30 a.m. (March 14) Check out and depart hotel 
5:15 a.m. (March 14) Alitalia Flight 809

Church of the Holy Sepulcher
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BACKGROUND AND NAME: 
The word “Greek”, comes from the latin Graecus which in turn comes from Grekos (in Greek ΓΡΑΙΚΟΣ). The Gre-
ki (in Greek ΓΡΑΙΚΟΙ) where a Hellenic tribe from Viotia, a region in central Greece north of Athens. The 
Greki colonised south Italy in the 8th century BC. Greece is also known in Greek as Hellas or Ellada.  It 
turns out that both "Greece" and "Hellas" have Greek roots, but "Greece" was adopted by the Romans 
(as the Latin word "Graecus"), and later adopted into English, according to the Oxford English Dictionary. 
The OED says Aristotle uses "Graiko" as the name for the first inhabitants of the region.


LOCATION AND GEOGRAPHY:

Mainland Greece is a large peninsula surrounded on three sides by the Mediterranean Sea (branching 
into the Ionian Sea in the west and the Aegean Sea in the east) which also comprises the islands known 
as the Cyclades and the Dodecanese (including Rhodes), the Ionian islands (including Corcyra), the isle 
of Crete, and the southern peninsula known as the Peloponnese.


The geography of Greece greatly influenced the culture in that, with few natural resources and surround-
ed by water, the people eventually took to the sea for their livelihood. Mountains cover 80 percent of 
Greece and only small rivers run through a rocky landscape which, for the most part, provides little en-
couragement for agriculture. Consequently, the early ancient Greeks colonized neighboring islands and 
founded settlements along the coast of Anatolia (also known as Asia Minor, modern-day Turkey). The 
Greeks became skilled seafaring people and traders who, possessing an abundance of raw materials for 
construction in stone, and great skill, built some of the most impressive structures in the ancient world. 


HISTORY: 
Ancient Greece is the birthplace of Western philosophy (Socrates, Plato, and Aristotle), literature (Homer 
and Hesiod), mathematics (Pythagoras and Euclid), history (Herodotus), drama (Sophocles, Euripides, 
and Aristophanes), the Olympic Games, and democracy. The concept of an atomic universe was first 

posited in Greece through the work of Democritus 
and Leucippus. The process of today's scientific 
method was first introduced through the work of 
Thales of Miletus and those who followed him. The 
Latin alphabet also comes from ancient Greece, 
having been introduced to the region during the 
Phoenician colonization in the 8th century BCE, and 
early work in physics and engineering was pio-
neered by Archimedes, of the Greek colony of Syra-
cuse, among others.


The Neolithic Age (c. 6000 - c. 2900 BCE) is char-
acterized by permanent settlements (primarily in 
northern Greece), domestication of animals, and the 
further development of agriculture. Archaeological 
finds in northern Greece (Thessaly, Macedonia, and 
Sesklo, among others) suggest a migration from 

Passage Guidepost: 
GREECE
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Anatolia in that the ceramic cups and bowls and figures found there share qualities distinctive to Neolithic 
finds in Anatolia. These inland settlers were primarily farmers, as northern Greece was more conducive to 
agriculture than elsewhere in the region, and lived in one-room stone houses with a roof of timber and 
clay daubing. 


The Cycladic Civilization (c. 3200-1100 BCE) flourished in the islands of the Aegean Sea (including De-
los, Naxos, and Paros) and provides the earliest evidence of continual human habitation in that region. 
During the Cycladic Period, houses and temples were built of finished stone and the people made their 
living through fishing and trade.

 

The Minoan Civilization (2700-1100 BCE) developed on the island of Crete, and rapidly became the 
dominant sea power in the region. The term 'Minoan' was coined by the archaeologist Sir Arthur Evans, 
who uncovered the Minoan palace of Knossos in 1900 CE and named the culture for the ancient Cretan 
king Minos. The name by which the people knew themselves is not known. The Minoan Civilization was 
thriving, as the Cycladic Civilization seems to have been, long before the accepted modern dates which 
mark its existence and probably earlier than 6000 BCE. The eruption of the volcano on the nearby island 
of Thera (modern-day Santorini) between 1650 and 1550 BCE and the resulting tsunami is acknowledged 
as the final cause for the fall of the Minoans. The isle of Crete was deluged and the cities and villages de-
stroyed. This event has been frequently cited as Plato's inspiration in creating his myth of Atlantis in his 
dialogues of the Critias and Timaeus. By 1100 BCE, around the time of the Bronze Age Collapse, the 
great Mycenaean cities of southwest Greece were abandoned and, some claim, their civilization de-
stroyed by an invasion of Doric Greeks. Archaeological evidence is inconclusive as to what led to the fall 
of the Mycenaeans. 


Greek Dark Ages (1100 – 800 BCE). It seems clear, however, that after what is known as the Greek Dark 
Ages (approximately 1100-800 BCE, so named because of the absence of written documentation) Greek 
colonization was ongoing in much of Asia Minor, and the islands surrounding mainland Greece and began 
to make significant cultural advances. Beginning in c. 585 BCE the first Greek philosopher, Thales of 
Miletus, was engaged in what, today, would be recognized as scientific inquiry on the Asia Minor coast, 
and this region of Ionian colonies would make significant breakthroughs in Greek philosophy and mathe-
matics.


The Archaic Period (800-500 BCE) is characterized by the introduction of republics instead of monar-
chies (which, in Athens, moved toward democratic rule) organized as a single city-state or polis, the insti-
tution of laws (Draco’s reforms in Athens), the great Panathenaic Festival was established, distinctive 
Greek pottery and Greek sculpture were born, and the first coins minted on the island kingdom of Aegina. 


This, then, set the stage for the flourishing of the Classical Period of ancient Greece given as 500-400 
BCE or, more precisely, as 480-323 BCE, from the Greek victory at the Battle of Salamis to the death of 
Alexander the Great. This was the Golden Age of Athens, when Pericles initiated the building of the 
Acropolis and spoke his famous eulogy for the men who died defending Greece at the Battle of Marathon 
in 490 BCE. Greece reached the heights in almost every area of human learning during this time and the 
great thinkers and artists of antiquity (Phidias, Plato, Aristophanes, to mention only three) flourished. 
Leonidas and his 300 Spartans fell at Thermopylae and, the same year (480 BCE), Themistocles won vic-
tory over the superior Persian naval fleet at Salamis leading to the final defeat of the Persians at the Bat-
tle of Plataea in 479 BCE.


Democracy (literally Demos = people and Kratos = power, so power of the people) was established in 
Athens allowing all male citizens over the age of twenty a voice in the Greek government. The Pre-So-
cratic philosophers, following Thales' lead, initiated what would become the scientific method in explor-
ing natural phenomena. Men like Anaximander, Anaximenes, Pythagoras, Democritus, Xenophanes, and 
Heraclitus abandoned the theistic model of the universe and strove to uncover the underlying, first cause 
of life and the universe.


Their successors, among whom were Euclid and Archimedes, continued to advance Greek science and 
philosophical inquiry and further established mathematics as a serious discipline. The example of 
Socrates and the writings of Plato and Aristotle after him have influenced western culture and society for 



�17

over two thousand years. This period also saw advances in architecture and art with a movement away 
from the ideal to the realistic. Famous works of Greek sculpture such as the Parthenon Marbles and 
Discobolos (the discus thrower) date 
from this time and epitomize the 
artist's interest in depicting human 
emotion, beauty, and accomplish-
ment realistically, even if those quali-
ties are presented in works featuring 
immortals.


All of these developments in culture 
were made possible by the ascent of 
Athens following the victory over the 
Persians in 480 BCE. The peace and 
prosperity which followed the Persian 
defeat provided the finances and sta-
bility for culture to flourish. Athens 
became the superpower of the day 
and, with the most powerful navy, 
was able to demand tribute from oth-
er city-states and enforce its wishes. 
Athens formed the Delian League, a 
defensive alliance whose stated pur-
pose was to deter the Persians from 
further hostilities.


The city-state of Sparta, however, doubted Athenian sincerity and formed their own association for 
protection against their enemies, the Peloponnesian League (so named for the Peloponnese region 
where Sparta and the others were located). The city-states which sided with Sparta increasingly per-
ceived Athens as a bully and a tyrant, while those cities which sided with Athens viewed Sparta and its 
allies with growing distrust. The tension between these two parties eventually erupted in what has be-
come known as the Peloponnesian Wars. The first conflict (c. 460-445 BCE) ended in a truce and con-
tinued prosperity for both parties while the second (431-404 BCE) left Athens in ruins and Sparta, the 
victor, bankrupt after her protracted war with Thebes.


This time is generally referred to as the Late Classical Period (c. 400-330 BCE). The power vacuum left 
by the fall of these two cities was filled by Philip II of Macedon (382-336 BCE) after his victory over the 
Athenian forces and their allies at the Battle of Chaeronea in 338 BCE. Philip united the Greek city-
states under Macedonian rule and, upon his assassination in 336 BCE, his son Alexander assumed the 
throne.


Alexander the Great (356-323 BCE) carried on his father's plans for a full scale invasion of Persia in re-
taliation for their invasion of Greece in 480 BCE. As he had almost the whole of Greece under his 
command, a standing army of considerable size and strength, and a full treasury, Alexander did not 
need to bother with allies nor with consulting anyone regarding his plan for invasion and so led his 
army into Egypt, across Asia Minor, through Persia, and finally to India. Tutored in his youth by Plato’s 
great student Aristotle, Alexander would spread the ideals of Greek civilization through his conquests 
and, in so doing, transmitted Greek art, philosophy, culture, and language to every region he came in 
contact with.


In 323 BCE Alexander died and his vast empire was divided between four of his generals. This initiated 
what has come to be known to historians as the Hellenistic Period (323-31 BCE) during which Greek 
thought and culture became dominant in the various regions under these generals' influence. After the 
wars of the Diadochi ('the successors' as Alexander's generals came to be known), Antigonus I estab-
lished the Antigonid Dynasty in Greece which he then lost. It was regained by his grandson, Antigonus 
II Gonatus, by 276 BCE who ruled the country from his palace at Macedon.
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The Roman Republic became increasingly involved in the affairs of Greece during this time and, in 
168 BCE, defeated Macedon at the Battle of Pydna. After this date, Greece steadily came under the 
influence of Rome. In 146 BCE, the region was designated a Protectorate of Rome and Romans 
began to emulate Greek fashion, philosophy and, to a certain extent, sensibilities. In 31 BCE Octa-
vian Caesar annexed the country as a province of Rome following his victory over Mark Antony and 
Cleopatra at the Battle of Actium. Octavian became Augustus Caesar and Greece a part of the Ro-
man Empire.


GREEK MYTHOLOGY 
Greek mythology provided for many Greeks a solid par-
adigm of the creation of the universe, the world, and 
human beings. An early myth relates how, in the begin-
ning, there was nothing but chaos in the form of unend-
ing waters. From this chaos came the goddess Eu-
rynome who separated the water from the air and began 
her dance of creation with the serpent Ophion. From 
their dance, all of creation sprang and Eurynome was, 
originally, the Great Mother Goddess and Creator of All 
Things.  By the time Hesiod and Homer were writing 
(8th century BCE), this story had changed into the more 
familiar myth concerning the titans, Zeus' war against 
them, and the birth of the Olympian gods with Zeus as 
their chief. This shift indicates a movement from a ma-
triarchal religion to a patriarchal paradigm. Whichever 
model was followed, however, the gods clearly interact-
ed regularly with the humans who worshipped them and 
were a large part of daily life in ancient Greece. Prior to 
the coming of the Romans, the only road in mainland 
Greece that was not a cow path was the Sacred Way 
which ran between the city of Athens and the holy city 
of Eleusis, the birthplace of the Eleusinian Mysteries 
celebrating the goddess Demeter and her daughter 
Persephone.

The Wars between the Titans and Olympians 
The Titanomachy is a series of wars in Greek mythology. These wars took place in Thessaly, and 
were also called the War of the Titans, the Battle of the TITANS, the Battle of the gods or just the 
Titan War. These wars were between the Titans, the older gods, and the OLYMPIANS, a newer gen-
eration of gods. The Titans ruled Mount Othrys, and the Olympians would rule Mount Olympus. The 
Titans and the Olympians fought to decide who would rule the universe. In the end, the Olympians 
who were led by ZEUS won.

There were several poems about the war between the gods during the Classical Greek Age. Only 
one poem has survived. It is called the THEOGONY and is said to be written by Hesiod. The Titans 
and Olympians are mentioned in many other poems, particularly those of Orpheus.

Before the war started the Titans were in power, and Uranus was in charge of the universe. Uranus 
made his wife, Gaea angry because he locked up some of her children. These children were the 
Cyclopes and the Hecatonchires. He locked them up in the Tartarus, which was a prison deep be-
low the earth. Gaea was very mad that Uranus had locked up her children, so she made them a gi-
ant weapon and told them to castrate their father. CRONUS was the only child that would do as his 
mother told him. So Cronus and his mother made a plan to overthrow Uranus.

The plan worked, and when Uranus was castrated his blood fell to earth and into the sea. From this 
blood, several sets of children were born. The Gigantes, the Erinyes, and the Meliae were all made 
from Uranus’ blood that fell to the earth. Aphrodite was born from Uranus’ blood that fell into the 
sea.

Cronus, with his mother’s help, managed to overthrow his father, Uranus. But Uranus made a pre-
diction that Cronus would be overthrown by his sons. Because Cronus was afraid of losing the 
kingdom, he made the same mistakes his father did and turned into a terrible, angry king and did 

https://greekgodsandgoddesses.net/olympians/
https://greekgodsandgoddesses.net/olympians/
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lots of horrible things to stay in power. He put his brothers back into prison and ate his children, just to 
keep them from overthrowing him. But Rhea, his wife, managed to fool Cronus and keep one of his 
children safe. This child was named Zeus. Rhea hid him away in a cave on the island of Crete so he 
would be safe. On the island, Zeus was raised by a goat, named Amalthea.

Once Zeus grew up, he went to his father’s mountain and served him as a cupbearer. His father did 
not know that Zeus was his son. A Titan goddess named Metis helped Zeus fool his father into drink-
ing a mixture of mustard in his wine. This caused Cronus to feel sick, and he threw up all of his chil-
dren that he had eaten, one by one. Once Cronus had expelled all of Zeus’ brothers and sisters, Zeus 
talked them into rebelling against Cronus, their father.

This is what started the Titanomachy, or the Titan’s War. Zeus and his brothers and sisters rebelled 
against his father, Cronus. Zeus set the CYCLOPES and the Hecatonchires free from their under-
ground prison and convinced them to join the rebellion against Cronus too. Remember, Cronus had 
been the one who locked up his siblings, so they agreed to join Zeus. The Hecatonchires used rocks 
as weapons, and the Cyclopes made Zeus’ thunderbolts. Together they also made POSEIDON’s tri-
dent and HADES‘ helm of darkness.


The only Titians (the older generation) to fight 
with Zeus were Themis and Prometheus. 
This war lasted ten years. ATLAS was a ma-
jor leader on the side of the Titans and 
Cronus. After the war was over, Zeus impris-
oned all of the Titans, except for Themis and 
Prometheus who fought for him. These Ti-
tans were imprisoned in the earth the same 
way that Cronus, Hecatonchires and the Cy-
clopes once were. Hecatonchires guarded 
the Titans in their prison. Because Atlas was 
such an important fighter for the opposition, 
Zeus gave him the special punishment of 
holding up the world.


After the Titans’ War Zeus and his brothers, 
Hades and Poseidon decided to divide the 
universe into three parts. They drew straws 
to see who would rule over which part. Zeus 
drew the longest straw, so he was given the 
title of king of the sky. This also meant that he 

was the head of mortals and all the gods, too. Poseidon got the middle straw, so he became king of 
the sea. Hades drew the shortest straw, so he became the ruler of the Underworld.

 
The Underworld is also known as the realm of the dead. There are some differently told versions of the 
Titanomachy, one of which says that Zeus eventually let the Titans go free. Once Zeus had reign over 
the earth, he decided to ask Prometheus and Themis to create man and animals to populate the earth 
as a new generation of mortal beings. Themis created animals, and Prometheus was given the job of 
creating man. Themis took his job very seriously and finished all of the animals before Prometheus 
had even decided what gifts to give mankind. By the time Prometheus was ready to give mankind the 
gifts, Themis had already used them all on the animals!


Prometheus was so angry that he stole the godly fire back from Zeus, and gave it to man. Zeus was 
so angry that he chained Prometheus to a mountain forever. Zeus was still so angry that he wanted to 
punish mankind. He did this by creating a beautiful woman, named Pandora. Pandora was given a box 
with a little bit of each of the gods’ powers. Pandora then married, and lived a very happy life, until 
one day she got very curious. Pandora and her husband decided to open the box.


When they opened this box, all the evils of the world came spilling out. According to Greek mythology, 
this is where we get pride, envy, greed, pain, suffering and anything bad. Pandora and her husband 
managed to close the box before every horror escaped. They only opened it one more time because 
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the box whispered that it had hope inside, and wanted to let it out. They did open the box then, and 
hope was released for all of mankind.


Homer’s Iliad and Odyssey.   
In the 8th Century B.C. Homer, the legendary author and poet, wrote the Iliad and the Odyssey, two epic 
poems that are the central works of ancient Greek literature. The Iliad is set during the Trojan War, the 
ten-year siege of the city of Troy by a coalition of Greek kingdoms. Homer Knew how to convey the 
highest Greek ideals and his work became a sort of text book for every Greek person. It became the 
standard by which Greek life and culture was to be measured.  The Illiad and Odyessy, mythical tales of 
the Trojan war, would inspire generations of soldiers. Achilles the warrior and Odysseus the Explorer 
were mythical inspirations for the Greeks, and models to which they aspired.    

For Greeks the formation of an identity is important - in contradistinction to the barbarians  (those who 
do not speak Greek). The Trojan War was like a clash of civilizations between the Greeks (the true civi-
lization) and the Barbarians. 


The Iliad opens at the end of the war as King Agamemnon lays siege to Troy: His greatest weapon is 
Achilles, the son of a human father and an immortal Nymph. He was the embodiment of a Greek warrior. 
He was a demi-god; a son of a goddess and mortal. His father was Peleus, king of the Myrmidons, and 
his mother was Thetis, a sea nymph. So Achilles is almost immortal. When he was born his mother 
plunged him into the river Styx and held him by the heel, and this part stayed mortal and became his 
weakness.   

 

For much of the war against Troy, Achilles refuses to fight, bickering with King Agamemnon.  His great 
friend Trophiumus dies in battle wearing his armor. He is killed by Hector, the prince of Troy. Achilles is 
furious and wants his revenge and ultimately kills Hector and desecrates his body.  Achilles is in Greek 
history an example for many including Alexander Great and Roman emperors.  He was the incarnation of 
courage, virtue and heroism. 

Homer’s second great work the Odyssey, takes place just after the Trojan War. The king of Ithaca, 
Odysseus journeys home from Troy to his wife Penelope. After years at sea encountering strange lands, 
peoples and gods, he returns to his great love.   He becomes the archetype for a Greek explorer and ad-
venturer.   


ATHENS:

The city of Athens, Greece, 
with its famous Acropolis, 
has come to symbolize the 
whole of the country in the 
popular imagination, and 
not without cause. Athens 
began as a small, Myce-
naen community and grew 
to become a city that, at its 
height, epitomized the best 
of Greek virtues and en-
joyed such prestige that 
the Spartans refused to 
sack the city or enslave the 
citizens, even after Athens' defeat in the Peloponnesian War. This set a model that would be followed by 
future conquerors who would defeat Athens but not destroy it.


Early Settlement 
Evidence of human habitation on the Acropolis and, below, in the area around the Agora, dates back 
clearly as far as 5000 BCE. According to legend, the Athenian King Cecrops named the city after himself 
but the gods, seeing how beautiful it was, felt it deserved an immortal name. A contest was held among 
the gods on the Acropolis, with Cecrops and the citizenry looking on, to determine which deity would 
win the honor. Poseidon struck a rock with his trident and, as water gushed forth, he assured the people 
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that now they would never suffer drought. Athena was next in line and dropped a seed into the earth 
which sprouted swiftly as an olive tree. The people thought the olive tree more valuable than the water (as, 
according to some versions of the story, the water was salty, as was Poseidon's realm) and Athena was 
chosen as patron and the city named for her. 

In c. 1200 BCE the Sea Peoples invaded the Greek archipelago of the Aegean from the south while, simul-
taneously, the Dorians came down from the north into mainland Greece. While the Sea Peoples made def-
inite incursions into Attica (the mainland region surrounding Athens) the Dorians by-passed the city, allow-
ing the Mycenaean culture to survive (although, like the rest of Greece, there seems to have been an eco-
nomic and cultural downturn following these invasions). The Athenians, afterward, claimed for themselves 
a special status in that they spoke Ionian, instead of Doric, Greek and held to customs they felt were su-
perior to their neighbors.


Athenian Government & Laws 

The wealthy aristocrats held control of both the land and the government and, in time, poorer land owners 
became enslaved (or nearly so) through debt to the more wealthy. Further, there was a perceived lack of 
consistency among the other laws of the city. The first series of laws written to address these problems 
were provided by the statesman Draco (also known as Dracon/Drakon) in c. 621 BCE but were considered 
too severe (the penalty for most infractions was death), and so the great lawgiver Solon was called upon 
to modify and revise them. Solon, though an aristocrat himself, created a series of laws which equalized 
the political power of the citizenry and, in so doing, laid the groundwork for democracy in Athens in 594 
BCE. After Solon resigned from public office various factional leaders sought to seize power and the ulti-
mate victor, Peisistratos, recognized the value of Solon's revisions and kept them, in a modified form, 
throughout his reign as a benevolent tyrant. His son, Hippias, continued his policies until his younger 
brother, Hipparkhos, was assassinated over a love affair in 514 BCE. After this Hippias instituted a reign of 
terror which finally culminated in the overthrow of the Peisistratid tyranny in the Athenian Revolt of 510 
BCE (backed by Sparta and lead by the Spartan Kleomenes). In the aftermath of the coup, and after set-
tling affairs with Spartan factions such as Isagoras's bid for power, Cleisthenes was appointed to reform 
the government and the laws and, in 507 BCE, he instituted a new form of government which today is 
recognized as Democracy. According to the historian Waterfield, "The pride that followed from wide-
spread involvement in public life gave Athenians the energy to develop their city both internally and in re-
lation to their neighbors". This new form of government would provide the stability necessary to make 
Athens the cultural and intellectual center of the ancient world; a reputation which lasts even into the 
modern age.


The Golden Age 

Even so, under Pericles, Athens entered her golden age and great thinkers, writers, and artists flourished 
in the city. Herodotus, the “father of history”, lived and wrote in Athens. Socrates, the “father of philoso-
phy”, taught in the marketplace. Hippocrates, “the father of medicine”, practiced there. The 
sculptor Phidias created his great works for the Parthenon on the Acropolis and 
the Temple of Zeus at Olympia. Democritus envisioned an atomic universe. Aeschylus, Euripedes, Aristo-
phanes, and Sophocles wrote their famous plays and Pindar his Odes. This legacy would continue as, lat-
er, Plato would found his Academy outside the walls of Athens in 385 BCE and, later, Aristotle's Lyceum 
would be founded in the city centre. 


The might of the Athenian Empire encouraged an arrogance in the policy makers of the day which grew 
intolerable to her neighbors. When Athens sent troops to help Sparta put down a Helot rebellion, the 
Spartans refused the gesture and sent the Athenian force back home in dishonor, thus provoking the war 
which had long been brewing. Later, when Athens sent their fleet to help defend its ally Cocyra (Corfu) 
against a Corinthian invasion during the Battle of Sybota in 433 BCE, their action was interpreted by Spar-
ta as aggression instead of assistance, as Corinth was an ally of Sparta.


The Peloponnesian War (431-404 BCE) between Athens and Sparta (though involving, directly or indirect-
ly, all of Greece) ended in disaster for Athens after her defeat. Her empire and her wealth gone, her walls 
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destroyed, only her reputation as a great seat of learning and culture prevented the sack of the city and 
the enslavement of the populace. Athens struggled to throw off her condition as a subject state, and with 
some success, until they were defeated in 338 BCE by the Macedonian forces under Philip II at 
Chaeronea. Athens was then subject to Macedonian rule until their defeat by the Romans in 197 BCE.

 

Acropolis 

An 'acropolis' is any citadel or complex built 
on a high hill. The name derives from the 
Greek akro, high or extreme/extremity or 
edge, and polis, city, translated as 'high city', 
'city on the edge' or 'city in the air', the most 
famous being the Acropolis of Athens, 
Greece, built in the 5th century BCE. Though 
the word is Greek in origin, it has come to 
designate any such structure built on a high 
elevation anywhere in the world.


The Acropolis of Athens was planned and 
construction was begun under the guidance 
of the great general and statesman Pericles 
of Athens. Over two years of detailed plan-
ning went into the specifications and con-
tracting the labour for the Parthenon alone, 
and the first stone was laid on 28 July 447 
BCE, during the Panathenaic festival. Wish-
ing to create a lasting monument which 
would both honour the goddess Athena (who presided over Athens) and proclaim the glory of the city to 
the world, Pericles spared no expense in the construction of the Acropolis and, especially, the Parthenon, 
hiring the skilled architects Callicrates, Mnesikles, and Iktinos, and the sculptor Phidias (recognised as the 
finest sculptor in the ancient world who created the statue of Zeus at Olympia, one of The Seven Wonders 
of the Ancient World) to work on the project. According to the historian Pedley, “the work…was carried 
out under the supervision of Phidias. In fact, Plutarch says that Phidias was in charge of the whole of Per-
icles’ scheme” (251). Hundreds of artisans, metalworkers, craftspeople, painters, woodcarvers, and literal-
ly thousands of unskilled labourers worked on the Acropolis. Phidias created a gold and ivory statue of 
Athena which stood either in the Parthenon, known as the Temple of Athena Parthenos ('Athena the Virgin' 
in Greek), or in the centre of the Acropolis near the smaller temple of Athena. During the Panathenaic fes-
tival, celebrants would carry a new robe to the ancient wooden cult statue of Athena, housed in the 
Erechtheion.


The Acropolis rises 490 feet (150 metres) into the sky above the city of Athens and has a surface area of 
approximately 7 acres (3 hectares). The site was a natural choice for a fortification and was inhabited at 
least as early as the Mycenaean Period in Greece (1900-1100 BCE) if not earlier. There was already a 
complex built on the hill, and a temple to Athena in progress, which was destroyed by the Persians under 
Xerxes in 480 BCE when they sacked Athens. The later structures, famous today, were built as a testa-
ment to the resilience of the Athenians following the defeat of Xerxes’ forces at the Battle of Salamis (480 
BCE) and to exemplify the glory of the city.


Parthenon 
The magnificent temple on the Acropolis of Athens, known as the Parthenon, was built between 447 and 
432 BCE in the Age of Pericles, and it was dedicated to the city’s patron deity Athena. The temple was 
constructed to house the new cult statue of the goddess by Pheidias and to proclaim to the world the 
success of Athens as leader of the coalition of Greek forces which had defeated the invading Persian 
armies of Darius and Xerxes. The temple would remain in use for more than a thousand years, and despite 
the ravages of time, explosions, looting, and pollution damage, it still dominates the modern city of 
Athens, a magnificent testimony to the glory and renown the city enjoyed throughout antiquity.   


The acropolis itself measures some 300 by 150 metres and is 70 metres high at its maximum. The temple, 
which would sit on the highest part of the acropolis, was designed by the architects Iktinos and Kallikratis, 
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and the project was overseen by the 
sculptor Phidias (Pheidias). Pentelic mar-
ble from the nearby Mt. Pentelicus was 
used for the building, and never before 
had so much marble (22,000 tons)  been 
used in a Greek temple. Pentelic marble 
was known for its pure white appearance 
and fine grain. It also contains traces of 
iron which over time has oxidised, giving 
the marble a soft honey colour, a quality 
particularly evident at sunrise and sunset.


The name Parthenon derives from one of 
Athena’s many epithets: Athena 
Parthenos, meaning Virgin. Parthenon 
means ‘house of Parthenos’ which was 
the name given in the 5th century BCE to 
the chamber inside the temple which 
housed the cult statue. The temple itself 
was known as the mega neos or ‘large 
temple’ or alternatively as Hekatompedos 
neos, which referred to the length of the inner cella: 100 ancient feet. From the 4th century BCE the 
whole building acquired the name Parthenon.


The most important sculpture of the Parthenon though was not outside but inside. There is evidence that 
the temple was built to measure in order to accommodate the chryselephantine statue of Athena by 
Pheidias. This was a gigantic statue over 12 m high and made of carved ivory for flesh parts and gold 
(1140 kilos or 44 talents of it) for everything else, all wrapped around a wooden core. The gold parts 
could also be easily removed if necessary in times of financial necessity. The statue stood on a pedestal 
measuring 4.09 by 8.04 metres. The statue has been lost (it may have been removed in the 5th century 
CE and taken to Constantinople), but smaller Roman copies survive, and they show Athena standing ma-
jestic, fully armed, wearing an aegis with the head of Medusa prominent, holding Nike in her right hand 
and with a shield in her left hand depicting scenes from the Battles of the Amazons and the Giants. A 
large coiled snake resided behind the shield. On her helmet stood a sphinx and two griffins. In front of the 
statue was a large shallow basin of water, which not only added the humidity necessary for the preserva-
tion of the ivory, but also acted as a reflector of light coming through the doorway. 


Agora 

The word 'Agora' (pronounced 'ah-go-RAH’) is Greek for 'open place of assembly’ and, early in the histo-
ry of Greece, designated the area in the city where free-born citizens could gather to hear civic an-
nouncements, muster for military campaigns or discuss politics. Later the Agora defined the open-air, of-
ten tented marketplace of a city (as it still does in Greek) where merchants had their shops and where 
craftsmen made and sold their wares. The original Agora of Athens was located below the Acropolis near 
the building which today is known as The Thesion and open-air markets are still held in that same loca-
tion in the modern day.


Retail traders (known as kapeloi) served as middlemen between the craftsmen and the consumer but 
were largely mistrusted in ancient times as unnecessary parasites (in his Politics Aristotle states that the 
kapeloi served a “kind of exchange which is justly censured; for it is unnatural and a mode by which men 
unfairly gain from one another”). These retail traders were mostly metics (not free-born citizens of the city, 
today known as 'legal aliens') while the craftsmen could be metics, citizens or even freed slaves who had 
become skilled artisans.


During the Classical period of Athenian history, there were various buildings in the Agora that were dedi-
cated to the pursuit of commerce and industry. Several industries, such as pottery and sculpture, were 
highly successful and influential in terms of the quality and styles of objects produced, and became the 
cornerstone of Athenian commerce.
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The South Stoa was a likely gathering place for officials groups of men that had such duties as manag-
ing the official weights and measures, among other daily operations of Athens. Near the South Stoa 
stood the official Athenian Mint, where Athenian coinage was manufactured.


In addition to the official Athenian commercial buildings in the Agora, there were several privately 
owned businesses. There were potter's shops, barbers, forges, sculptor's studios, cobblers, wine 
shops, and many other businesses run by private citizens.


By the end of the 5th century BCE, Athens had suffered greatly as a result of the Peloponnesian Wars 
against Sparta. The polis struggled to recover and rebuild citywide, and, unfortunately, building in the 
Agora was largely disregarded until the middle of the 4th century BCE.


Mars Hill/Areopagus 
Northwest of the city of Athens, Greece, is a small hill 
covered in stone seats. This area was once used as a 
forum for the rulers of Athens to hold trials, debate, and 
discuss important matters. This location was called Are-
opagus, a combination of the Greek words for “god of 
war” and “stone”: the Areopagus is literally “Ares’ 
Rock.” The equivalent to Ares in Roman mythology is 
Mars. By the time of Paul and the early Christian church, 
this location was under Roman control, so the spot was 
known as Mars Hill.


The older Greek term, Areopagus was still used in Paul’s 
day, mostly in reference to the council that met there. 
When Paul gave his famous address on Mars Hill, one 
could say this occurred both “at” the Areopagus and “in 
front of” the Areopagus. For the most part, however, the 
term Areopagus as used in Acts chapter 17 refers to the 
group of Athenian leaders and thinkers who met on the 
hill.


The purpose of the Athenian Areopagus was similar to 
that of the Jewish Sanhedrin. Both were groups of re-
spected local men charged with investigating spiritual or 
philosophical ideas. Both groups were composed of dis-
tinct sects holding contrary beliefs in certain areas. Both 
were considered “conservative” in the sense of mostly 
defending the status quo. Both were used somewhat like a court to settle disputes and judge certain 
cases. Unlike the Sanhedrin, however, the Athenian Areopagus was primarily interested in defending a 
Greek concept of “the gods.”


Paul was called to speak to the Areopagus when word of his teaching in Athens began to gain atten-
tion. While this council was involved in criminal trials, prosecution does not seem to have been their 
purpose in speaking with Paul. Rather, Paul was invited to present information that the Athenians saw 
as “new” (Acts 17:21). Whether the entire council was there or not, Paul’s presence there was the result 
of interest, not hostility on their part. Paul used this opportunity before the Areopagus to deliver one of 
the New Testament’s most dynamic moments of evangelism. Speaking of an “Unknown God,” he tied 
the Athenians’ search for truth to the reality of the gospel.


As one would expect, not all of those in the Areopagus who heard Paul accepted his words. Some, in 
fact, found his teaching of the resurrection laughable (Acts 17:32). Yet some of those present, including 
a man named Dionysius, believed what Paul said (Acts 17:34). Just as some of the Jewish Sanhedrin 
had heard the truth and accepted it (Mark 15:43; John 19:38–39), some of the pagan Areopagus mem-
bers believed after hearing the Word.
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CORINTH:

Located on the isthmus which 
connects mainland Greece with 
the Peloponnese, surrounded 
by fertile plains and blessed 
with natural springs, Corinth 
was an important city in Greek, 
Hellenistic, and Roman times. 
Its geographical location, role 
as a centre of trade, naval fleet, 
participation in various Greek 
wars, and status as a major 
Roman colony meant the city 
was, for over a millennium, 
rarely out of the limelight in the 
ancient world.

First inhabited in the Neolithic 
period (c. 5000 BCE), the site 
became more densely populat-
ed from the 10th century BCE. 
The historical founders of the 
city were the aristocratic descen-
dants of King Bacchis, the Bacchiadae, in c. 750 BCE.  From the 8th century BCE, the high quality of 
Corinthian pottery led to its export across Greece. Indeed, Corinthian pottery, with its innovative figure 
decoration, would dominate the Greek pottery market until the 6th century BCE when Attic black-figure 
pottery took over as the dominant style. Other significant exports were Corinthian stone and bronze-
wares. Corinth also became the hub of trade through the dilokos. This was a stone track with carved 
grooves for wheeled wagons which offered a land short-cut between the harbours of Lechaion on the 
Corinthian Gulf and Kenchreai on the Saronic Gulf and probably dates to the reign of Periander. In the 
Peloponnesian War the diolkos was even used to transport triremes from one sea to the other and it 
continued to be used until the 9th century CE. Although the idea for a canal across the isthmus was 
first considered in the 7th century BCE and various Roman Emperors from Julius Caesar to Hadrian 
began preliminary feasibility studies, it was Nero who actually began the project in 67 CE. However, on 
the emperor’s death, the project was abandoned after three months, not to be resumed until 1881 CE.


From the early 6th century BCE, Corinth administered the Panhellenic games at nearby Isthmia, held 
every two years in the spring. These games were established in honour of Poseidon and were particu-
larly famous for their horse and chariot races. An oligarchy, consisting of a council of 80, gained power 
in Corinth in c. 585 BCE. Concerned with local rival Argos, from c. 550 BCE Corinth became an ally of 
Sparta. Together, an expedition was launched against Polycrates of Samos in c. 525  BCE but was ul-
timately unsuccessful. During Cleomenes’ reign though, the city became wary of the growing power of 
Sparta and opposed Spartan intervention in Athens. Corinth also fought in the Persian Wars against the 
invading forces of Xerxes which threatened the autonomy of all of Greece.

Corinth suffered badly in the First Peloponnesian War, for which it was responsible after attacking 
Megara. The Corinthians were also instrumental in causing the Second Peloponnesian War, when they 
felt their regional interests centred in Corcyra were threatened by Athens in 433 BCE. Once again 
though, the Corinthians, mainly as Sparta’s naval ally, had a disastrous war. The city did, however, suc-
cessfully defend its colony of Syracuse when it was attacked by Athenian forces. Disillusioned with 
Sparta’s reluctance to completely destroy Athens after their victory in the war in 404 BCE and con-
cerned over Spartan expansion in Greece and Asia Minor, Corinth formed an alliance with Argos, Boeo-
tia, Thebes, and Athens to fight Sparta in the Corinthian Wars (395-386 BCE). The conflict was largely 
fought at sea and on Corinthian territory and was yet another costly endeavour for the citizens of 
Corinth.


One final conflict, this time against the invading Philip II of Macedon, was once again lost at Chaeronea 
in 338 BCE. Corinth did become the seat of the Corinthian League, but an unfortunate consequence of 
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this dubious honour was a Macedonian garrison being stationed on the Acrocorinth acropolis over-
looking the city. A succession of Hellenistic kings took control of the city - starting with Ptolemy I and 
ending with Aratus in 243 BCE, when Corinth joined the Achaean League. Worse was to follow, how-
ever, when the Roman commander Lucius Mummius sacked the city in 146 BCE.

A brighter period returned to the city when Julius Caesar founded his colony at the site in 44 BCE and 
organised the agricultural land into organised plots (centuriation) for distribution to Roman settlers. 
The city was once more flourishing by the 1st century CE and became an important administrative 
and trade centre. In addition, following St. Paul’s visit between 51 and 52 CE, Corinth became the 
centre of early Christianity in Greece. In a public hearing, the saint had to defend himself against ac-
cusations from the city’s Hebrews that his preaching undermined the Mosiac Law. The pro-consul 
Lucius Julius Gallio judged that Paul had not broken any Roman Law and so was permitted to con-
tinue his teachings. From the 3rd century CE the city began to decline and the Germanic Heruli and 
Alaric tribes attacked the city in 267 CE and 396 CE respectively.


Archaeology 

In Greek Corinth there were cults to Aphrodite (protectress of the city), Apollo, Demeter Thes-
mophoros, Hera, Poseidon, and Helios and various buildings to cult heroes, the founders of the city. 
In addition, there were several sacred springs, the most famous being Peirene. Unfortunately, the de-
struction in 146 BCE obliterated much of this religious past. In Roman Corinth, Aphrodite, Poseidon, 
and Demeter did continue to be worshipped along with the Roman gods.

The site today, first excavated in 1892 CE by the Greek Archaeological Service, is dominated by the 
Doric peripteral Temple of Apollo (c. 550-530 BCE), originally with 6 columns on the façades and fif-
teen on the long sides. A particular feature of the temple is the use of monolithic columns rather than 
the more commonly used column drums. Seven columns remain standing today.

The majority of the other surviving buildings date from the 1st century CE in the Roman era and in-
clude a large forum, a temple to Octavia, baths, the Bema where St. Paul addressed the Corinthians, 
the Asklepeion temple to Asclepius, and a centre of healing, fountains - including the monumental 
Peirine fountain complex (2nd century CE) - a propylaea, theatre, odeion, gymnasium, and stoas. 
There are also the remains of three basilicas.

Archaeological finds at the site include many fine mosaics - notably the Dionysos mosaic - Greek and 
Roman sculpture - including an impressive number of busts of Roman rulers - and outstanding ex-
amples of all the styles of Greek pottery, the first source of the city’s fame in the ancient world.


THE BIBLE AND GREECE: 
Thessalonica - Acts 17: 1-9 covers the arrival of Paul and Silas in Thessalonica in AD 49. A year later 
Paul wrote his first letter to the Thessalonians (the earliest NT document) and, shortly after, his sec-
ond letter. These letters shed light on some of the joys and sorrows of Pauls ministry, and the situa-
tion at Thessalonica.

Samothracia --Paul originally arrived here from Troas (Acts 16: 11), and, after leaving Philippi, came 
to Thessalonica via Amphipolis and Apollonia (Acts 17: 1). There were no Jewish synagogues in these 
cities which is perhaps why Paul did not stop to preach the gospel.

Philippi - This was the first city where Paul preached on his second journey (Acts 16: 11-40). Lydia, 
the first convert to Christ, originally came from Thyatira (where, later, there was a church - see Revela-
tion 2:18-20. Pauls and Silas imprisonment in Philippi are also referred to in 1 Thessalonians 2:2 and 
probably 2 Corinthians 11:25. Paul returned to Philippi (Acts 20:6) at the end of his journey before 
sailing to Troas (AD 51). Paul wrote his (Letter to the Philippians) some years later and from prison (ei-
ther in Ephesus or Rome). This letter has always been seen as the most personal and tender of all 
Pauls letters, and there is no doubt that from the outset the Philippian church care deeply for Paul 
(see also 2 Corinthians 8:1-5, 11:9). Paul revisited Philippi twice more - in 57 and 58 AD (see 2 
Corinthians 7:6-16 and Acts (20:3-4).

Berea --Acts 17:10-15 tells of Pauls visit to Berea and of the founding of a church.

Athens - Acts 16:34 tells of Pauls visit to Athens, his discussions with Athenian intellectuals and his 
preaching (AD 49).
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Corinth - Acts 18:1-17 speaks of Pauls first visit (AD 50-51) of 3 visits to Corinth. He wrote a total of 
4 letters to the believers in Corinth. The first letter which is referenced in his second letter to the 
Corinthians (1 Corinthians 5:17) was lost. His second letter, that we call the (First Letter to the 
Corinthians) (AD 55) was written from Ephesus and sent by the hand of Timothy. Paul then revisited.

Other Places  Amphipolis - Acts 17:1;  Apollonia Acts 17:1; Cenchrea  Acts 18:18, Romans 16:1; 
Coos (Kos)             Acts 21:1; Cyprus Acts 4:38; 11:19,20; 13:4; 15:39; 21:3,16; 27:4;  Neapolis 
(Kavala)  Acts 16:11; Patmos                  Rev 1:9;  Rhodes Act 21:1
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BACKGROUND AND NAME: 
According to legend, Ancient Rome was founded by the two brothers, and demigods, Romulus and Re-
mus, on 21 April 753 BCE. The legend claims that in an argument over who would rule the city (or, in an-
other version, where the city would be located) Romulus killed Remus and named the city after himself. 
This story of the founding of Rome is the best known but it is not the only one.


Other legends claim the city was named after a woman, Roma, who traveled with Aeneas and the other 
survivors from Troy after that city fell. Upon landing on the banks of the Tiber River, Roma and the other 
women objected when the men wanted to move on. She led the women in the burning of the Trojan ships 
and so effectively stranded the Trojan survivors at the site which would eventually become Rome. Aeneas 
of Troy is featured in this legend and also, famously, in Virgil's Aeneid, as a founder of Rome and the an-
cestor of Romulus and Remus, thus linking Rome with the grandeur and might which was once Troy.


Still other theories concerning the name of the famous city suggest it came from Rumon, the ancient 
name for the Tiber River, and was simply a place name given to the small trading center established on 
its banks or that the name derived from an Etruscan word which could have designated one of their set-
tlements.


LOCATION AND GEOGRAPHY: 
Rome is located in the central-western portion of the Italian Peninsula, within Lazio (Latium), along the 
shores of the Tiber. Vatican City (the smallest country in the world) is an independent country inside the 
city boundaries of Rome, the only existing example of a country within a city; for this reason Rome has 
sometimes been defined as the capital of two states. Modern Rome is the capital city and a special co-

mune of Italy. Rome also serves as the capital of the 
Lazio region. With 2,879,728 residents in 496.1 
square miles it is also the country's most populated 
comune. It is the third most populous city in the Eu-
ropean Union by population within city limits. It is 
the center of the Metropolitan City of Rome, which 
has a population of 4,355,725 residents, thus mak-
ing it the second or third most populous met-
ropolitan city in Italy. 


Imperial Rome was the largest city the world had 
ever seen. At its peak in the fourth century A.D., it 
was home to more than a million people. Not until 
the rise of Victorian London in the 1800s did a city 
surpass its population. Because of its size and im-
portance, Rome may be one of the most-studied 
cities in history. The urban center of the classical 
world was 16 square miles, protected by 11 miles of 

walls. The ancient empire of Rome expanded to be-
come one of the largest empires in the ancient world, still ruled from the city, with an estimated 50 to 90 
million inhabitants (roughly 20% of the world's population at the time) covering 5.0 million square kilome-

Passage Guidepost: 
ROME
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BACKGROUND AND NAME: 
According to legend, Ancient Rome was founded by the two brothers, and demigods, Romulus and 
Remus, on 21 April 753 BCE. The legend claims that in an argument over who would rule the city (or, in 
another version, where the city would be located) Romulus killed Remus and named the city after him-
self. This story of the founding of Rome is the best known but it is not the only one.


Other legends claim the city was named after a woman, Roma, who traveled with Aeneas and the other 
survivors from Troy after that city fell. Upon landing on the banks of the Tiber River, Roma and the other 
women objected when the men wanted to move on. She led the women in the burning of the Trojan 
ships and so effectively stranded the Trojan survivors at the site which would eventually become Rome. 
Aeneas of Troy is featured in this legend and also, famously, in Virgil's Aeneid, as a founder of Rome 
and the ancestor of Romulus and Remus, thus linking Rome with the grandeur and might which was 
once Troy.


Still other theories concerning the name of the famous city suggest it came from Rumon, the ancient 
name for the Tiber River, and was simply a place name given to the small trading center established on 
its banks or that the name derived from an Etruscan word which could have designated one of their 
settlements.


LOCATION AND GEOGRAPHY: 
Rome is located in the central-western portion of the Italian Peninsula, within Lazio (Latium), along the 
shores of the Tiber. Vatican City (the smallest country in the world) is an independent country inside the 
city boundaries of Rome, the only existing example of a country within a city; for this reason Rome has 
sometimes been defined as the capital of two states. Modern Rome is the capital city and a special 
comune of Italy. Rome also serves as the capital of the Lazio region. With 2,879,728 residents in 496.1 
square miles it is also the country's most populated comune. It is the third most populous city in the 
European Union by population within city limits. It is the center of the Metropolitan City of Rome, which 
has a population of 4,355,725 residents, thus making it the second or third most populous metropolitan 
city in Italy. 


Imperial Rome was the largest city the world had ever seen. At its peak in the fourth century A.D., it was 
home to more than a million people. Not until the rise of Victorian London in the 1800s did a city sur-
pass its population. Because of its size and importance, Rome may be one of the most-studied cities in 
history. The urban center of the classical world was 16 square miles, protected by 11 miles of walls. The 
ancient empire of Rome expanded to become one of the largest empires in the ancient world, still ruled 
from the city, with an estimated 50 to 90 million inhabitants (roughly 20% of the world's population at 
the time) covering 5.0 million square kilometres at its height in AD 117.


HISTORY:

Major Eras 
It is essential to remember that the history of Rome spans some 2,800 years. Its major eras include the 
following: (1) The period of Etruscan dominance and the Regal Period, in which according to tradi-
tion, Romulus was the first of seven kings; (2) The Roman Republic, which commenced in 509 BC 
when kings were replaced with rule by elected senators. The period was marked by vast expansion of 
Roman territory; (3) The Roman Empire: With the rise of Julius Caesar, the Republic waned and by all 
measures, concluded after a period of civil war and the victory of Octavian, the adopted son of Caesar 
in 27 BC over Mark Antony. After the collapse of the Western Roman Empire, Rome managed to hang 
onto the empire, still known as the Roman Empire but long centered on the eastern Mediterranean, until 
the 8th century as the Duchy of Rome; (4) Medieval Rome: Characterized by a break with Byzantium 
and the formation of the Papal States; (5) The Roman Renaissance: In the 15th century, Rome re-
placed Florence as the symbol of artistic and cultural influence. The Roman Renaissance was cut short 
abruptly with the devastation of the city in 1527, but the Papacy reasserted itself in the Counter-Ref-
ormation, and the city continued to flourish during the early modern period; (6) Rome was annexed by 
Napoleon and was technically part of France during 1798–1814; (7) Modern History: The period from 
the 19th century to today. Rome was under siege by the Allied invasion of Italy and was bombed sever-
al times. It was declared an open city on 14 August 1943. Rome became the capital of the Italian Re-
public established in 1946. 
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Origin 
Originally a small town on the banks of the Tiber, Rome grew in size and strength, early on, through 
trade. The location of the city provided merchants with an easily navigable waterway on which to traffic 
their goods. The city was ruled by seven kings, from Romulus to Tarquin, as it grew in size and power. 
Greek culture and civilization, which came to Rome via Greek colonies to the south, provided the early 
Romans with a model on which to build their own culture. From the Greeks they borrowed literacy and 
religion as well as the fundamentals of architecture.


The Etruscans, to the north, provided a model for trade and urban luxury. Etruria was also well situated 
for trade and the early Romans either learned the skills of trade from Etruscan example or were taught 
directly by the Etruscans who made incursions into the area around Rome sometime between 650 and 
600 BCE (although their influence was felt much earlier). The extent of the role the Etruscan civilization 

played in the development of Roman 
culture and society is debated but 
there seems little doubt they had a 
significant impact at an early stage. 
From the start, the Romans showed a 
talent for borrowing and improving 
upon the skills and concepts of other 
cultures. The Kingdom of Rome grew 
rapidly from a trading town to a pros-
perous city between the 8th and 6th 
centuries BCE. When the last of the 
seven kings of Rome, Tarquin the 
Proud, was deposed in 509 BCE, his 
rival for power, Lucius Junius Brutus, 
reformed the system of government 
and established the Roman Republic.


Though the city owed its prosperity to 
trade in the early years, it was the 
Roman warfare which would make it a 
powerful force in the ancient world. 
The wars with the North African city of 
Carthage (known as the Punic Wars, 

264-146 BCE) consolidated Rome's power and helped the city grow in wealth and prestige. Rome and 
Carthage were rivals in trade in the Western Mediterranean and, with Carthage defeated, Rome held al-
most absolute dominance over the region; though there were still incursions by pirates which prevented 
complete Roman control of the sea.


Overview of Roman History 

Early Italy and the Roman Monarchy—Beginning as early as the 8th and 9th centuries B.C., agrarian 
communities of the Italian peninsula began to unite in opposing outside invaders.  By the sixth century 
B.C., a federation of cities emerged with the city of Rome, eventually gaining prominence.  A monarchy 
was established and constitution adopted.  The government included an assembly and a Senate (or 
council of Elders from various clans).


The Republic—A wicked Etruscan monarchy had emerged and was overthrown and replaced by a re-
publican form of government in 509 B.C.  The Senate was elevated in power and two elected officials, 
known as Consuls, were elected to replace the monarchy.  During the next 500 years, the Roman Re-
public grew in strength by building a great army, codifying laws, and in conquering new territories.  This 
was the era of the great Punic wars with the Carthaginians of North Africa.  With the final blow to the 
Carthaginians in 146 B.C., Rome had gained control of Sicily, Spain, and Northern Africa, Asia Minor, 
Greece, and Palestine.  During this time, Roman culture is greatly influenced by both Greek and Eastern 
cultures.
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The Empire—During the last century before Christ, the Republic experienced a power struggle between 
various military leaders and the government appointed Consuls.  Eventually, various dictators emerged, all 
of which tried to assume power over all Roman territories.  Years of Civil War ensued and dictators like 
Marius, Sulla, Caesar, Antony, and Octavian struggled for absolute power.  In 30 B.C., Octavian succeed-
ed in overthrowing his opponents and became the first Emperor of Rome.  Wearing the titles of Augustus 
and Emperor (which originally meant “conquering general”), conferred upon him by the Senate in 27 B.C., 
he soon became one of the most important figures in all of Roman history.  He held the authority of pro-
consul and tribune but preferred the title Princeps, meaning first citizen.  He was very successful in bring-
ing about both needed reforms and peace in the Empire.  With a universal coinage system in place, a 
common language, a fantastic roadway system, and relative peace around the Mediterranean, things were 
just right for the coming of the Messiah (see Galatians 4:4).  While Octavian/Augustus proved to be a suc-
cessful ruler, the position itself was soon exploited by a series of mostly incapable and vicious rulers now 

known as Emperors.  While Pax Romana 
(roman peace) was heralded throughout the 
Roman world beginning with Octavian, in 
the years that followed, and in many ways 
long before this, peace was hardly a word 
that would be uttered by most inhabitants 
under Roman rule.  To me this point become 
significant in an analysis of the book of 
Revelation.


The Decline and the Rise of Constantine 
— The decadence and incompetence of 
Emperor Commodus (180-192) brought the 
golden age of the Roman emperors to an 
end. His death at the hands of his own min-
isters sparked another period of civil war, 
from which Lucius Septimius Severus (193-
211) emerged victorious. During the third 
century Rome suffered from a cycle of near-
constant conflict. A total of 22 emperors 
took the throne, many of them meeting vio-
lent ends at the hands of the same soldiers 
who had propelled them to power. Mean-
while, threats from outside plagued the em-
pire and depleted its riches, including con-
tinuing aggression from Germans and 
Parthians and raids by the Goths over the 
Aegean Sea.


The reign of Diocletian (284-305) temporarily restored peace and prosperity in Rome, but at a high cost to 
the unity of the empire. Diocletian divided power into the so-called tetrarchy (rule of four), sharing his title 
of Augustus (emperor) with Maximian. A pair of generals, Galerius and Constantius, were appointed as the 
assistants and chosen successors of Diocletian and Maximian; Diocletian and Galerius ruled the eastern 
Roman Empire, while Maximian and Constantius took power in the west.


The stability of this system suffered greatly after Diocletian and Maximian retired from office. Constantine 
(the son of Constantius) emerged from the ensuing power struggles as sole emperor of a reunified Rome 
in 324. He moved the Roman capital to the Greek city of Byzantium, which he renamed Constantinople. At 
the Council of Nicaea in 325, Constantine made Christianity (once an obscure Jewish sect) Rome’s official 
religion.


Roman unity under Constantine proved illusory, and 30 years after his death the eastern and western em-
pires were again divided. Despite its continuing battle against Persian forces, the eastern Roman Empire–
later known as the Byzantine Empire–would remain largely intact for centuries to come. An entirely differ-
ent story played out in the west, where the empire was wracked by internal conflict as well as threats from 
abroad–particularly from the Germanic tribes now established within the empire’s frontiers like the Vandals 



�33

(their sack of Rome originated the phrase “vandalism”)–and was steadily losing money due to constant 
warfare.


Rome eventually collapsed under the weight of its own bloated empire, losing its provinces one by one: 
Britain around 410; Spain and northern Africa by 430. Atilla and his brutal Huns invaded Gaul and Italy 
around 450, further shaking the foundations of the empire. In September 476, a Germanic prince 
named Odovacar won control of the Roman army in Italy. After deposing the last western emperor, 
Romulus Augustus, Odovacar’s troops proclaimed him king of Italy, bringing an ignoble end to the long, 
tumultuous history of ancient Rome. The fall of the Roman Empire was complete.


When the eastern Roman Empire collapsed, the eastern Roman empire (Byzantium), with the capitol 
city now at Constantinople, continued to thrive and many Byzantines there called themselves Romans. 
Dr Peter Heather wrote for the BBC: “The eastern half of the Roman empire not only survived the col-
lapse of its western partner in the third quarter of the fifth century, but went on to thrive in the sixth. 
Under Justinian I (527 - 565 AD), it was still constructing hugely impressive public monuments, such as 
the Hagia Sophia in Constantinople, and had reconquered Italy, North Africa, and parts of Spain. “At 
the same time, there still lived in the west many individuals, who continued to describe themselves as 
Romans, and many of the successor states, it was correctly pointed out, were still operating using rec-
ognizably Roman institutions and justifying themselves ideologically with reference to canonical Roman 

values. 


After the Collapse – Feudalism and Byzantine Con-
trol 
After the collapse of the Roman empire, ethnic chiefs 
and kings, ex-Roman governors, generals, war lords, 
peasant leaders and bandits carved up the former Ro-
man provinces into feudal kingdoms. Feudalism after 
the Roman occupation was more controlled and struc-
tured than the loose form of feudalism that existed be-
fore the Romans arrived. Peasants were permanently 
assigned to "manorial estates." They provided food and 
labor to the aristocratic class of lords and knights in re-
turn for protection from bandits and rival kingdoms.


The Visigoth kingdoms of Spain (from 419) and France 
(from 507) retained Roman administration and law. A 
Visigoth kingdom in Spain and much of France saw a 
continuation of Roman administration until it was de-
stroyed by the Muslims in 711. The Vandals were con-
quered by the Byzantines in 533 which turned the 
Mediterranean into a Byzantine lake until their North 
African territory was taken by them from the Muslims.


Italy was ruled by as a Byzantine colony with Gothic 
administrators (489-554) and then by direct control in 
south and by the German Lombards in the North 

(568-774). With election of Pope Gregory (590-604) power 
was divided between the papacy and the Byzantine empire. In the 8th century the Byzantine Church 
and the Catholic Church split for good.

Medieval Rome and the Holy Roman Empire 
In 799, for the third time in half a century, a pope is in need of help from the Frankish king for protection 
against invaders. After being physically attacked by his enemies in the streets of Rome Pope Leo III 
makes his way through the Alps to visit the Frankish King, Charlemagne, at Paderborn.


It is not known what is agreed, but Charlemagne travels to Rome in 800 to support the pope. In a cer-
emony in St Peter's, on Christmas Day, Leo is due to anoint Charlemagne's son as his heir. But unex-
pectedly (it is maintained), as Charlemagne rises from prayer, the pope places a crown on his head and 
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acclaims him emperor.  Charlemagne expresses displeasure but accepts the honor. The displeasure is 
probably diplomatic, for the legal emperor is undoubtedly the one in Constantinople. Nevertheless this 
public alliance between the pope and the ruler of a confederation of Germanic tribes now reflects the 
reality of political power in the west. And it launches the concept of the new Holy Roman Empire which 
will play an important role throughout the Middle Ages.


The Holy Roman Empire only becomes formally established in the next century. But it is implicit in the 
title adopted by Charlemagne in 800: 'Charles, most serene Augustus, crowned by God, great and pa-
cific emperor, governing the Roman Empire.'

Emperors and popes: 962-1250. The imperial role accorded by the pope to Charlemagne in 800 is 
handed on in increasingly desultory fashion during the 9th century. From 924 it falls into abeyance. But 
in 962 a pope once again needs help against his Italian enemies. Again he appeals to a strong German 
ruler.  The coronation of Otto I by pope John XII in 962 marks a revival of the concept of a Christian 
emperor in the west. It is also the beginning of an unbroken line of Holy Roman emperors lasting for 
more than eight centuries. Otto I does not call himself Roman emperor, but his son Otto II uses the title 
- as a clear statement of western and papal independence from the other Christian emperor in Con-
stantinople.


HISTORICAL SITES AND THE BIBLE: 
Colosseum.  Considered one of the greatest works of Roman architecture and engineering, Colosse-
um is the largest amphitheater in the 
world. Built of concrete and stone, 
the elliptical amphitheater was origi-
nally capable of seating some 50,000 
spectators who came to watch animal 
fights and gladiatorial combats. Em-
peror Vespasian began the amphithe-
ater project in 70 CE. It was complet-
ed during the reign of Titus about ten 
years later, measuring 48 m (157 ft) 
high, 188 m (617 ft) long, and 156 m 
(511 ft) wide. It is often argued that 
the spoils taken from the siege of 
Jerusalem in AD 70 were used to fi-
nance the building of the Colosseum. 

Roman Forum. Dating to the 7th 
century BC when it originally devel-
oped as a marketplace, the Roman 
Forum today presents a remarkably 
well-preserved picture of what be-
came the social, political, and com-
mercial heart of the Roman Empire. 
Set off along one of the paths to en-
counter remnants of temples, basili-
cas, and government buildings. See 
columns of the Temple of Saturn, 
marvel at the magnificent white marble Arch of Septimius Severus--a victory arch standing 23 m (75.5 
ft) high, 25 m (82 ft) wide, and 11.85 m (38.9) deep--and amble past the Curia Julia to witness where 
the Roman Senate conducted affairs of the state. Notice also the Arch of Titus, constructed to com-
memorate his siege and victory over Jerusalem. 

Palatine Hill. Civilization was managed for centuries from Palatine Hill, the commercial, religious, and 
political center of ancient Rome. The city on top of this hill looks down upon the age-old forum from a 
height of about 40 m (131 ft). Once an inhospitable marshland, the area was gradually drained and 
then turned into a hub of the city's political and economic activities. 

Pantheon. Nearly 2,000 years old, Pantheon is the only building from the Greco-Roman world that has 
remained substantially intact and in continuous use throughout its long history. A marvel of ancient ar-
chitecture, it still boasts the world's largest unreinforced concrete dome. Originally designed to be a 
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temple to all the gods of the ancient Rome, the site has been used as a Roman Catholic church, dedi-
cated to St. Mary, since the seventh century. The building features large, granite Corinthian columns 
and was completed in c. 125 CE in the reign of Hadrian. The purpose of the building is not known for 
certain but the name, porch and pediment decoration suggest a temple of some sort. However, no cult 
is known to all of the gods and so the Pantheon may have been designed as a place where the emper-
or could make public appearances in a setting which re-
minded onlookers of his divine status, equal with the 
other gods of the Roman pantheon and his deified em-
peror predecessors. We are told, for example, by Pliny, 
the 1st century CE Roman author, that there were once 
statues of Venus (wearing a pearl once owned by 
Cleopatra), Mars, and Julius Caesar inside the Pantheon. 
Following Hadrian’s usual practice of dedicating rebuilt 
buildings and monuments in honour of the original dedi-
cator, the Pantheon is dedicated to Marcus Agrippa and 
the prominent inscription on the porch façade reads: M. 
AGRIPPA L.F. COS TERTIUM FECIT (Marcus Agrippa, 
son of Lucius, three-time consul, made this).

Vatican Museums. These museums display works from 
an immense collection that the Roman Catholic church 
built up over several centuries. You will see some of the 
most renowned Classical sculptures in the world, as well 
as numerous Renaissance art masterpieces and highly 
important archaeological discoveries relating to periods 
of biblical history and church history. Founded in the 
early 16th century by Pope Julius II, the museums con-
tain 54 galleries.  We will also see the Sistine Chapel, 
featuring the world-famous ceiling decorated by 
Michelangelo. The collection is spread over an area of 
nearly 15 km (9 mi).  

Circus Maximus (Latin for greatest or largest circus) is 
an ancient Roman chariot-racing stadium and mass en-
tertainment venue located in Rome, Italy. Dating back to 
the 6th Century BCE Situated it is situated in the valley between the Aventine and Palatine Hills. It was 
the first and largest stadium in ancient Rome and its later Empire.  The Circus was also used for other 
public events such as the Roman Games and gladiator fights and was last used for chariot races in the 
6th century CE. It was partially excavated in the 20th century CE and then remodelled but it continues 
today as one of the modern city’s most important public spaces, hosting huge crowds at music con-
certs and rallies. The Circus Maximus was arguably the largest structure in ancient Rome, with the ca-
pacity to seat 250,000 people according to Pliny (roughly a quarter of Rome’s population at the time; 
some historians today think the number might have been a tad smaller than Pliny said, around 150,000 
rather than 250,000.  But either way, it was really, really big.)

Evidence suggests that another such Circus existed in the location of St. Peter’s Square. Using Chris-
tians as his scapegoat for the fire he began arresting them. Nero used his Circus for the public execu-
tion of hundreds of Christians, including St. Peter. On the circuses track Christians were tortured, torn 
apart by wild dogs, and burned alive. Along the Spina Christians were placed up on poles and set on 
fire as human torches. It was also there, along the Spina, where the Crucifixions took place, including 
that of St. Peter.

So where was the location of the Circus of Nero? Ancient Rome records show that Caligula built the 
circus on the property of his mother Agrippina, and here comes the surprise, on the Ager Vaticanus 
(Vatican Hill). Yes, the place where the early Christians and St. Peter were martyred is the site of the 
center of the Catholic Church, Vatican City and St. Peter’s Basilica.

Today most of the remains of Nero’s Circus are gone. Although it was moved, only the Egyptian obelisk 
that once stood in the center of the circus’s spina remains. It now sits in the center of Piazza San 
Pietro in front of St. Peter’s Basilica. Looking out from the steps of St. Peter the circuses wall and track 
could have run along the right side of plaza and the Basilica. The drawings below give two examples of 
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where the Circus of Nero may have 
sat in relationship to the Basilica and 
the Piazza San Pietro.   


THE BIBLE AND ROME: 
Acts 19:21 – “Now after these things 
were finished, Paul purposed in the 
Spirit to go to Jerusalem after he had 
passed through Macedonia and Acha-
ia, saying, "After I have been there, I 
must also see Rome."

Romans 1:13-15 – “I do not want you 
to be unaware, brethren, that often I 
have planned to come to you (and 
have been prevented so far) so that I 
may obtain some fruit among you 
also, even as among the rest of the 
Gentiles. I am under obligation both to Greeks and to barbarians, both to the wise and to the fool-
ish. So, for my part, I am eager to preach the gospel to you also who are in Rome.”

Acts 23:11- “But on the night immediately following, the Lord stood at his side and said, "Take 
courage; for as you have solemnly witnessed to My cause at Jerusalem, so you must witness at 
Rome also."

Acts 25:10-12 – “But Paul said, "I am standing before Caesar's tribunal, where I ought to be tried. I 
have done no wrong to the Jews, as you also very well know. "If, then, I am a wrongdoer and have 
committed anything worthy of death, I do not refuse to die; but if none of those things is true of 
which these men accuse me, no one can hand me over to them. I appeal to Caesar." Then when 
Festus had conferred with his council, he answered, "You have appealed to Caesar, to Caesar you 
shall go."

Acts 27:1-2 – “When it was decided that we would sail for Italy, they proceeded to deliver Paul and 
some other prisoners to a centurion of the Augustan cohort named Julius. And embarking in an 
Adramyttian ship, which was about to sail to the regions along the coast of Asia, we put out to sea 
accompanied by Aristarchus, a Macedonian of Thessalonica.”

Acts 28:14-16 - “There we found some brethren, and were invited to stay with them for seven days; 
and thus we came to Rome. And the brethren, when they heard about us, came from there as far as 
the Market of Appius and Three Inns to meet us; and when Paul saw them, he thanked God and 
took courage. When we entered Rome, Paul was allowed to stay by himself, with the soldier who 
was guarding him.”

Acts 28:30-31 – “And he stayed two full years in his own rented quarters and was welcoming all 
who came to him, preaching the kingdom of God and teaching concerning the Lord Jesus Christ 
with all openness, unhindered.”

Acts 28:23-24 – “When they had set a day for Paul, they came to him at his lodging in large num-
bers; and he was explaining to them by solemnly testifying about the kingdom of God and trying to 
persuade them concerning Jesus, from both the Law of Moses and from the Prophets, from morn-
ing until evening. Some were being persuaded by the things spoken, but others would not believe.”

Philippians 1:12-13 – “Now I want you to know, brethren, that my circumstances have turned out 
for the greater progress of the gospel, so that my imprisonment in the cause of Christ has become 
well known throughout the whole praetorian guard and to everyone else,”

Romans 15:23-24 – “but now, with no further place for me in these regions, and since I have had 
for many years a longing to come to you whenever I go to Spain--for I hope to see you in passing, 
and to be helped on my way there by you, when I have first enjoyed your company for a while—“

Acts 28:15 – “And the brethren, when they heard about us, came from there as far as the Market of 
Appius and Three Inns to meet us; and when Paul saw them, he thanked God and took courage.”

Romans 16:3-16 -  “Greet Prisca and Aquila, my fellow workers in Christ Jesus, who for my life 
risked their own necks, to whom not only do I give thanks, but also all the churches of the Gentiles; 
also greet the church that is in their house Greet Epaenetus, my beloved, who is the first convert to 
Christ from Asia.”
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Revelation 17:1-18 - “Then one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls came and spoke with 
me, saying, "Come here, I will show you the judgment of the great harlot who sits on many waters, 
with whom the kings of the earth committed acts of immorality, and those who dwell on the earth were 
made drunk with the wine of her immorality." And he carried me away in the Spirit into a wilderness; 
and I saw a woman sitting on a scarlet beast, full of blasphemous names, having seven heads and ten 
horns.read more.”

Revelation 14:8 – “And another angel, a second one, followed, saying, "Fallen, fallen is Babylon the 
great, she who has made all the nations drink of the wine of the passion of her immorality."

Revelation 16:19 – “The great city was split into three parts, and the cities of the nations fell Babylon 
the great was remembered before God, to give her the cup of the wine of His fierce wrath.”

Revelation 18:1-24 – “After these things I saw another angel coming down from heaven, having great 
authority, and the earth was illumined with his glory. And he cried out with a mighty voice, saying, 
"Fallen, fallen is Babylon the great! She has become a dwelling place of demons and a prison of every 
unclean spirit, and a prison of every unclean and hateful bird. "For all the nations have drunk of the 
wine of the passion of her immorality, and the kings of the earth have committed acts of immorality 
with her, and the merchants of the earth have become rich by the wealth of her sensuality.”

Revelation 17:3, 4. 18, 9 “...I saw a woman sit upon a scarlet colored beast, full of names of blas-
phemy, having seven heads....And the woman was arrayed in purple and scarlet color, and decked 
with gold and precious stones and pearls, having a golden cup in her hand full of abominations and 
filthiness of her fornication...And the woman which you saw is that great city, which reigneth over the 
kings of the earth. And here is the mind which hath wisdom. The seven heads are seven mountains [or 
hills], on which the woman sits.”
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Passage Guidepost: Shiloh
BACKGROUND AND NAME: 
Shiloh was the religious capital of Israel during the times of the Judges, 
and spans 4,000 years of continuous settlement starting from the 18th cen-
tury BC (Middle Bronze II).  Shiloh was an assembly place for the people of 
Israel and a center of worship.    Its sacred area (Tabernacle – Mishkan) in 
Shiloh housed the Ark of Covenant, Table of Showbread, Altar of Incense 
and Golden Lamp stand.  Consider Joshua 18 1: “And the whole congrega-
tion of the children of Israel assembled together at Shiloh, and set up the 
tabernacle of the congregation there”.  Shiloh is sacred to the three reli-
gions – Jewish, Christian and Muslim – and pilgrims come to visit the ruins 
for the past 3,060 years. On the south-east side of Tel Shiloh are ruins of 
Mosques and Churches and a modern Synagogue. It’s name shares the 
same Hebrew root word Shalva for rest and peace, and this name is very 
befitting of the place when one considers that its location lies at the north-
ern end of a fertile valley, and southwest of a spring and beautiful creek 
bed.


LOCATION:

Shiloh is located in the heart of the hill country and in the modern day section of the West Bank of Israel. It is 
situated at about 2,342 feet above sea level and is located 10.5 miles south of Shechem, and is accessible 
from the city of Ariel. The ruins of Shiloh are part of the archaeological park of “Ancient Shiloh”, which is lo-
cated in the entrance to the modern community of Shiloh. Access to the hill is on the south side, by a road 
which starts from the visitor center.


Ancient Shiloh was in the heart of the Israelite territory, and was eventually allotted to the tribe of Ephraim. 
The Bible gives a detailed description of its location in Judges 21:13: “Behold, there is the yearly feast of the 
Lord at Shiloh, which is north of Bethel, on the east of the highway that goes up from Bethel to Shechem, 
and south of Lebonah.”  This historic site sits within a remote region of the hill country standing 2,700 feet 
above sea level; 12 miles west of the Jordan, 30 miles east of Joppa, and 18 miles north of Jerusalem. 


While Shiloh was re-
moved some 22 miles 
from the main in-
ternational trade route 
that connected the great 
empires of Egypt and 
Mesopotamia, it was 
nevertheless accessible 
to local inhabitants and 
traders, and also to 
Jewish worshippers like 
Elkannah and Hannah 
who year after year 
made the short pilgrim-
age from Ramah to 
Shiloh to offer their sac-
rifices and celebrate 

Shiloh *
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their feast. 


TEL SHILOH: 
The ancient city of Shiloh can be reached by traveling from Jerusalem along highway 60 to a place just 
west of modern Shiloh where an artificial mound, or tel, sits nestled below the scenic and rounded hills that 
stand watch over this momentous site.  Situated just west of modern Shiloh, tel Seilun (the Arabic name for 
the site) has endured the scars of several explorations and three major archaeological excavations. Ar-
chaeology is often by nature a destructive discipline that often requires removing and destroying earlier civ-
ilizations in order to understand the history of its earlier cities which lie at the lower levels. 


A tel is an artificial mound with ancient civilization or periods buried, one on top of the other. As one civi-
lization is destroyed or reduced to ash, another is often built on top, producing a sort of dirt and debris 
mound. It is easy to think of a tel like a multi layer cake. As archaeologists slice vertically down through the 
inside of the cake its layers are exposed and one can determine further aspects of the cake.   At Shiloh 
there are some eight layers of “the cake”.  In examining this tel, it is obvious that there was an ancient city 
or town here with a 26ft high massive stone wall and a wide earthen glacis surrounding a large 4 acre com-
pound; a wall that Joshua would have seen as he entered the promise land for the first time, and where 
generations of Israelites would have found refuge during times of war. 


Shiloh was excavated for three seasons by a Danish team between 1926 and 1932 and again in 1963. Is-
rael Finkelstein worked the site from 1981-84. Although a minimalist, Finkelstein confirmed the presence of 
“proto-Israelites” from the time of the Conquest through the period of the Judges. A very large deposit of 
burned cultic bones was uncovered, confirming a sacrificial system. Like at Maqatir, the Israelites built their 
houses against the MB wall. After Finkelstein, the Civil Administration of Judea and Samaria (KAMAT) re-
newed sporadic excavations at Shiloh in 1988. To date, ancient gates have not yet been found, but there 
was a glacis (fortification slope) and fortified wall that surrounded the site, which no doubt will eventually 
lead to the gate(s).


SHILOH HISTORY: 
Ancient Shiloh was first established in the Middle Bronze (MB) II period, around 1700 B.C. It was expanded 
in MB III, around 1600 B.C. and was continuously occupied until the middle of Iron Age I (around 1070 
B.C.) when the Philistines destroyed it (See I Samuel 4). It was rebuilt in Iron II (980-587 B.C.) and was oc-
cupied through Early Roman times. The Byzantines and Crusaders also built structures there. Most impor-
tantly, it was the center of Israelite worship for 
at least 300 years. The tabernacle was erected 
at Shiloh and may have been later replaced by 
a more permanent structure. The city is in the 
territory of Ephraim, Joshua’s tribe.


BIBLICAL ARCHAEOLOGY AND 
SIGNIFICANT DISCOVERIES: 

Byzantine Basilica 
On the south side of Tel Shiloh is a reconstruc-
tion of a Byzantine church. The Danish team of 
the 1930s added the building on top of the 
Byzantine base.  A mosque was built on the 
west side of the ruins, and was named Jamia 
el Arbain (Arabic: “mosque of the 40”).   The 
church was later reconstructed and its interior 
current state is seen in the picture below.  The 
columns and the lower side of the walls are original, and most of the floor mosaics are original. The design 
of the church is a basilica, composed of a nave and two aisles, 12 bases and 2 Corinthian capitals. The 
roof once was covered by rafters that supported the tiles. This building has two or perhaps three, periods. 
The main portion is a square, with walls 3 feet thick.  On the north is the door 4 feet 8 inches wide, sur-
mounted with a flat lintel stone 6 feet long, 2 feet high, on which are carved two wreaths, flanked by two 
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double – handed pitchers, and in the centre an amphora. On the west wall is another small entrance, 
surmounted by an arch, slightly pointed, with a keystone. The masonry of the walls is carefully squared 

and dressed, the stones 
from 1 foot to 18 inches in 
length. No masons’ marks 
were found.  A strong slop-
ing revetment or scarp has 
been built at a later time 
against these walls on the 
north, south and west ; on 
the latter side it is broken 
down. It is 13 feet 6 inches 
high to the top, and 6 feet 
thick at the bottom, making 
the wall 3 feet and 9 feet in 
all at top and bottom. This 
scarp is of smaller stones 
and rougher work than the 
wall it covers, and is evi-
dently a later addition. In the 
interior of the building are 
three columns of about 18 
inches diameter, lying about; 
also a capital with acanthus 

leaves, apparently belonging 
to the shafts”. The floor is covered by mosaics, featuring intertwining circles and rhombs, icons of 
plants and complex geometric forms. Some of the figures inside the circles were destroyed, probably 
by the iconoclastic activists (during the middle 8th century AD, though this extends the time the church 
was still standing).


Roman/Byzantine Period 
A large Byzantine-period villa was recently unearthed in the south side of the hill, just outside of the 
Canaanite wall and close to Jamia el Yeteim.  The structure is based on well dressed stones, unlike the 
rough stones used in the Canaanite period wall.  A cistern is found on the eastern side of the structure 
and one of the rooms was sealed with a circular stone which was rolled between the vertical standing 
stones in order to seal it.  The rolling stone was moved inside the gap in order to block the entrance to 
the structure.  An oil press complex is located on the east side of the structure:


Canaanite wall 
The massive Middle Bronze wall was constructed at 1650-1600 BC, and surrounded the hill.  The size 
of the area behind the wall was 17 Dunam (17,000 square meters, or 1.7 hectares).The wall was built on 
top of the bed rock, and was based on large unhewn stones. Some of the stones were cut on the 
edges. Behind this wall was a fill composed of large and medium size  unhewn stones. The width of the 
wall varied (3.0m to 5.5m). On the exterior side of the wall was a wide earthen glacis. The earthen glacis 
before the wall was 25m wide (!), ascending a height of 6.3m, about 1m lower than the height of the 
stone wall. It had a 25 degrees incline – closely matching the slope of the bedrock.  In one of the exca-
vated sections (‘D’) the glacis was composed of 4 main layers: a harden top layer in brown-reddish col-
or, a soft white layer below with small stones, a brown or red or white soil  on the 3rd layer, and a grey-
yellowish layer at the lower layer.


Iron Age storerooms 
Iron age structures were found on the western side of the Canaanite wall, in area “C”.  Dozens of large, 
Israelite-period rim-collared jars were found here standing along the walls of the rooms. These con-
tained oil and wine, which was probably in use for the service of the Tabernacle (Mishkan) – the Biblical 
place of worship in Shiloh.  The structures are dated to the period of Eli and Samuel. They were built on 
the external side of the Canaanite wall, and so sections of the glacis were removed in order to build the 



�41

rooms.   Outside of the Canaanite wall, within a shaft, were 
fragments of shreds and animal bones which were probably 
used to store the remains of the sacrifices.


Iron Age Altar  
In the excavations of 2013, a broken Iron Age stone altar was 
found in the wall of a Byzantine structure. It measures 60 x 60 
cm, 40 cm high, with a corner horn 12 cm high and 18 cm 
long. The archaeologists assume that the original site of the 
altar was located in the south side of Tel Shiloh.

To the west of tel, only a mile away, an enormous four horned-
altar was discovered indicating that both Shiloh and its sur-
rounding area was used by both the Amorites  and Israelites as 
a highly important area for offering sacrifices and making 
covenants (scriptures from Judges 22:26-28).  


Ark’s place 
Finding the precise location where the tabernacle was erected 
is certainly challenging. Remember, the tabernacle wasn’t 
made of stone, like the Temple in Jerusalem, where large ashlar 
stones for the foundation still remain, the tabernacle was most-
ly a structure made of wooden poles, fabric, and easily move-
able objects.  And second we are looking for evidence of a 
structure that existed some 3,200 years ago. We are working 
against the clock as objects deteriorate in the chemically rich 
soil of the hill country, and at time we are working against 
grave robbers and relic hunters of the past who got here before 
we did. But we are always hopeful and confident that we will find the evidence we are looking for, re-
member the tabernacle was also overlaid with gold and contained objects that could very well stand the 
test of time. 


If evidence does remain of the tabernacle and if the location for Shiloh has been correctly identified 
where would the tabernacle have been located? Where exactly would Hannah have prayed? Where 
would the doorpost have been situated where Eli sat and observed Hannah praying?  


Today there are there at least three prevailing views: The first option was presented by explorer Major 
Charles Warren who studied the site in 1866, and noticed to the North of the Tel a worked bedrock 
scarp platform whose dimensions closely resembled the dimensions of the tabernacle as given in the 
Bible (Exodus 26-27), and an alignment that is situated in an east-west direction, which meets the re-
quirement of Exodus 26:22. Circular cut holes in the bedrock at equidistance have also caused some to 
speculate that if this were the location of the tabernacle that the holes could have been used to stabilize 
the poles of the outer curtain. 


What is significant about the holes at the North scarp? What are they? Are there any problems with be-
lieving that the poles for the tabernacle rested there? The problem with the holes like those on the scarp 
have also been found at other places around the tel. Now that doesn’t mean the tabernacle couldn’t 
have rested there in fact the verdict is still out on whether or not the North Scarp was the location. 

A second option for the location of the tabernacle is at the summit of the tel which was partially exca-
vated by Israel Finklestein in the early 1980’s. Though Finkelstein concluded that no evidence was dis-
covered which would fit the biblical record, this location is still considered a viable location given histor-
ical precedent for a worship shrine to be positioned near the center of the city as they were at Megiddo 
and Tel Arad. The central plateau of the center of tel Shiloh just happens to have the precise amount of 
square footage needed to serve as the platform for the Israelite tabernacle.  Adding weight to this op-
tion is the nearby existence of numerous ancient storage facilities, Iron Age pillared courtyard buildings, 
and silos, all of which contained huge quantities of both small and large pottery containers and numer-
ous cultic remains, and according to Finkelstein  “the richest ever discovered in Israel” All of these stor-
age facilities containing so many types of vessels and built so closely to the summit must have been a 
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part of a larger complex; storage facilities that may very well have been connected to the platform and 
used as by priest to store offerings and gifts brought to the tabernacle in worship; similar to what had 
been done many years later at the Herodian Temple complex in Jerusalem with the construction of all 
of its ancillary and secondary buildings used to support the activities of temple worship and festivities.

On the eastern sided of the tel Shiloh, at a convenient distance from the city’s summit, archaeologists 
also discovered cultic vessels and animal bones which were most likely used in a sacrificial system. 
Many of those bones were discovered in a section of the tel known as area D, an apparent garbage 
dump used by the Amorites and possibly the Israelites. It would have been a convenient place to dis-
pose of animal carcasses and broken libation pots if the tabernacle were located on top of the tel. 
However, Finkelstein argues that the discoveries in this part of the tel point to the Bronze Age period 
and to an Amorite cultic site, when according to Bible chronology the Israelites should have been here. 
Could the Bible be inaccurate?  


A third option for the location of the tabernacle at Shiloh is to the South where a large plateau exist. It 
was the place favored by pilgrims who came here during the Byzantine era and built a church at its lo-
cation. The church was later reconstructed and the columns and the lower side of the walls are original, 
along with most of the mosaic flooring. The design of the church is in the shape of a basilica, with a 
nave and two aisles. 12 column bases and 2 Corinthian capitals still remain visible today. 

In 2013, a broken Iron Age stone altar was found in the wall of a Byzantine structure. It measures 60 x 
60 cm, 40 cm high, with a corner horn 12 cm high and 18 cm long and in the mind of some lends 
weight to the idea that the tabernacle must have been located nearby. 


A fourth option for the location of the tabernacle is presented by Dig Director Dr. Scott Stripling who is 
the director of the dig being sponsored by the Associates of Biblical Research. He suggest that the 
tabernacle might have moved around and could have been located at more than one location. 


Wine Press 
An impressive rock hewn wine press is located 320m south of the Tel. It is dated to the 1st century A.D. 
The wine press installation contains a treading floor and twin collecting pits.  The treading floor, cov-
ered by mosaics, is where the grapes were laid and crushed by the feet of the workers, extracting the 
juice. The juice and grapes were left to sit during the fermentation process.  A small rectangular hole in 

the center of the treading floor – for sec-
ondary crushing of the grapes, using a single 
fixed-screw press. The press squeezed out 
the must left in the grape skins and stalks 
after treading.  After the fermentation 
process, the wine would let to flow down to 
the pool through the filter notches.  The pur-
pose of the filter is to let only the juice flow 
through, while the grape shell and pits re-
main in the treading floor. The twin collecting 
pools are where the juice accumulated. They 
are lower than the treading floor, so the juice 
flows down into the pools. Another wine-
press is located on the north side of the hill, 
at the area where some of the scholars sug-
gest as the place of the tabernacle. The 
treading floor is located on the far north side, 
while the collecting pool is on the closer 
side.


The Mysterious Pomegranate  
In 2018 an extremely relevant discovery was made which has an important bearing on the historicity of 
tel Shiloh and its relationship to the Bible. The discovery occurred when archaeologists were carefully 
sifting through the excavated material on the north side of the tel. The discovery was an ornately craft-
ed object made from clay and was in the shape and likeness of a Pomegranate. The Pomengrante, 
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along with numerous other archaeological discoveries made at Shiloh are being carefully protected and 
stored in a West Bank Antiquities Authority storage facility. 

A pomegranate was one of the seven fruits of the land of Israel mentioned in Deuteronomy 8:8  (list 
them all on the screen). It was symbolic of fertility and love (Song of Solomon 4:3) and it was com-
manded that the High Priest adorn the hem of his garments with them (Exodus 28:33). It was the only 
fruit allowed to be symbolized in the Tabernacle, and 
was sculpted into the latticework adorning the tem-
ple; two hundred of them on each of the two pillars 
guarding its entrance (1 Kings 7:29). Similar kinds of 
an ornamentation can be seen in Capernaum where 
allegedly 613 were carved into the cornices of the 
old Byzantine synagogue. 


The Pomegranate discovered at Shiloh, however, 
isn’t the only one of its kind. In 1979 a sculpted 
pomegranate made out of animal bone and larger 
than a human thumb surfaced on the antiquities 
market. It was beautifully crafted and obviously old, 
but what made it unique was its ancient Hebrew in-
scription which read “belong to the Temple of Yah-
weh, Holy to the Priest.” In 1985 it was smuggled 
out of Israel and in 1987 sold to the Israel Museum 
for $550,000. It’s inscription had been authenticated 
as genuine by Israel’s leading epigrapher Nahman 
Avigad, but in 2001 it was taken off display because 
it was argued that the inscription was a forgery. 
While the debate over its authenticity continues, and 
has now once again gained backs its credibility, one 
of the biggest issues relating to its provenance has 
always been that it had not been found in situ by an 
archaeologist.  So to find the Shiloh pomegranate in 
location at an Israelite site associated with the Tabernacle is incredibly important. 


However, in an intriguing turn of events, it turns out that the first pomegranate to be discovered at 
Shiloh wasn’t in 2018 as had been originally thought. It is quite possible that another pomegranate from 
a previous dig at Shiloh had already been discovered, overlooked, locked away, and forgotten and until 
Associates of Biblical Research rediscovered it. 


In what seems like something out of a Raider’s of the Lost Ark movie script, ABR team members in 
2018 boarded a plane to visit to the National Museum in Denmark, Copenhagen where an important 
relic from Shiloh was waiting to be examined.  The Relic was originally discovered nearly 100 years ago 
by a team of Danish Archaeologists digging at Shiloh when they unearthed what at the time they simply 
labeled as a “stopper.” The bottoms half of the object which most likely contained the calyx was obvi-
ously damaged and missing, but the top half was nearly identical to the pomegranate discovered in 
2018. Unfortunately the “stopper” was relegated to the archive of interesting objects found at Shiloh 
and was tucked away and out of sight. 

The discovery of these pomegranates at Shiloh are extremely important because it provides circum-
stantial evidence that helps to corroborate a part of the biblical narrative. While the pomegranates do 
not prove conclusively, from an Archaeological perspective,  that a literal tabernacle as the Bible de-
scribed was at Shiloh, they do nevertheless tell us that whoever lived here regarded this fruit, as an im-
portant fruit in Israel, just as the Bible describes.  The pomegranates along with the many storage 
rooms, storage vessels, sacrificial animal bones, cultic vessels, and the dimensions of a platform per-
fect in size for the tabernacle, while at this time don’t give us the precise location of where the taberna-
cle was situated, it is all nevertheless extremely compelling to suggest that the location was here, at the 
top of the tel.
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Passage Guidepost: Beersheba / 
Be’er Sheva

Background and Name: 
Tel Be'er Sheva is a National park, featuring the ruins of an Israelite Kingdom for-
tified administrative city. The ancient city is located between the Be'er Sheva 
and Hebron streams. It is one of the southernmost cities in Israel. In Biblical 
times, this was essentially the southern end of the kingdom. In modern times the 
country officially extends further southward to the Gulf of Eilat (or Aqaba). The 
modern city lies 3 miles west of the tel. Beersheva sits at an important cross-
roads: Mt. Hebron to the north, the Judean desert and the Dead Sea to the east, 
the coastal plain to the west, and Kadesh-barnea and Eilat to the south.

Also known as Tel Beer-Shev'a, Tel Beersheba, Tel es-Sabba', Tel Saba, Tell es-
Sabba', Tell es-Saba', Abu Matar, Be'er-Sheva, Beer Sheva, Beer-Sheba, Bir-al-
Sa, Bir-es-saba, Bir es-Seba', and Sheba.  The Bible associated the acts of 
Abraham and Isaac to the name of the city, which reads in Hebrew as the  "Well 
of the oath", or "seven wells”.


Location: 
Tel Be'er Sheva national park is located east of Modern city of Beer Sheva.  It is accessed via the road from 
Omer and Tel Sheva. It is located approximately 46 miles south of Beersheba, 28 miles east of Gaza, and 32 
miles west of the Dead Sea.  It is surrounded by two streams: Nahal Hebron (Wady el Khulil), and Nahal Beer 
Sheva (Wady es Seba) which gave the ancient city a natural protection.


Biblical History and Significance: 
After Abraham’s examination of the land that God had promised his decedents, Abraham would also spend 
time in Gerar encountering King Abimelech, and in the territory of Dan and Hobah in rescuing Lot from the 
coalition of Mesopotamian and Canaanite Kings. However, a good portion of his time was spent in the Hill 
Country near Hebron and in the Negev Basin near Beersheba. In the arid climate of the Negev Basin Beer-
sheba came to be a central place for trade and as a place for obtaining water, especially where just south of 
Beersheba annual rainfall amounts fall to only about 2 inches. Because Beersheba lies at the junction of two 
major wadi systems, it was only natural that a well would have been dug in this location and that shepherds 
would have come to pasture their flocks in the areas where vegetation could be sustained from the run off 
accumulated in the creek beds. Beersheba can either mean “the well of the seven” or “well of the oaths” 
and reminds us that it was in this place that Abraham’s son Isaac dug a well and that Abraham himself made 
a covenant with King Abimelech by offering him seven ewe lambs after a dispute regarding the use of a well 
in watering their flocks (Gen. 21:27-32).  


It was here that Abraham planted a Tamarisk Tree or grove, perhaps as a means to memorialize the fulfill-
ment of what God had promised back in Haran that Abraham’s life would be filled with blessings even 
though he was but a mere sojourner. Now here in Beersheba Abraham was more than ever seeing the bless-
ings of God in that he was making peace with his neighbors and accessing plenty of water here in this very 
arid climate. The trees that Abraham planted were the Tamarix Aphylla. It is also called the Athel Pine, and 
Athel tree and is an evergreen tree and can reach a height of 50 feet. It is also has a unique feature for pro-
viding not only shade but also a pleasant coolness from the moisture that collects on its needles and at 
night then dispensing into cooling vapor as the heat from the day begins to rise. 
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Background and Name: 
Tel Be'er Sheva is a National park, featuring the ruins of an Israelite Kingdom fortified administrative city. 
The ancient city is located between the Be'er Sheva and Hebron streams. It is one of the southernmost 
cities in Israel. In Biblical 
times, this was essential-
ly the southern end of the 
kingdom. In modern 
times the country official-
ly extends further south-
ward to the Gulf of Eilat 
(or Aqaba). The modern 
city lies 3 miles west of 
the tel. Beersheva sits at 
an important crossroads: 
Mt. Hebron to the north, 
the Judean desert and 
the Dead Sea to the east, 
the coastal plain to the 
west, and Kadesh-barnea 
and Eilat to the south.

Also known as Tel Beer-
Shev'a, Tel Beersheba, 
Tel es-Sabba', Tel Saba, 
Tell es-Sabba', Tell es-
Saba', Abu Matar, Be'er-Sheva, Beer Sheva, Beer-Sheba, Bir-al-Sa, Bir-es-saba, Bir es-Seba', and Sheba.  
The Bible associated the acts of Abraham and Isaac to the name of the city, which reads in Hebrew as the  
"Well of the oath", or "seven wells”.


Location: 
Tel Be'er Sheva national park is located east of Modern city of Beersheba.  It is accessed via the road from 
Omer and Tel Sheva. It is located approximately 46 miles south of Beersheba, 28 miles east of Gaza, and 32 
miles west of the Dead Sea.  It is surrounded by two streams: Nahal Hebron (Wady el Khulil), and Nahal 
Beer Sheva (Wady es Seba) which gave the ancient city a natural protection.


Biblical History and Significance: 
After Abraham’s examination of the land that God had promised his decedents, Abraham would also spend 
time in Gerar encountering King Abimelech, and in 
the territory of Dan and Hobah in rescuing Lot from 
the coalition of Mesopotamian and Canaanite 
Kings. However, a good portion of his time was 
spent in the Hill Country near Hebron and in the 
Negev Basin near Beersheba. In the arid climate of 
the Negev Basin Beersheba came to be a central 
place for trade and as a place for obtaining water, 
especially where just south of Beersheba annual 
rainfall amounts fall to only about 2 inches. Be-
cause Beersheba lies at the junction of two major 
wadi systems, it was only natural that a well would 
have been dug in this location and that shepherds 
would have come to pasture their flocks in the ar-
eas where vegetation could be sustained from the 
run off accumulated in the creek beds. Beersheba 
can either mean “the well of the seven” or “well of 
the oaths” and reminds us that it was in this place 
that Abraham’s son Isaac dug a well and that 
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Abraham himself made a covenant with King Abimelech by offering him seven ewe lambs after a dispute 
regarding the use of a well in watering their flocks (Gen. 21:27-32).  


It was here that Abraham planted a Tamarisk Tree or grove, perhaps as a means to memorialize the ful-
fillment of what God had promised back in Haran that Abraham’s life would be filled with blessings even 
though he was but a mere sojourner. Now here in Beersheba Abraham was more than ever seeing the 
blessings of God in that he was making peace with his neighbors and accessing plenty of water here in 
this very arid climate. The trees that Abraham planted were the Tamarix Aphylla. It is also called the Athel 
Pine, and Athel tree and is an evergreen tree and can reach a height of 50 feet. It is also has a unique 
feature for providing not only shade but also a pleasant coolness from the moisture that collects on its 
needles and at night then dispensing into cooling vapor as the heat from the day begins to rise. 


The planting of the trees and the digging of the 
wells at this central trade route proved very 
advantageous for his descendants some 1000 
years later as the nation of Israel built a large 
fortified city for trade and for protection. This 
ancient tel reveals a city that was highly so-
phisticated and well positioned for commerce 
and likewise served as an administrative cen-
ter in the Negev region of the Bible Lands. It 
would also serve to control and strengthen the 
southern border of Judah’s Kingdom and pro-
vide stability to a border area that was suscep-
tible to invaders and marauders from the 
dessert. 


Biblical References  
•	 Gen. 21.14 Hagar is ready to die in thewilderness of Beersheva 

•	 Gen. 21.22-34 Abraham names the place after an oath made with Abimelech. 

•	 Gen. 26.23,33 Isaac dwells there

•	 Gen. 28.10 Jacob dwelt there

•	 Gen. 46.1-5 Jacob stops there to offer sacrifices on his way to Egypt

•	 Josh. 19.1-2 Simeon inherits Beersheva

•	 Judges 20.1; 1 Sam. 3.20; etc. Used as a reference to all the land of Israel (“from Dan to Beer	
	 sheba”)

•	 1 Sam. 8:1-3 Samuel’s wicked sons were judged in Beersheva

•	 1 Kings 19.1-4 Elijah fled from Jezebel by way of Beersheva

	 Amos 5.5; 8.14 condemns worship at Beersheva


Biblical Geography  
Beersheba is located at the center of the Negev. The term Negev is used 110 times in the Hebrew Bible 
and its basic meaning can be either “dry” or “south.”  In 38 instances it refers to a specific region locat-
ed in the southern portion of the land of Israel. On maps of modern Israel the Negev is shown to extend 
as far as Elath at the Red Sea. In the biblical text, however, the Negev as a regional geographic term 
refers to a limited strip of land extending 10 miles north and 10 miles south of Beersheba and running 
east to west from the mountain ridge overlooking the Rift Valley to the near the dunes along the Mediter-
ranean Sea. The areas to the south of this region were called “The Desert of Zin” and the “Desert of 
Paran.”  Besides being used for marginal agriculture, the Negev served for the pasturing of flocks of 
sheep and goats, as well as for the southern defense of Judah. City-forts such as Beersheba and Arad, 
served as administrative, military, and religious centers. 


History: 
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Most of the structures seen today on the mound belong to stratum 2, the Israelite city of the 8th Century 
B.C.  The city was destroyed by the Assyrians in  701.


Bible Archaeology and Significant Discoveries: 

A deep well - Near the outer gate of the city is a well and a tamarisk tree.  Both are later than the time of 
the patriarchs, but they remind one of the well Abraham dug and the tree he planted (Gen 21).  The 
tamarisk tree is well suited to life in the Negev with its deep root system and its ability to survive on brack-
ish water.  It secretes salt on its leaves and drips water in the morning. The well located near the entrance 
of the city was discovered and 20m of fill were removed and the bottom was still uncovered. Among the 
discoveries were Iron Age I findings.  Some suggests this may be a well from Genesis 21:1-22:1ff (though 
other scholars disagree). 
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Stratum II- Excavated by Y. Aharoni 1969-1975, broad areas of Stratum II of Tell Sheba were exposed.

Reconstruction work began in 1990 and has concentrated on rebuilding the city as it was in the latter part 
of the 8th century during the time of King Hezekiah. The Foundation for one of earliest house-type 
dwellings is in the basic four-room house design. 

Stables or Storehouses?  Three tripartite pillared buildings were revealed in the excavations.  The archae-
ologists believe that these are storehouses in part because of the large quantity of vessels found inside.  
Other scholars regard this building design as characteristic of stables and evidence suggests this is a 
more accurate identification.

Four-Room House - Better known as an Israelite pillared building, this typical structure has been found 
around the country throughout the Iron Age (1200-600 BC). Subdivided by pillars into smaller rooms, 
these houses were often built against the city wall, with the house’s back wall forming a portion of the 
city’s casemate wall.

A horned altar made of well-dressed stones measuring 1.6m square incorporated into the storehouse 
building walls. Probably destroyed by Hezekiah or Josiah.

Large, impressive underground cistern and water system


Map:
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BACKGROUND AND NAME: 
The area of Bethsaida was referred in the New Testament in conjunction with two of Jesus miracles: heal-
ing the blind man and the first feeding of the Multitude. It is also known as the birthplace of some of the 
Apostles (Andrew, Peter, Philip). Mark 8:22: “And he cometh to Bethsaida; and they bring a blind man 
unto him…”  For more than a thousand years, the location of ancient Bethsaida was completely lost.  
Several attempts were made to locate its ruins and many possible locations were put forward.  In 1987, a 
team of researchers began excavations at one of the more popular suggestions, believing the location of 
“et-Tell” to be the biblical site.  In recent years another proposal has been made suggesting that El-Araj,  
a small tell located near the north shore of the Sea of Galilee and near where the Jordan River enters the 
lake, is in fact the biblical Bethsaida. 


Beth, Beith – in Hebrew – House.  Tsaida – in Hebrew: Hunt.   BethSaida – the combined name means 
“House of the Hunt”.   Julias – the Roman name of the city, named after Caesar’s daughter and Augus-
tus’s powerful third wife.


LOCATION: 
The area of Et-Tell is located at the fertile delta of the upper Jordan river, near to where it enters to the sea 
of Galilee. The site is located on a hill, several hundred meters to the east of the Jordan river, and 30M 
higher than the valley. It is 1.5KM north of the northern shores of the sea of Galilee, and 4KM northeast to 
Capernaum. The ruins cover about 20 acres on the hill.  An aerial view is shown in the following picture. 
The major points of interest are indicated. BethSaida (Khirbet et-Tell) is located in the center, east of the 
Jordan Park. The access to the site is from the gate to the Jordan park. Right after passing the gate, turn 
left and reach the parking lot on the north side of the ruins of BethSaida.


El-Araj is a small tell located near the north shore of the Sea of Galilee and near where the Jordan River 
enters the lake. It is one of several sites argued to be a candidate for the site of Bethsaida mentioned in 
the Gospels. 


HISTORY: 
Bethsaida, an ancient city on the north side of the Sea of Galilee, is a “tale of two cities” – an Iron age city 
of the land of Geshur, and a Roman city known as Julias.  According to Josephus, Bethsaida was later 
upgraded to a polis city by Herod Phillip and renamed Julias. The commonly accepted view that et-Tell is 
to be identified as first-century Bethsaida has its critics, and the el-Araj excavation is an attempt to exca-
vate what is thought by some scholars to be a more favorable site for the location of Bethsaida-Julias. 
Four seasons of excavation have produced remains of a Byzantine church and Roman-style urbanization. 
It is hopeful the latter might correspond to the city of Julias built by Herod Phillip. If this is the case, then 
the remains of the first-century fishing village of Bethsaida should be in close proximity and forthcoming. 
The excavations at el-Araj will contribute to the ongoing discussion regarding the location of Bethsaida-
Julias.


Passage Guidepost:  
Bethsaida / Et Tell / El Araj
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Biblical Period – capital city of Geshur: 
During the excavations at the site, there was an unexpected discovery of remains from a sizable Biblical 
city, which predated the events of the New Testament by a thousand years. The archaeologists recon-
structed, on the east side of the hill, remains of a massive gate complex belonging to the Iron Age. The 
gate led to a paved square in front of a huge palace. This was part of the fortified city, which was found-
ed in the 10th century BC. Its size (20 acres) and location suggest this was the capital city of Geshur, and 
was identified as the city of Zer (or Zed). The mound included an upper city and palace on the north 
eastern side, and a lower city which covered the other parts of the hill.


The land of Geshur was the border of Joshua’s territory, and some of its cities were incorporated in the 
Israelite area (Joshua 13:11-13): “… and the border of the Geshurites and Maachathites… Nevertheless 
the children of Israel expelled not the Geshurites, nor the Maachathites: but the Geshurites and the 
Maachathites dwell among the Israelites until this day”.  Geshur was located during the time (10th centu-
ry BC) on the eastern side of the Jordan river, around the area of this site. It was also the country of King 
David’s third wife, Maacha, mother of Absalom (2 Samuel 3:3): “…and the third, Absalom the son of 
Maacah the daughter of Talmai king of Geshur”. Absalom found refuge in the Geshurite city after murder-
ing his elder brother Amnon (2 Samuel 13:37-38): “But Absalom fled, and went to Talmai, the son of 
Ammihud, king of Geshur. And David mourned for his son every day. So Absalom fled, and went to 
Geshur, and was there three years”.  Zer was a well fortified walled city. The city was protected by water 
on its south side, since at those times the Sea of Galilee reached the hill.


The smashed stele: 

One of the interesting findings in the excavations is a stele depicting a bull. The basalt stone was found 
smashed to five pieces on a gate altar located at the inner side of the gate. It is believed to represent 
Geshurite Beth-Saida’s chief deities, smashed by the Assyrians who conquered the site. The city was 
destroyed by the Assyrians during their intrusions to Northern Israel.  This Assyrian destruction was by 
the forces of Tiglath-Pileser III in 734-732 BC during the times of King Pekah (2 Kings 15:29: “In the days 
of Pekah king of Israel came Tiglathpileser king of Assyria, and took Ijon, and Abelbethmaachah, and 
Janoah, and Kedesh, and Hazor, and Gilead, and Galilee, all the land of Naphtali, and carried them cap-
tive to Assyria.”).


Hellenistic and early Roman period: 
During the Hellenistic period, starting at the 3rd century BC, the ruined city was rebuilt. Josephus Flav-
ius, the Roman historian and ex-Jewish commander, writes about BethSaida during the early Roman pe-
riod. According to the Josephus, Bethsaida was given (in 30 AD) to Herod Phillip, one of the sons of 
Herod the great. He fortified the city and renamed it to Julias, in honor of Caesar’s daughter and Augus-
tus’s powerful third wife, so that implies that the city was important. Herod Phillip was also buried there 
(34 AD). 


Josephus fought against the Romans during the great revolt, and during the preparations for the war (66 
AD) he was wounded near Bethsaida after falling from his horse (Autobiography, 72): “… Julias, near to 
the river Jordan… for the horse on which I rode, and upon whose back I fought, fell into a quagmire, and 
threw me on the ground, and I was bruised on my wrist, and carried into a village named Cepharnome, 
or Capernaum”.  


The excavations found residences from the Hellenistic and early Roman period. Two of the reconstructed 
structures are seen on the walking tour of Bethsaida, and named the “Winemaker’s house” and the 
“Fisherman’s house“.  The archaeologists also found a 1st century AD building (20M x 6m) with thick 
walls which was built over the Biblical period gate complex, believed to be a temple dedicated to the 
Roman imperial cult of Livia-Julia. Ritual vessels were found in the debris of the structure.


BIBLICAL HISTORY AND SIGNIFICANCE: 
Jesus and Bethsaida: 
According to the New Testament, BethSaida was known as the birthplace of the Apostles Andrew, Peter, 
and Philip (John 1:44): “Now Philip was of Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter”. The area of Beth-
saida was referred in the new testament in conjunction with two of Jesus miracles: healing the blind man 
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(Mark 8:22:”And he cometh to Bethsaida; and they bring a blind man unto him…..”), and the first feed-
ing of the Multitude


(Luke 9:16: “”And the apostles, when they were returned, told him all that they had done. And he took 
them, and went aside privately into a desert place belonging to the city called Bethsaida…”).


Later, Jesus cursed Bethsaida since its Jewish residents did not follow his teachings (Matthew 11:21: 
“Woe unto thee, Chorazin! woe unto thee, Bethsaida! for if the mighty works, which were done in you, 
had been done in Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented long ago in sackcloth and ashes”). In-
deed, the cursed city was destroyed during the 4th century AD.


BIBLICAL ARCHAEOLOGY AND SIGNIFICANT DISCOVERIES: 
Roman Street 
A Roman period stone paved street was exca-
vated in the residential area (“Area C”) on the 
northern section of the city. The north-south 
street passes between two residential houses – 
the “Winemaker’s house” on the left and other 
structure on the right. The view of the street is 
shown in the following picture, from the north 
side.  The street passed along the walls of the 
“Winemaker’s house”.

The Wine Maker’s house 
One of the reconstructed residential houses in 
Area C, on the north side of the city, was named 
“The Wine Maker’s” house since a wine cellar 
was found in the complex. This house was a 2 
story structure, with a large courtyard on the 
street side, residence rooms on the north side, 
and a wine cellar on the east side. The house is dated from the Hellenistic period (2nd century BC) to 
the early Roman period (1st century AD).  The residence rooms were located on the north side of the 
courtyard. A large shard incised with a cross was found in the entrance from the courtyard to the 
rooms.  Four large wine jars were found under the roof of the cellar. In another wine cellar in area C, in 
a nearby house, a total of 17 jars and jugs were found.

The Fisherman’s house 
Another residential house in the Area “B”, located in the center of the hill, was named “The fisherman’s 
house”. The entrance to the house is from the street’s side. Past this entrance is the open courtyard. 
The residential rooms are located on the north and east sides.  This house was a single story struc-

ture, with a large courtyard on the 
street side, residence rooms on the 
north side, and a kitchen on the east 
side.  The house is dated from the 
Hellenistic period (2nd century BC) to 
the early Roman period (1st century 
AD).  

Center

In the center of the hill (“Area B”) are 
additional Roman residential houses 
on the upper level (Roman period – 
“Stratum 2”), and on a lower level is 
the King’s palace from the Iron-age 
city (belonging to the Iron Age – “Stra-
tum 5”) . The original eucalyptus forest 
that covered the area, planted by the 
KKL in the 60s or 70s, was cleared out 
on most of the area. Some of the tree 
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barks remain, adding some nice shots.

Gate Area 
An Iron age city was excavated under the Roman layer, which was founded in the 10th century BC 
and destroyed on the 8th century BC. On the eastern side of the city the excavators reconstructed a 
massive gate complex. The design of the inner gate was based on a four-chamber layout. The width 
of the city walls was a massive 6M, with additional 2M for the supporting walls (buttresses).   The 
gate complex was composed of four towers, measuring between 6M x 6M to 8M x 10M. The The two 
eastern towers were thoroughly destroyed in the Assyrian (8th century BC) assault, and were not in 
use in the later Roman period walls.  A paved road followed the outer side of the eastern walls, and 
entered through an outer gateway between the two northern towers, entering a courtyard between 
the four towers. It then turned west into an inner gateway, passing between a four-room inner gate-
house measuring 35 x 17.5M.

Sacrificial high place 
Two steles stand upright on both sides of the gate. A sacrificial high place is located on the southern 
side of the inner gate. The pit was found to contain bones of kosher animals. The structure is based 
on large basalt stones. It was reconstructed with wood beams to a height of 3M, and is the largest 
Biblical gate excavated in the Holy Land. The area of the four-chamber gate covers 520 square me-
ters, compared to other cities which are smaller (Dan is 500M2, Megiddo 420M2, Dor 420M2, Beer 
Sheba 250 & 220M2, Ashdod 200M2 and Tell En-Nasbeh/Mizpah 180M2). 
Stepped High place 
A gate altar (Hebrew: “Bamah”) was found in front of the inner gate house, on its right (north) side. 
The 1.6M x 2.1M altar is built by plastered basalt stones with two steps that lead up to the top. The 
pagan altars are described in many Biblical verses, such as (Ezekiel 20:29): “Then I said unto them, 
What is the high place whereunto ye go? And the name whereof is called Bamah unto this day”. Note 
the the KJV version added the Hebrew word Bamah. The “high place” is in this case just two steps 
up, but in most cases it was located on a high-place – on top of hills or large trees. Ezekial describes 
the practice (20:28): “…then they saw every high hill, and all the thick trees, and they offered there 
their sacrifices, and there they presented the provocation of their offering: there also they made their 
sweet savour, and poured out there their drink 
offerings”.   A 50 x 60cm stone basin was 
found on top of the altar. Near the altar was 
a stele bearing the figure of a horned bull. It 
was broken to five pieces, another evidence 
of the Assyrian destruction.

Royal Escape Tunnel? 
An escape tunnel under the Iron Age city of 
Geshur may have been recently (2014) un-
covered. The tunnel, leading from the Royal 
palace, towards a gap between the eastern 
inner and outer city walls, may have served 
the royals to safely flee from a besieged city. 
A similar escape tunnel is referred in the ac-
cords of Zedekiah during the Babylonian 
siege (2 Kings 25:1-4): “…Nebuchadnezzar 
king of Babylon came, he, and all his host, 
against Jerusalem, and pitched against it… 
And the city was besieged unto the eleventh 
year of king Zedekiah. And on the ninth day 
of the fourth month the famine prevailed in 
the city, and there was no bread for the peo-
ple of the land. And the city was broken up, 
and all the men of war fled by night by the 
way of the gate between two walls, which is 
by the king’s garden…and the king went the 
way toward the plain”.
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Excavations at El-Araj  (from article in Christianity Today by R. Steven Notley, PHD) 
The process at el Araj started five years ago, when Marc Turnage, a PhD candidate at Bar Ilan University 
in Israel, organized what we call a “shovel survey,” digging and sifting the soil from several five-meter by 
five-meter squares to a depth of 30 centimeters (about a foot). Archaeologists then collect and date the 
pottery, glass, and coins they’ve found to create a profile of the site and its settlement.

Our team determined that there was settlement at el Araj over a thousand years spanning the Roman, 
Byzantine, Islamic, and Crusader periods —precisely the time frame of Bethsaida, according to historical 
sources.

Our excavations began in 2016 under the direction of Professor Mordechai Aviam from the Kinneret Insti-
tute for Galilean Archeology at Kinneret College, Israel. With a limited budget, the scale of our efforts was 
initially small. Many excavations involve a hundred or more volunteers for six weeks. Our team was less 
than 20, working for two weeks.

In the upper strata we found remains from a Crusader sugar factory, which had mostly reused still-stand-
ing Byzantine walls. In the following season, we continued to excavate what we now know was a Byzan-
tine monastery that accompanied a church. This is a common combination in Galilee. Although we were 
not yet able to identify the walls of the church, its existence was unmistakably signaled each season by 
the discovery of individual gold-gilded glass tesserae, which are only found in wall mosaics of ornate 
churches. We also decided to dig two probes to see if there were Roman remains under the Byzantine 
floors.

The results were remarkable. Beneath the Byzantine pavement, dated with numerous coins, we encoun-
tered a layer of about 40 cm of silt, later identified from the Jordan River. There were no archaeological 
artifacts in this layer. Below the alluvial soil, we immediately encountered a compacted dirt floor with Ro-
man pottery, coins, and lacking any Byzantine objects. The most amazing discovery were portions of a 
mosaic floor. These belonged to a Roman bath, which was indicated by accompanying ceramic vents 
and roof tiles.

The Roman bath captured the imagina-
tion of the international media and for 
good reason. This was the first evi-
dence of urbanization in the region: A 
Roman bath is not a common feature in 
a Jewish village. However, the Jewish 
historian Josephus reports that Herod 
Philip, son of Herod the Great, trans-
formed the village of Bethsaida into a 
city and renamed it Julias after the wife 
of Caesar Augustus and the mother of 
Tiberius (Antiquities 18:28). The bath-
house aptly belongs to what we would 
expect from Herod Philip’s urbaniza-
tion.

While no one excavating at el Araj has 
declared the search for Bethsaida over, 
in light of these discoveries, el Araj 
should now be considered the leading 
candidate for Bethsaida-Julias.


A New Testament fishing village 
The new finds in 2017 encouraged us to enlarge our excavation, and last year we quadrupled our efforts 
to 40 volunteers for four weeks. We excavated areas beyond the main site. We found no Crusader and 
little Byzantine settlement in these outlying areas—but Roman walls, pottery, and coins instead.

Moving to an area 100 meters north of the main excavation, we found more evidence that el Araj was the 
site of a large settlement in the Roman period. We found only Roman period houses, walls, pottery, coins, 
and a large Roman taboon (oven).

Together with these discoveries we have found evidence of Jewish life. Distinctive limestone dishes and 
knife-pared Herodian lamps that were only made in Jerusalem prior to 70 C.E. present clear indications of 
Jewish settlement at el Araj.
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These finds add to the mounting evidence that el Araj was the site of a Jewish village that was trans-
formed into a city in the Roman period, precisely as it is reported in the New Testament and early Jew-
ish sources. It certainly was not four meters under the lake as some have contended. (One modern 
theory promoted by the excavators at et-Tell suggests that the lake was much higher in the first centu-
ry, and that’s why their location is so far removed from the water.)

The importance of the Roman settlement should not be overlooked. If el Araj was settled in the period 
of the New Testament, then it lay on the lakeshore between the Sea of Galilee and et-Tell, and there-
fore is the more likely location for a first-century fishing village as the New Testament describes.

Byzantine pilgrims drawn to el Araj 
Some have questioned the attention drawn toward what is being called the Church of the Apostles. By 
itself, the Byzantine church should not be considered evidence for the location of first-century Beth-
saida. However, coupled with the extensive and increasing archaeological evidence from the earlier 
Roman period at el Araj, the church does take on increased significance.

To understand how remarkable this find is, no other Byzantine churches been found in the area on the 
lakeshore between Capernaum and Kursi, the eastern side of the Sea of Galilee known as ancient 
Gergesa.

Moreover, what we have found is precisely what was reported by pilgrims traveling this region in the 
Byzantine period. In other words, not only do we not have any other churches in the immediate vicinity 
of el Araj, we have no other churches mentioned other than the one we are currently excavating. To-
gether this reinforces the identification of our church with the one Byzantine pilgrims report was at 
Bethsaida.

Memories are long in the East, and it seems that the Christian community had not forgotten the loca-
tion for the hometown of the apostles when they reestablished a Christian presence at the site of el 
Araj in the fifth century C.E.


NOTES AND REFLECTIONS:
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BACKGROUND AND NAME: 
Tel Hazor is one of the largest, most important biblical 
sites in the Canaanite and Israelite periods. The bible 
gave it the title: “the head of all those kingdoms”.  
Known in Joshua’s day as “the head of all those king-
doms,” the tell of Hazor is today the largest in Israel at 200 acres (80 ha). At its height in the Canaanite pe-
riod, the city encompassed the entire tell.  Later when it was inhabited by Israelites, the fortified city includ-
ed only the Upper City. Visiting this excavated site is an exciting experience, taking you back 3-4 thou-
sands years to the times this might city was the gateway between Egypt and Mesopotamia.  The source of 
the word for Hazor is from Hebrew, meaning “yard” (Hazer) or a “cattle yard”. There are several biblical sites 
with this name in Israel. It is mentioned in Joshua 11:10 as a part of the conquest.


LOCATION:

Tel Hazor is located on the east of the northern part of Israel, the upper Galilee. Its prime location on the 
main ancient road through Syria to Babylon, made it an important city. This road bypassed the impossible 
way through the desert, and was an important link between the two strong empires of the ancient world: 
Egypt on the south, and Mesopotamia (Babylon, Assyria, Persia) on the north.  You can reach the site, a 
national park, by driving north from Rosh-Pina (Highway #90).  The museum that hosts most of the archae-
ological findings is located in another location: in the nearby Kibbutz, Ayyelet Ha-shachar, 0.5KM north to 
the park’s entrance. Additional findings are displayed in the Israel Museum in Jerusalem. 


HISTORY:

Hazor was controlled by both the Canaanites and Israelites, and was a major military objective of various 
ancient kings from as far away as Egypt. It is now the largest archaeological site in Israel.  “A stronghold of 

the Canaanites in the mountains north of 
Lake Merom (Joshua 11:1-5). Jabin the 
king with his allied tribes here encoun-
tered Joshua in a great battle. Joshua 
gained a signal victory, which virtually 
completed his conquest of Canaan 
(11:10-13). This city was, however, af-
terwards rebuilt by the Canaanites, and 
was ruled by a king with the same 
hereditary name of Jabin. His army, un-
der a noted leader of the name of Sis-
era, swept down upon the south, aim-
ing at the complete subjugation of the 
country.  This powerful army was met 
by the Israelites under Barak, who went 
forth by the advice of the prophetess 
Deborah.  The result was one of the 
most remarkable victories for Israel 
recorded in the Old Testament (Joshua 
19:36; Judges 4:2; 1 Samuel 12:9). The 

Passage Guidepost: Hazor
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city of Hazor was taken and occupied by the Israelites.  It was fortified by Solomon to defend the en-
trance into the kingdom from Syria and Assyria. When Tiglath-pileser, the Assyrian king, invaded the 
land, this was one of the first cities he captured, carrying its inhabitants captive into Assyria (2 Kings 
15:29)…” (Matthew G. Easton)


32-22 century BC

Early settlement in the upper city (Early Bronze period)


18th century BC

The city was established in both upper & lower cities; referenced in Egyptian texts


18th century BC

mentioned in texts in Mari (Euphrates river, Mesopotamia)


15th century BC

Mentioned in the Amarna letters , a 14th century BC Egyptian archive of clay tablets: a correspondence 
between Hazor’s king and the pharaoh.

Mentioned in several other Egyptian military campaigns in 15-
14 century BC.


end 13th century BC

City was destroyed, as found in excavations.

After then the upper city was rebuilt, but the lower city was 
not settled again after the 13th century BC.


11xx BC

A battle (Judges 4) led by Sisera, Jabin’s general, against 
Judge Deborah and Barak Ben Avinoam, is won by the Is-
raelites near Mount Tabor and Jezreel Valley.


11xx BC

Mei-Merom battle (Joshua 11: 13); Canaanite coalition led by 
Hazor’s King Jabin is defeated to Israelites; Hazor is burnt (as 
per the Bible, apparently verified in excavations)


12-10 century BC

Upper city is resettled by Israelites.


968-928 BC

New gate and walls built by the Israelites (King Solomon) – 
written in the bible, verified in excavations. Only the upper 
city was resettled.


9th century BC

King Ahab expands the city, digs the water system, adds citadel, storehouses and public buildings.


885 BC

Syria’s Ben-Hadad intrusion along the North Jordan valley (1 Kings 15 20); damages to Hazor


841 BC

Intrusion of Shalmaneser III marks first Assyrian expedition; damages to Hazor


815-810 BC

Intrusion of Syria’s Hazael (2 Kings 8:12, 10:32-33, 12:18-19, 13:3+7; Amos 1:3); Hazor damaged.


734-732 BC


https://www.biblewalks.com/tabor
https://www.biblewalks.com/yizreel_valley_gallery
https://www.biblewalks.com/tabor
https://www.biblewalks.com/yizreel_valley_gallery
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Intrusion Tiglath-Pileser III (Kings II 15: 29; verified by excavations). Hazor is totally destroyed


7th century-2nd century BC

small settlement on western citadel; after then the Tel is abandoned


Modern times

Archaeological Excavations (1875,1928, 1955-8, 1968-9, 1990+)


Hazor was allotted to the tribe of Naphtali (Joshua 19:36) and is mentioned in the account of Judges 4 
and 5, the story of Deborah and Barak (Judges 4:2-3, 24).


BIBLICAL HISTORY AND SIGNIFICANCE: 

Biblical References  
Joshua 11:10-13:  This text talks about the conquest of Hazor by Joshua, and described Hazor as “the 
head of all those kingdoms”.  “And Joshua at that time turned back, and took Hazor, and smote the 
king thereof with the sword: for Hazor beforetime was the head of all those kingdoms. And they smote 
all the souls that were therein with the edge of the sword, utterly destroying them: there was not any 
left to breathe: and he burnt Hazor with fire. But as for the cities that stood still in their strength, Israel 
burned none of them, save Hazor only; that did Joshua burn


Judges 4:2, 17: “And the LORD sold them into the hand of Jabin king of Canaan, that reigned in Ha-
zor; the captain of whose host was Sisera, which dwelt in Harosheth of the Gentiles”….”Howbeit Sis-
era fled away on his feet to the tent of Jael the wife of Heber the Kenite: for there was peace between 
Jabin the king of Hazor and the house of Heber the Kenite”.


1 Kings 9:15: King Solomon builds Hazor:   “And this is the reason of the levy which king Solomon 
raised; for to build the house of the LORD, and his own house, and Millo, and the wall of Jerusalem, 
and Hazor, and Megiddo, and Gezer”.


2 Kings 15: 29:  The Assyrian Tiglat Pileser destroys Hazor:  “In the days of Pekah king of Israel came 
Tiglathpileser king of Assyria, and took Ijon, and Abelbethmaachah, and Janoah, and Kedesh, and Ha-
zor, and Gilead, and Galilee, all the land of Naphtali, and carried them captive to Assyria”.


2 Samuel 5:8:  King David captures the “conduit” (gutter) in Jerusalem, considered to be a water sys-
tem similar to the one in Hazor.  “And David said on that day, Whosoever getteth up to the gutter, and 
smiteth the Jebusites, and the lame and the blind that are hated of David’s soul, he shall be chief and 
captain….”


BIBLICAL ARCHAEOLOGY AND SIGNIFICANT DISCOVERIES: 
Hazor is an important and impressive site. In fact, Hazor is the largest archaeological site in Israel. This 
200-acre city consists of two parts, the Upper City, or Acropolis, and the Lower City. The next largest 
cities, apart from Jerusalem, are Gezer and Lachish at 18 acres. Hazor is eleven times the size of these 
cities!  For the student of the Bible, Hazor has an impressive amount of Biblical history and the ar-
chaeological remains to go along with it.  The first Israeli excavator of Hazor, Yigel Yadin, and the 
present excavator, Amnon Ben-Tor, believe the burn level of the Late Bronze II period is evidence of 
Joshua’s destruction. 

Yadin excavated a very impressive six-chambered gate dating to the 10th century BC and built by 
King Solomon. Similar gates from this period were discovered at Megiddo and Gezer. Yadin connected 
this phenomenon with a passage in the Scriptures, “And this is the reason for the labor force which 
King Solomon raised to build: to build the house of the LORD, his own house, the Millo, the wall of 
Jerusalem, Hazor, Megiddo, and Gezer” (1 Kings 9:15).  Four room house excavated in ancient Hazor.  
In the mid-8th century BC an extraordinary earthquake hit the Middle East. Amos (1:2) as well as Isaiah 
(2:19, 21) predicted this earthquake. Yadin discovered evidence for this earthquake in the 1950s in 
Area A. “…Walls were uncovered that tilted to the south or east and collapsed floors were found. …
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The prophets warned the people to humble themselves because they were proud and haughty. If they did 
not, the prophets said, God would humble them with an earthquake (Isaiah 2). …Based on the archaeo-
logical evidence, it was determined that the magnitude of this quake measured at 8.2 on the Richter 
scale! That was a big quake.

Solomon’s Gates and Walls  
These gates and walls have been reconstruct, but date to the time of King Solomon’s period, in the 10th 
century BC. An earlier layer, from the Late Bronze I age (Canaanite period, 15-14th century BC), can be 
seen on the left side of the wall, at a 20 degrees orientation difference than the later layer. In this layer was 
a Canaanite temple, with a staircase that led to the sacred area.  The Solomonic gate is symmetric on 
both sides of the entrance, and is composed of two towers, three rooms within each tower, and two bas-
tions projecting on both side. This style is similar to the gates in Megiddo and Gezer, and proves the Bibli-
cal text that Solomon built these three major cities (as per 1 Kings 9). The eastern walls are from King 
Solomon’s period (10th century BC) on the south side of the gate. It is a double wall “casemate” type, 
which extends north and south to the gate, and actually around the whole walled city.  A smaller section 
of the casemate wall is seen also on the north side of the gate.   An earlier layer, from the Late Bronze I 
age (Canaanite period, 15-14th century BC), is seen on the left side of the wall, at a 20 degrees orientation 
difference than the later layer. In this layer was a Canaanite temple, with a staircase that led to the sacred 
area.

Canaanite Palace 
A royal palace from the Canaanite period – Late Bronze Age II (14-13th century BC) is located west to the 
gate. A roof was built over the structure to protect it.  In front of the structure, on the east side, is a large 
courtyard with a platform.  The palace was burnt down, perhaps by the Israelites led by Joshua (as per 
Joshua 11:11) “…and he burnt Hazor with fire”. The palace was built with mud bricks, lined with huge 
black basalt sliced stones as a base.  Around the main throne room were rooms on three sides. The exca-
vators found several clay tablets, stone and bronze statues

Israelite water system 
A huge system to supply fresh water is located in the south west side of the upper city. This system was 
built in the 9th century BC, during the time of King Ahab. It was designed after similar inner-city water 

systems, such as in Tel Megiddo, Gezer, Lachish, and possibly 
the “conduit” (“gutter”) the King David captured in Jerusalem 
(2 Samuel 5:8).  The builders dug into the ground, going 
through earlier Iron Age levels, and supporting the dig with 
large walls. They dug down 46M deep in a square vertical 
shaft – until reaching bedrock.   There are a total of 123 wide 
steps that enabled access to the water at the bottom. The 
steps were covered with rough chalky plaster. A drain is lo-
cated at the left side to prevent slippage, and to drain the wa-
ter.  The site was excavated in 1968, and since the whole cav-
ity was filled with debris, this required great efforts and fund-
ing to clean out the soil.  A modern steel structure was built 
for the modern visitors.  The way down is easy, but climbing 
up is a challenge – although worth the experience.  At the 
edge of the shaft is a tunnel that was cut into the rock, and 
leads to the water pool.   The water was precious at a time of 
siege, and enabled the defenders to continue living without 
access to the water wells in the valley.

Israelite city 
In the western side of the upper city are the ruins of an Is-
raelite city from the 9th century BC.  This aerial view was cap-
tured from the north side. The Israelite Kingdom city was de-
stroyed in 734-732 BC by the Assyrians.  A monumental en-
trance gate protected the citadel. The doors were adorned by 
a pair of capitals depicting stylized palm trees (a pattern simi-
lar to the public structure in Megiddo).  The Israelite city was 

built over several layers of previous periods. An 11th century BC high-place can also be seen at the site.  
A closer view of the sacred place, dated to the period of the Judges can also be seen.  On the western 
side of the city are the remains of the double wall “casemate” type from Solomon’s city.
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Israelite citadel 
On the western edge of the city are remains of an Israelite tower (8th century). This tower was the last 
Israelite construction in Hazor, built to strengthen the defenses before the Assyrian onslaught.  The city 
fell in 732 BC (2 Kings 15:29): “”In the days of Pekah king of Israel came Tiglathpileser king of Assyria, 
and took …Hazor… and carried them captive to Assyria”.  The tower overlooks the lower city:

North Walls 
A deep section was cut into the north east edge of the upper city. These excavations, overlooking the 
lower city reveal a mix of 3 periods.  A view towards the west shows the sections of the excavated area 
(‘M’) which was excavated in 2012. Here a monumental structure was exposed, with several rooms, 
and was dated to the 13th century (Late Canaanite period). Solomon’s wall (10th century) can be seen 
nearby, and was the north-east corner of the fortifications. The later period structures (9th century) are 
located at the center and right side. Beneath it is a Canaanite period staircase (14-13 century) that con-
nected the lower and upper cities. A paved area contains a podium.  A new section of the 3500 years 
old monumental staircase, leading up to the Canaanite palace, was revealed in 2019. The staircase is  
4.5m wide, and made of large basalt slabs. Seven steps were unearthed so far in this section. Like oth-
er public Canaanite structures on the Upper city, this monumental structure was also violently de-
stroyed in the 13th century (following the Israelite conquest). As per Joshua 11:10-12: “And Joshua … 
took Hazor, and…  smote all the souls that were therein with the edge of the sword, utterly destroying 
them: there was not any left to breathe: and he burnt Hazor with fire”.

Reconstructed Structures 
In the north-west area the excavators rearranged two facilities that were originally located in another 
place – the Canaanite palace. They were removed and reconstructed in order to reach lower levels.  A 
reconstructed oil press is here and there was also found from the 8th century BC a four-roomed house 
above the palace. The stone weight on the edge of the lever pushed the stone on the basket and 
squeezed the olives, extracting the precious olive oil unto the grooves of the base stone.

Lower city 
The lower city is a huge area (700 Dunam, 70 Hectares) located north to the upper city, across the Ha-
zor valley. It is surrounded by a rampart, and a narrow strip extending to the east. In the lower city the 
following were unearthed in various areas: a Canaanite temple (13-14 century BC) with statues; remains 
of structures, tombs and pits (18-13 century BC); Canaanite temples (18-13 century BC); four gates of 
the lower city found on top of each other (18-13 century BC); five gates (18-13 century BC). Thus, the 

low- er 
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Background and Name 
Masada - Hebrew for fortress ("metzad"). Masada is located on a steep 
and isolated hill on the edge of the Judean desert mountains, on the 
shores of the Dead Sea. It was the last and most important fortress of the 
great Jewish rebellion against Rome (66-73 AD), and one of the most im-
pressive archaeological sites in Israel. The last stand of the Jewish free-
dom fighters ended in tragic events in its last days, which were thoroughly 
detailed in the accords of the Roman historian of that period, Josephus 
Flavius. Masada became one of the Jewish people's greatest icons, and a 
symbol of humanity's struggle for freedom from oppression. Israeli sol-
diers take an oath here: "Masada shall not fall again." 
Location 
Masada is located on a diamond-shaped flat plateau (600M x 200M, 80 
Dunam or 8 Hectares). The hill is surrounded by deep gorges, at a height of roughly 440M above the Dead 
sea level. It is accessed by roads from the east (Dead sea coast road #90) or from Arad on the west (road 
#3199). During the Roman siege it was surrounded with a 4KM long siege wall (Dyke), with 8 army camps 
(A thru G) around the hill. 
History:  
Period:		 Date:	 	 Event:

Biblical		 1000 BC	 David hides in the desert fortresses (Masada?)

Hellenistic	 2nd C BC	 Hasmonean King (Alexander Jannaeus?) fortifies the hill

Roman		 31 BC	 	 Major earthquake damages the Hasmonean fortifications

	 	 24 BC	 	 Herod the Great builds the winter palace and fort

	 	 4 BC	 	 Herod dies; Romans station a garrison at Masada

	 	 66 AD	 	 Head of Sicarii zealots, Judah Galilee, is murdered, Eleazar Ben-Yair flees to 
	 	 	 	 Masada, establishes and commands a community of zealots

	 	 67 AD	 	 Sicarii sack Ein Gedi on Passover eve, filling up their storerooms with the 
	 	 	 	 booty	 

	 	 66-73 AD	 Great Revolt of the Jews against the Romans

	 	 70 AD	 	 Jerusalem is destroyed by Romans; last zealots assemble in Masada (total 
	 	 	 	 1,000), commanded by Eleazar Ben-Yair

	 	 73 AD	 	 Roman 10th Legion under Flavius Silvia, lay a siege, build 8 camps, siege 
	 	 	 	 wall & ramp

	 	 73 AD	 	 After several months the Romans penetrate the walls with tower and 	
	 	 	 	 battering ram - Masada falls; the defenders commit suicide…Josephus 

	 	 	 	 Flavius writes (in Rome) the story of the siege and fall

Byzantine	 5th C AD	 Monastery founded by hermits

Arab	 	 7 C 	 	 Monastery ceases to exist

Ottoman	 19th C		 Travelers arrive

British	 	 1932	 	 First survey of the fort

Israel	 	 1949	 	 Masada is under Israel's rule; becomes a symbol

	 	 1955-56	 Survey excavations

	 	 1963-65	 Yoga Yadin excavates Masada

	 	 1971	 	 Cable Car constructed


Passage Guidepost: Masada
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Background and Name 
Masada - Hebrew for fortress ("metzad"). Masada is located on a steep and isolated hill on the edge of 
the Judean desert mountains, on the shores of the Dead Sea. It was the last and most important fortress 
of the great Jewish rebellion against Rome (66-73 AD), and one of the most impressive archaeological 
sites in Israel. The last stand of the Jewish freedom fighters ended in tragic events in its last days, which 
were thoroughly detailed in the accords of the Roman historian of that period, Josephus Flavius. Masada 
became one of the Jewish people's greatest icons, and a symbol of humanity's struggle for freedom from 
oppression. Israeli soldiers take an oath here: "Masada shall not fall again." 
Location 
Masada is located on a diamond-shaped flat plateau (600M x 200M, 80 Dunam or 8 Hectares). The hill is 
surrounded by deep gorges, at a height of roughly 440M above the Dead sea level. It is accessed by 
roads from the east (Dead sea coast road #90) or from Arad on the west (road #3199). During the Roman 
siege it was surrounded with a 4KM long siege wall (Dyke), with 8 army camps (A thru G) around the hill. 
History:  
Period:		 Date:	 	 Event:

Biblical		 1000 BC	 David hides in the desert fortresses (Masada?)

Hellenistic	 2nd C BC	 Hasmonean King (Alexander Jannaeus?) fortifies the hill

Roman		 31 BC	 	 Major earthquake damages the Hasmonean fortifications

	 	 24 BC	 	 Herod the Great builds the winter palace and fort

	 	 4 BC	 	 Herod dies; Romans station a garrison at Masada

	 	 66 AD	 	 Head of Sicarii zealots, Judah Galilee, is murdered, Eleazar Ben-Yair flees to 
	 	 	 	 Masada, establishes and commands a community of zealots

	 	 67 AD	 	 Sicarii sack Ein Gedi on Passover eve, filling up their storerooms with the 
	 	 	 	 booty	 

	 	 66-73 AD	 Great Revolt of the Jews against the Romans

	 	 70 AD	 	 Jerusalem is destroyed by Romans; last zealots assemble in Masada (total 
	 	 	 	 1,000), commanded by Eleazar Ben-Yair

	 	 73 AD	 	 Roman 10th Legion under Flavius Silvia, lay a siege, build 8 camps, siege 
	 	 	 	 wall & ramp

	 	 73 AD	 	 After several months the Romans penetrate the walls with tower and 	
	 	 	 	 battering ram - Masada falls; the defenders commit suicide…Josephus 

	 	 	 	 Flavius writes (in Rome) the story of the siege and fall

Byzantine	 5th C AD	 Monastery founded by hermits

Arab	 	 7 C 	 	 Monastery ceases to exist

Ottoman	 19th C		 Travelers arrive

British	 	 1932	 	 First survey of the fort

Israel	 	 1949	 	 Masada is under Israel's rule; becomes a symbol

	 	 1955-56	 Survey excavations

	 	 1963-65	 Yoga Yadin excavates Masada

	 	 1971	 	 Cable Car constructed

	 	 1989, 1995+	 Large scale development project and excavations (Ehud Netzer, Guy 	
	 	 	 	 Stiebel)

	 	 2001	 	 UNESCO World Heritage Site

The only written source about Masada is Josephus Flavius’ The Jewish War. Born Joseph ben Matityahu 
into a priestly family, Flavius was a young leader at the outbreak of the Great Jewish Rebellion against 
Rome (66 CE) when he was appointed governor of Galilee. Calling himself Josephus Flavius, he became 
a Roman citizen and a successful historian. 


According to Flavius, Herod the Great built the fortress of Masada between 37 and 31 BCE. Herod, an 
Idumean, had been made King of Judea by his Roman overlords and “furnished this fortress as a refuge 
for himself.” It included a casemate wall around the plateau, storehouses, large cisterns ingeniously filled 
with rainwater, barracks, palaces and an armory. Some 75 years after Herod’s death, at the beginning of 
the Re- volt of the Jews against the Romans in 66 CE, a group of Jewish rebels overcame the Roman 
garrison of Masada. After the fall of Jerusalem and the destruction of the Temple (70 CE) they were joined 
by zealots and their families who had fled from Jerusalem. There, they held out for three years, raiding 
and harassing the Romans. Then, in 73 CE, Roman governor Flavius Silva marched against Masada with 
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the Tenth Legion, auxiliary units and thousands of Jewish prisoners-of-war. The Romans established 
camps at the base of Masada, laid siege to it and built a circumvolution wall. They then constructed a ram-
part of thousands of tons of stones and beaten earth against the western approaches of the fortress and, 
in the spring of 74 CE, moved a battering ram up the ramp and breached the wall of the fortress. 
Once it became apparent that the Tenth Legion's battering rams and catapults would succeed in breaching 
Masada's walls, Elazar ben Yair - the Zealots’ leader - decided that all the Jewish defenders should commit 
suicide; the alternative facing the fortress’s defenders were hardly more attractive than death. 
Flavius dramatically recounts the story told him by two surviving women. The defenders – almost one thou- 
sand men, women and children – led by ben Yair, burnt down the fortress and killed each other. The 
Zealots cast lots to choose 10 men to kill the remainder. They then chose among themselves the one man 
who would kill the survivors. That last Jew then killed himself. Elazar’s final speech clearly was a masterful 
oration: 
"Since we long ago resolved never to be servants to the Romans, nor to any other than to God Himself, 
Who alone is the true and just Lord of mankind, the time is now come that obliges us to make that resolu-
tion true in practice ...We were the very first that revolted, and we are the last to fight against them; and I 
cannot but esteem it as a favor that God has granted us, that it is still in our power to die bravely, and in a 
state of freedom." 
The story of Masada survived in the writings of Josephus but not many Jews read his works and for well 
over fifteen hundred years it was a more or less forgotten episode in Jewish history. Then, in the 1920's, 
Hebrew writer Isaac Lamdan wrote "Masada," a poetic history of the anguished Jewish fight against a 
world full of enemies. According to Professor David Roskies, Lamdan's poem, "later inspired the uprising in 
the Warsaw Ghetto." 
The heroic story of Masada and its dramatic end attracted many explorers to the Judean desert in attempts 
to locate the remains of the fortress. The site was identified in 1842, but intensive excavations took place 
only in the mid-1960's with the help of hundreds of enthusiastic volunteers from Israel and from many for-
eign countries.To many, Masada symbolizes the determination of the Jewish people to be free in its own 
land. 


Biblical History and Significance 
The Herodian Fortress: The rhomboid, flat plateau of Masada measures 600 x 300 m. The casemate wall 
(two parallel walls with partitions dividing the space between them into rooms), is 1400 m. long and 4 m. 
wide. It was built along the edge of the plateau, above the steep cliffs, and it had many towers. Three nar-
row, winding paths led from below to fortified gates. The water supply was guaranteed by a network of 
large, rock- hewn cisterns on the northwestern side of the hill. They filled during the winter with rainwater 
flowing in streams from the mountain on this side. Cisterns on the summit supplied the immediate needs of 
the residents of Masada and could be relied upon in time of siege. 
To maintain interior coolness in the hot and dry climate of Masada, the many buildings of various sizes and 
functions had thick walls constructed of layers of hard dolomite stone, covered with plaster. The higher 
northern side of Masada was densely built up with structures serving as the administrative center of the 
fortress and included storehouses, a large bathhouse and comfortable living quarters for officials and their 
families. 
King Herod's Residential Palace: On the northern edge of the steep cliff, with a splendid view, stood the 
elegant, intimate, private palace-villa of the king. It was separated from the fortress by a wall, affording total 
privacy and security. This northern palace consists of three terraces, luxuriously built, with a narrow, rock -
cut staircase connecting them. On the upper terrace, several rooms served as living quarters; in front of 
them is a semi-circular balcony with two concentric rows of columns. The rooms were paved with black 
and white mosaics in geometric patterns. 
Remains of the Masada bathhouse: The two lower terraces were intended for entertainment and relax-
ation. The middle terrace had two concentric walls with columns, covered by a roof; this created a portico 
around a central courtyard. The lowest, square terrace has an open central courtyard, surrounded by porti-
cos. Its columns were covered with fluted plaster and supported Corinthian capitals. The lower parts of the 
walls were covered in frescos of multicolored geometrical patterns or painted in imitation of cut marble. On 
this terrace was also a small private bathhouse. Here, under a thick layer of debris, were found the remains 
of three skeletons, of a man, a woman and a child. The beautifully braided hair of the woman was pre-
served, and her sandals were found intact next to her; also hundreds of small, bronze scales of the man’s 
armor, probably booty taken from the Romans. 
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The Large Bathhouse: Elaborately built, it probably served the guests and senior officials of Masada. It 
consisted of a large courtyard surrounded by porticos and several rooms, all with mosaic or tiled floors 
and some with frescoed walls. The largest of the rooms was the hot room (caladarium). Its suspended 
floor was supported by rows of low pillars, making it possible to blow hot air from the furnace outside, 
under the floor and through clay pipes along the walls, to heat the room to the desired temperature. 
The Western Palace: This is the largest building on Masada, covering over 4,000 square meters (one 
acre). Located along the center of the western casemate wall, near the main gate towards Judea and 
Jerusalem, it served as the main administration center of the fortress, as well as the king’s ceremonial 
palace. It consists of four wings: an elaborate royal apartment, a service and workshop section, store-
rooms and an administrative unit. In the royal apartment, many rooms were built around a central court-
yard. On its southern side was a large room with two Ionic columns supporting the roof over the wide 
opening into the courtyard. Its walls were decorated with molded panels of white stucco. On the eastern 
side were several rooms with splendid colored mosaic floors. One of these, the largest room, has a par-
ticularly decorative mosaic floor with floral and geometric patterns within several concentric square 
bands. This room may have been King Herod’s throne room, the seat of authority when he was in resi-
dence at Masada. 
Remains of the Masada Synagogue: The synagogue, part of the Herodian construction, was a hall 
measuring 12.5 x 10.5 m., incorporated into the northwestern section of the casemate wall and oriented 
to- wards Jerusalem. This synagogue also served the Jews who lived in Masada during the Revolt. They 
built four tiers of plastered benches along the walls, as well as columns to support its ceiling. This syna-
gogue is considered to be the best example of the early synagogues, those predating the destruction of 
the Temple of Jerusalem in 70 CE. An ostracon bearing the inscription me'aser kohen (tithe for the 
priest) was found in the synagogue. Also, fragments of two scrolls, parts of Deuteronomy and Ezekiel 37 
(including the vision of the "dry bones"), were found hidden in pits dug under the floor of a small room 
built inside the synagogue. 
Among the many small finds of artifacts – most from the occupation period of the zealots – were pottery 
and stone vessels, weapons (mainly arrowheads), remnants of textiles and of foodstuffs preserved in 
the dry cli- mate of this area; also hundreds of pottery sherds, some with Hebrew lettering, coins and 
shekels. 
Of special interest among the potsherds of amphora used for the importation of wine from Rome (in-
scribed with the name C. Sentius Saturninus, consul for the year 19 BCE), is one bearing the inscription: 
To Herod King of the Jews Several hoards of bronze coins and dozens of silver shekels and half-shekels 
had been hid- den by the zealots; the shekalim were found in superb condition and represent all the 
years of the Revolt, from year one to the very rare year 5 (70 CE), when the Temple was destroyed. 
In the area in front of the northern palace, eleven small ostraca were uncovered, each bearing a single 
name. One reads "ben Yai’r" and could be short for Eleazar ben Ya’ir, the commander of the fortress. It 
has been suggested that the other ten names are those of the men chosen by lot to kill the others and 
then themselves, as recounted by Josephus. Evidence of a great conflagration were found everywhere. 

The fire was probably set by the last of 
the zealots before they committed sui-
cide. Josephus Flavius writes that 
everything was burnt except the stores 
– to let the Romans know that it was 
not hunger that led the defenders to 
suicide. 


Biblical Geography 
Masada is located atop an isolated 
rock cliff at the western end of the 
Judean Desert over- looking the Dead 
Sea. On the east side, the rock falls in 
a sheer drop of about 450 meters to 

The Storehouse Complex: This consisted of two rows of long halls opening onto a central corridor. The 
floor of the storerooms was covered with thick plaster and the roofing consisted of wooden beams cov-
ered with hard plaster. Here, large numbers of broken storage jars which once contained large quantities of 
oil, wine, grains and other foodstuffs were found. 
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the Dead Sea and on the western edge it stands about 100 meters above the surrounding terrain. The 
natural approaches to the cliff top are very difficult. 

Biblical Archaeology and Significant Discoveries 
During the siege of Masada the Romans constructed a ramp on the west side, which was used to over-
come the height differences, raise a tower with a battering ram, and to penetrate the defenses. 
Josephus wrote about the construction of the ramp (Wars VII 8 5): 
"Accordingly, he got upon that part of the rock, and ordered the army to bring earth; and when they fell 
to that work with alacrity, and abundance of them together, the bank was raised, and became solid for 
two hundred cubits in height. Yet was not this bank thought sufficiently high for the use of the engines 
that were to be set upon it; but still another elevated work of great stones compacted together was 
raised upon that bank; this was fifty cubits, both in breadth and height".). 
The west side was the weakest point in the fort, and one of the two access paths into Masada. As 
Josephus writes (Wars VII 8 3): "Now, of the ways that lead to it ... and another on the west, where the 
ascent is easier". 

The Romans penetrated the city 
from the ramp, after knocking 
down the walls at its edge. The 
missing case- mate walls testify 
to this event. The breaching 
point can be seen even today, 
with a new gate added later 
during the Byzantine period. 
The western palace is the 
largest structure in Masada, 
covering 3,700 square meters. 
Josephus wrote about this 
grand palace (Wars VII 8 3): 
"Moreover, he built a palace 
therein at the western ascent; it 
was within and beneath the 
walls of the citadel, but inclined 
to its north side. Now the wall of 
this palace was very high and 
strong, and had at its four cor-
ners towers sixty cubits high. 
The furniture also of the edi-
fices, and of the cloisters, and 
of the baths, was of great vari-
ety, and very costly; and these 

buildings were supported by pillars of single stones on every side; the walls and also the floors of the 
edifices were paved with stones of several colors". 
At Masada, the Zealots held out for three or four years after Jerusalem fell. The relentless Roman army 
under Flavius Silva built eight siege camps around the site and constructed a gigantic ramp on the 
western side of the mountain as an entryway for their troops and as a platform for their battering rams 
and ballistae (missile- throwing machines). 
The Roman siege of Masada is described in great detail by the first-century Jewish historian Josephus. 
Ac- cording to his account, when all was lost, the defenders committed mass suicide rather than sur-
render to the Romans. Each man killed his own family. Ten men were then selected to kill the rest. One 
of the ten was then selected by lot to kill the remaining nine. In the words of Josephus: 
“[T]he nine bared their throats, and the last solitary survivor, after surveying the prostrate multitude, to 
see whether haply amid the shambles there were yet one left who needed his hand, and finding that all 
were slain, set the palace ablaze, and then collecting his strength drove his sword clean through his 
body and fell beside his family” (The Jewish War 7.397–398). 
Yadin’s expedition found 11 potsherds, each inscribed with a different name, that may have been the 
lots cast to determine who would kill their comrades. One of the lots bore the name of Eleazar Ben Ya’ir, 
the Zealot leader. 
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When the Romans finally burst into the fortress, they expected a battle, but they found only silence. Food 
remaining in the storerooms demonstrated that the defenders had not been starved out. 
According to Josephus, the Romans gained entry into the fortress by setting fire to a wood-reinforced 
earthen wall. The Zealots had built this wall inside the stone fortress wall at the point where the Roman 
siege ramp reached the outer wall. Josephus describes this additional wood-and-earth wall in some de-
tail. It was built hastily, he tells us, and was intended to withstand attack from the Roman battering rams, 
“for it was pliable and calculated to break the force of the impact.” Here is Josephus’ description of the 
wall’s construction: 
“Great [wooden] beams were laid lengthwise and contiguous and joined at the extremities; of these were 
two parallel rows a wall’s breadth apart, and the intermediate space was filled with earth. Further, to pre-
vent the soil from dispersing as the mound rose, they clamped, by other transverse beams, those laid 
longitudinally. The work thus presented to the enemy the appearance of masonry [the original outer stone 
wall that surrounded the entire fortress], but the blows of the engines [battering rams] were weakened, 
battering upon a yielding material which, as it settled down under the concussion, merely served to solid-
ify it” (The Jewish War 7.311–314). 
Archaeological evidence and the detailed description of the first-century historian Josephus Flavius allow 
us to reconstruct the Zealots’ response to the Roman threat. The Zealots probably dismantled the inner 
case- mate wall and built a wood-and-earth wall directly behind the outer wall at the point of attack. This 
pliant wall would have had the effect of absorbing and dispersing the force of the battering ram’s blows. 
To build it, the Zealots scavenged from the roofs of their buildings about 4,000 long wooden beams (13 
to 16 feet long) and hundreds of shorter beams (7 to 8 feet long). They stacked the long beams in the 
outermost section of the new wall, piled a section of earth with stabilizing beams behind it and stacked 
the shorter beams in the inner- most section. Ropes and nails probably held the wooden stacks together. 
Calculations based on the available wood reveal that the wood-and-earth wall could have been 70 to 80 
feet long, about 60 feet wide and 24 to 27 feet high.Circumventing the Zealots’ tactic, however, the Ro-
mans rained fire upon the new wall, setting its wood ablaze and leading to the downfall of the fortress. 


Notes and Reflections:
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Background and Name 
In the first century Qumran was home to a Jewish sect that some scholars 
identify with the Essenes. Ruins of a famous Roman period settlement exist 
on the north-western shore of the Dead Sea. Scrolls, hidden in jars, were dis-
covered in the caves around the site, and are an important contribution to 
Biblical and historical research and are regarded as one of Israel's most pre-
cious national treasures. Qumran is an Arabic name meaning grayish. The 
word Khirbet means ruin and hence Khirbet Qumran means ruins of the gray-
ish spot (being situated on whitish marl). 


Location: 
Qumran is located only about a mile northwest of the Dead Sea. It sits about 9 miles south of Jericho, and 
14 miles east of Jerusalem. The area in which it’s located is now known as the West Bank, but in area that 
is under the authority of the National Parks of Israel.

 
History: 
Biblical times: The site was built on a raised marlstone (Havar) hill above the Dead Sea. It is located on the 
path of ancient routes - a strategic mountain pass westwards to Hebron via the Qumran brook, and the 
southern coastal road along the Dead Sea. Qumran was established during the Iron Age, 7th/8th C BC, at 
the times of the Judean Kingdom. This fortress may have been one of King Uziah's construction projects 
which the Bible reports (2 Chronicles 26 10): "Moreover Uzziah built towers in Jerusalem at the corner 
gate, and at the valley gate, and at the turning of the wall, and fortified them. Also he built towers in the 
desert, and digged many wells". An ancient round water cistern was left from that period on the western 
side of the ruins of Qumran, and later incorporated into the Hellenistic period settlement. A rectangular 
fortress was built on the eastern side of the cistern, but was removed during the construction of the set-
tlement 400 years later. 
Qumran may have been one of the desert cities listed in the Bible as part of the Judah tribe villages . Its 
name was either "Secacah" or "city of salt". Joshua 15 61-62: "In the wilderness, Betharabah, Middin, and 
Secacah, And Nibshan, and the city of Salt, and Engedi; six cities with their villages". 


Hellenistic period: During the end of the 2nd C BC the site was resettled during the times of the Has-
monean kings - John Hyrcanus I or Alexander Jannaeus. The new settlers were a break-away sect known 
as the Essenes (or Essences), who populated the caves and oasis sites along the western shore of the 
Dead Sea. They preferred to live in a remote area, far from the normal life in the cities and villages of Is- 
rael. Qumran was a regional center, since most of them resided in caves and tents. It was built as a self- 
supporting communal village, functioning as a sort of Monastery (which is one of the oldest known). 
Josephus Flavius describes this sect, one of the main "three philosophical sects among the Jews", with a 
very detailed description. Excerpts from his book (Wars 2 Chapter 8) include: "...the third sect, which pre-
tends to a severer discipline...these men are despisers of riches, and so very communicative as raises our 
admiration... And as for their piety towards God, it is very extraordinary...". Josephus also added that the 
Essenes were subdivided between themselves, each with slightly different practices. 


Roman period: After the earthquake of 31BC in the Jordan valley, during the times of King Herod the 
Great, the settlement was severely damaged and deserted. The Essenes returned to rebuild the site in 

Passage Guidepost: Khirbet Qumran
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4BC. During the Great revolt against the Romans, the sect sided with the rebels. John the Essene was a 
local hero and general in the rebel army, and a messenger on behalf of the government to recruit other 
cities to the Jewish forces (Wars 2 20 4): "John, the Esscue, to the toparchy of Thamna; Lydda ... and 
Joppa, and Emmaus". He was killed in the military campaign near Ashqelon (Ascalon), as per Josephus 
(Wars 3 2 1-2): "This excursion was led on by three men, who were the chief of them all, both for strength 
and sagacity; Niger, called the Persite, Silas of Babylon, and besides them John the Essene". The resi-
dents of Qumran prepared themselves for the worst, and hid their precious treasures (the scrolls) in the 
caves. The Romans indeed conquered Qumran (68AD), destroyed it and dispersed the sect. According to 
Josephus, the Dead Sea ("lake Asphaltitis") was full of bodies from the Jordan valley cities and villages, 
killed by the Roman troops which were commanded by Placidus (Wars 4 7 6): "And now Placidus, after 
this good success that he had, fell violently upon the neighboring smaller cities and villages; when he took 
Abila, and Julias, and Bezemoth, and all those that lay as far as the lake Asphaltitis, and put such of the 
deserters into each of them as he thought proper. He then put his soldiers on board the ships, and slew 
such as had fled to the lake..." Years later, during the Bar-Kochba revolt (132-135AD) a Roman Garrison 
was stationed here to control the regional traffic. They left after 20 years, and Qumran was abandoned 
and left in ruins for 1800 years. 


Modern Period: In 1947 Bedouins shepherds discovered ancient scrolls in a local cave 1.5KM to the 
north of Qumran ("cave #1"). The area was excavated and additional scrolls and fragments were discov-
ered in 11 caves around Qumran. The scrolls were hidden in jars, and were preserved relatively well due 
to the dry climate of the Judean desert. From the distribution of the location of the scrolls the archaeolo-
gists determined that Qumran was the nucleus of Essenes activity in the region, a sort of learning center 
for the sect. The buildings in Qumran included mainly public structures that hosted large public events, 
workshops and a scriptorium where the scrolls were written. Most of the residences were probably in 
tents around the center. A large cemetery of a thousand tombs were located near the ruins of Qumran, 
which further indicated that Qumran was a center for the Essenes sect. The site is now a major national 
park. 


Biblical History and Significance 
The Dead Sea Scrolls play a crucial role in assessing the accurate preservation of the Old Testament. With 
its hundreds of manuscripts from every book except Esther, detailed comparisons can be made with more 
recent texts. The Old Testament that we use today is translated from what is called the Masoretic Text. 
The Masoretes were Jewish scholars who between A.D. 500 and 950 gave the Old Testament the form 
that we use today. Until the Dead Sea Scrolls were found in 1947, the oldest Hebrew text of the Old Tes-
tament was the Masoretic Aleppo Codex which dates to A.D. 935. 


With the discovery of the Dead Sea Scrolls, we now had manuscripts that predated the Masoretic Text by 
about one thousand years. Scholars were anxious to see how the Dead Sea documents would match up 
with the Masoretic Text. If a significant amount of differences were found, we could conclude that our Old 
Testament Text had not been well preserved. Critics, along with religious groups such as Muslims and 
Mormons, often make the claim that the present day Old Testament has been corrupted and is not well 
preserved. Ac- cording to these religious groups, this would explain the contradictions between the Old 
Testament and their religious teachings. 


After years of careful study, it has been concluded that the Dead Sea Scrolls give substantial confirmation 
that our Old Testament has been accurately preserved. The scrolls were found to be almost identical with 
the Masoretic text. Hebrew Scholar Millar Burrows writes, “It is a matter of wonder that through some-
thing like one thousand years the text underwent so little alteration. As I said in my first article on the 
scroll, ‘Herein lies its chief importance, supporting the fidelity of the Masoretic tradition.' 


A significant comparison study was conducted with the Isaiah Scroll written around 100 B.C. that was 
found among the Dead Sea documents and the book of Isaiah found in the Masoretic text. After much 
research, scholars found that the two texts were practically identical. Most variants were minor spelling 
differences, and none affected the meaning of the text. 


One of the most respected Old Testament scholars, the late Gleason Archer, examined the two Isaiah 
scrolls found in Cave 1 and wrote, “Even though the two copies of Isaiah discovered in Qumran Cave 1 
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near the Dead Sea in 1947 were a thousand years earlier than the oldest dated manuscript previously 
known (A.D. 980), they proved to be word for word identical with our standard Hebrew Bible in more than 
95 percent of the text. The five percent of variation consisted chiefly of obvious slips of the pen and varia-
tions in spelling.” Despite the thousand year gap, scholars found the Masoretic Text and Dead Sea Scrolls 
to be nearly identical. The Dead Sea Scrolls provide valuable evidence that the Old Testament had been 
accurately and carefully preserved. 


Biblical Geography 
Qumran is near the Dead Sea sits which sits at over 1300 feet below sea level, the lowest point on planet 
Earth. It enjoys an average of 330 sunny days a year, and receives less than two inches of rainfall annually. 
Although summer temperatures can reach over 100 degrees Fahrenheit, winter temperatures range be-
tween the high 60s and low 70s. 
The area in which the Qumran communi-
ty was located is arid and desolate. Al-
though it is nearly lifeless, there is a kind 
of stark beauty here. The sky is blue and 
cloudless. The Dead Sea is still visible 
from the settlement today. The terrain is 
rugged. Some would call this one of the 
most beautiful deserts in the world; a 
desert that somehow became the loca-
tion for a sizable community of Jewish 
separatist. 
The dry climate of the Dead Sea served 
to protect and preserve the Dead Sea 
Scrolls. This region is arid for several 
reasons: its low elevation, its position in 
the southern portion of the country on 
the lee side of the 
mountains, and its distance from the 
Mediterranean Sea. At the north end of 
the Sea the rainfall averages 4 inches 
per year, and at the southern end only 2 inches per year. The hot dry conditions means there is a lot of 
evaporation. 


Biblical Archaeology and Significant Discoveries 
Date and Contents of the Dead Scrolls: In 1947, a Bedouin shepherd named Muhammad (Ahmed el- 
Dhib) was searching for his lost goat and came upon a small opening of a cave. Thinking that his goat 
may have fallen into the cave, he threw rocks into the opening. Instead of hearing a startled goat, he 
heard the shattering of clay pottery. Lowering himself into the cave, he discovered several sealed jars. He 
opened them hoping to find treasure. To his disappointment, he found them to contain leather scrolls. He 
collected seven of the best scrolls and left the other fragments scattered on the ground. 


Muhammad eventually brought some of the scrolls to a cobbler and antiquities dealer in Bethlehem 
named Khando. Khando, thinking the scrolls were written in Syriac, brought them to a Syrian Orthodox 
Archbishop named Mar (Athanasius) Samuel. Mar Samuel recognized that the scrolls were written in He-
brew and sus- pected they may be very ancient and valuable. He eventually had the scrolls examined by 
John Trevor at the American School of Oriental Research (ASOR). Trevor contacted the world’s foremost 
Middle East archaeol- ogist, Dr. William Albright, and together these men confirmed the antiquity of the 
scrolls and dated them to sometime between the first and second century B.C. 


After the initial discovery, archaeologists searched other nearby caves between 1952 and 1956. They 
found ten other caves that contained thousands of ancient documents as well. One of the greatest trea-
sures of ancient manuscripts had been discovered: the Dead Sea Scrolls.
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Scholars were anxious to confirm that these Dead Sea Scrolls were the most ancient of all Old Testament 
manuscripts in the Hebrew language. Three types of dating tools were used: tools from archaeology, from 
the study of ancient languages, called paleography and orthography, and the carbon-14 dating method. 
Each can derive accurate results. When all the methods arrive at the same conclusion, there is an in-
creased reliability in the dating. 


Archaeologists studied the pottery, coins, graves, and garments at Khirbet Qumran, where the Essenes 
lived. They arrived at a date ranging from the second century B.C. to the first century A.D. Paleographers 
studied the style of writing and arrived at dates raging from the third century B.C. to the first century A.D. 
Scientists, using the radiocarbon dating method, dated the scrolls to range from the fourth century B.C. to 
the first century A.D. Since all the methods came to a similar conclusion, scholars are very confident in 
their assigned date for the texts. The scrolls date as early as the third century B.C. to the first century A.D.
Eleven caves were discovered containing nearly 1,100 ancient documents which included several scrolls 
and more than 100,000 fragments.{2} Fragments from every Old Testament book except for the book of 

Esther were discovered. Other works 
included apocryphal books, commen-
taries, manuals of discipline for the 
Qumran community, and theological 
texts. The majority of the texts were 
written in the Hebrew language, but 
there were also manuscripts written in 
Aramaic and Greek. 


Among the eleven caves, Cave 1, 
which was excavated in 1949, and 
Cave 4, excavated in 1952, proved to 
be the most productive caves. One of 
the most significant discoveries was a 
well-preserved scroll of the entire 
book of Isaiah.

 
The famous Copper Scrolls were dis-
covered in Cave 3 in 1952. Unlike 
most of the scrolls that were written 
on leather or parchment, these were 
written on copper and provided direc-
tions to sixty-four sites around 

Jerusalem that were said to contain hidden treasure. So far, no treasure has been found at the sites that 
have been investigated.

 
The oldest known piece of biblical Hebrew is a fragment from the book of Samuel discovered in Cave 4, 
and is dated from the third century B.C.{4} The War Scroll found in Caves 1 and 4 is an eschatological text 
describing a forty-year war between the Sons of Light and the evil Sons of Darkness. The Temple Scroll 
discovered in Cave 11 is the largest and describes a future Temple in Jerusalem that will be built at the 
end of the age. Indeed, these were the most ancient Hebrew manuscripts of the Old Testament ever 
found, and their contents would yield valuable insights to our understanding of Judaism and early Chris-
tianity. 


Khirbet Qumran 
10 miles south of Jericho, Qumran was on a “dead-end street” and provided a perfect location for the iso-
lationist sect of the Essenes to live. The site was excavated by Catholic priest Roland deVaux from 
1953-56. More recent excavations of the site have taken place under the direction of Hanan Eshel. 
The Scriptorium: On the basis of inkwells and “writing benches” found in this room, archaeologists have 
suggested that the second story room of this building was the place where scrolls were copied. 
No scrolls were found in this room or in the ruins of the site itself. But the same type of unique pottery was 
found both on site and in the caves with the scrolls, helping to connect the two. 
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The Dining Hall: This long room was used for communal meals. Three rows of tables were apparently in 
place where the Qumranites ate in silence. In the next room over, more than 1000 complete vessels were 
found including 708 cups, 210 plates and 108 salad bowls. All of these were serving vessels as they were 
never fired. 
Ancient Baptisteries (Mikva’ot): The residents here were deeply concerned with ritual purity. We can de-
ter- mine this from the presence of ritual bathing pools called mikva’ot. A mikveh had a set of steps by 
which residents where descend into the pool on one side, immerse themselves in water, and ascend the 
stairs on the opposite side. This practice had some similarities to Christian baptism, but was used here 
for the purpose of achieving a state of ritual purity. The community here had an interconnected system of 
pools and water reservoirs that was filled by the nearby Wadi Qumran. A wadi is a riverbed that is dry 
most of the year. But when it rains in the mountains, a wadi will fill up very quickly and produce a raging 
torrent of water. These flash floods are incredibly destructive, and can wipe out virtually anything in their 
path. But the community at Qumran figured out how to channel this water into their pools and ritual baths 
by means of an aqueduct. Although this flooding happened only a couple of times a year, these rare in-
stances provided enough water for the community year round. 

Notes and Reflections 
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Passage Guidepost:  
Jericho

Background and Name 
A large gushing spring and the fertile plain sur-
rounding the city earned it the distinction “the city 
of palm trees” (Dt 34:3; 2 Chr 28:15). A major east-west road ran next to the city, intersecting with the 
Jordan at a ford nearby, making Jericho a strategic crossroads. The city had already been occupied for 
many centuries before the Israelites arrived. 
Jericho in Hebrew means, Place of fragrance. Jericho was a fortified city in the midst of a vast grove of 
palm trees, in the plain of Jordan, over against the place where that river was crossed by the Israelites 
(Joshua 3:16). Its site was near the `Ain es-Sultan, Elisha's Fountain (2 Kings 2:19-22), about 5 miles west 
of Jordan. It was the most important city in the Jordan valley (Numbers 22:1; 34:15), and the strongest 
fortress in all the land of Canaan. It was the key to Western Palestine. 


Location: 
Jericho sits between Mt. Nebo in the east, the Central Mountains to the west and the Dead Sea to the 
south. In addition to these natural fortifications, Jericho also benefited from natural irrigation afforded by 
the Jordan River approximately four miles to the west, and from underground tributaries from the Central 
Mountains which fed her famous oasis. This irrigation resulted in teeming plant life and helped to trans-
form Jericho into a flowing sea of green in an otherwise barren desert. Besides being old, Jericho is also 
one of the lowest cities in the world, about 800 feet (244 m) below sea level. The main attraction in Jericho 
is the Tel es-Sultan, the site of ancient Jericho. In reality, little remains beyond a few piles of rocks that ar-
chaeologists now tell us were once parts of towers, staircases and other structures that date back at least 
7,000 years. The oldest stairs and wall in the world are on the site. The layers of 23 ancient civilizations 
were uncovered here and may be as much as 9,000 years old.  Nearby is the Spring of Elisha, or Sultan's 
Spring, where the prophet sweetened the water (II Kings 2). This is the source of water for the oasis. 


History: 
Under Herod the Great Jericho again became an important place. He fortified it and built a number of new 
palaces, which he named after his friends. If he did not make Jericho his habitual residence, he at last re-
tired thither to die, and it was in the amphitheater of Jericho that the news of his death was announced to 
the assembled soldiers and people by Salome. Soon afterward the palace was burnt and the town plun-
dered by one Simon, slave to Herod; but Archelaus rebuilt the former sumptuously, and founded a new 
town on the plain, that bore his own name; and, most important of all, diverted water from a village called 
Neaera to irrigate the plain which he had planted with palms. Thus Jericho was once more "a city of 
palms" when our Lord visited it. Here he restored sight to the blind. (Matthew 20:30; Mark 10:46; Luke 
18:35)  Here the descendant of Rahab did not disdain the hospitality of Zaccaeus the publican. Finally, 
between Jerusalem and Jericho was laid the scene of his story of the good Samaritan. The city was de-
stroyed by Vespasian. The site of ancient (the first) Jericho is placed by Dr. Robinson in the immediate 
neighborhood of the fountain of Elisha; and that of the second (the city of the New Testament and of 
Josephus) at the opening of the Wadi Kelt (Cherith), half an hour from the fountain. (The village identified 
with Jericho lies a mile and a half from the ancient site, and is called Riha . It contains probably 200 inhab-
itants, indolent and licentious and about 40 houses. Dr. Olin says it is the "meanest and foulest village of 
Palestine;" yet the soil of the plain is of unsurpassed fertility. 
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Biblical History and Significance 
Jericho is first mentioned as the city to which the two spies were sent by Joshua from Shittim. (Joshua 
2:1-21) It was bestowed by him upon the tribe of Benjamin, ch. (Joshua 18:21) and from this time a long in-
terval elapses before Jericho appears again upon the scene. 
Its second foundation under Hiel the Bethelite is recorded in (1 Kings 16:34) Once rebuilt, Jericho rose again 
slowly into consequence. In its immediate vicinity the sons of the prophets sought retirement from the world; 
Elisha "healed the spring of the waters;" and over against it, beyond Jordan, Elijah "went up by a whirlwind 
into heaven." (2 Kings 2:1-22) In its plains Zedekiah fell into the hands of the Chaldeans. (2 Kings 25:5; Jere- 
miah 39:5) In the return under Zerubbabel the "children of Jericho," 345 in number, are comprised. (Ezra 
2:34; Nehemiah 7:36) 
Lastly, Jesus restored sight to the blind man in Jericho. (Matthew 20:30; Mark 10:46; Luke 18:35) and it was 
here that Jesus did not disdain the hospitality of Zaccaeus the publican. Finally, between Jerusalem and 
Jericho was laid the scene of his story of the good Samaritan. 


The Journey to Canaan 
According to the book of Exodus, about two million people, who had been slaves in Egypt, escaped in the 
Exodus and headed into the Sinai Peninsula. They came to Mount Sinai where they stayed for about one 
year. From Mount Sinai they proceeded to Kadesh Barnea where Moses sent out twelve men, representing 
the twelve tribes of Israel, to spy out the Promised Land. After 40 days they returned with the report that it 
was indeed a goodly land but ten of the spies said, ‘We are not able to go up against the people for they are 
stronger than we’ (Numbers 13:31). The other two, Caleb and Joshua, protested saying, ‘Let us go up at 
once and take possession, for we are well able to overcome it’ (verse 30). The majority sided with the ten 
pessimistic spies and wished that they had stayed in Egypt. 
Because of this lack of faith the whole congregation, except Joshua and Caleb, from twenty years old and 
upwards were doomed to wander in the wilderness for forty years and die there (Numbers 14:29–34). 
At the end of this forty year period the Israelites moved northwards from the Red Sea where Aqaba now is, 
skirting the land of Edom until they came to the River Jordan opposite Jericho. While encamped there Moses 
died and Joshua became the leader. The Jordan River was in flood, but according to Joshua 4:16 the water 
was dammed up at a city called Adam, ‘and all Israel crossed over on dry ground’ (Joshua 3:17). 
The Israelite army then marched around Jericho every day for a week blowing their trumpets and on the sev-
enth day they marched around the city seven times. After the last circuit, 
‘the people shouted when the priests 
blew the trumpets. And it happened 
when the people heard the sound of the 
trumpet, and the people shouted with a 
great shout, that the wall fell down flat. 
Then the people went up into the city, 
every man straight before him, and they 
took the city. And they utterly destroyed 
all that was in the city ... . They burned 
the city and all that was in it with 
fire’ (Joshua 6:20–24). 
Then Joshua placed a curse on Jericho 
and anyone who rebuilt it (verse 26). No-
body presumed to do so until some 550 
years later when it was rebuilt during the 
reign of the apostate King Ahab (1 Kings 
16:34) when it once more became an 
important city. 


Biblical Geography 
The ancient city of Jericho lay about 6 mi (10 km) from the Jordan River and about 7.5 mi (12 km) northwest 
of the Dead Sea, 670 ft (204 m) below sea level and about 3,000 ft (914 m) below Jerusalem, 14 mi (22 km) 
away. There were three different Jerichos, on three different sites, the Jericho of Joshua, the Jericho of 
Herod, and the Jericho of the Crusades. Er-Riha, the modern Jericho, dates from the time of the Crusades. 
The poor hamlet of er-Riha, the representative of modern Jericho, is situated some two miles farther to the 
east. It is in a ruinous condition, having been destroyed by the Turks in 1840. 
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Biblical Archaeology and Significant Discoveries 
In the Old Testament, in Joshua chapter 6, we have an account of the Israelites defeating the city of Jeri-
cho when they came into the Promised Land after wandering in the wilderness for 40 years. According to 
the biblical account, after the Israelites marched around the city once a day for six days, on the seventh 
day they encircled the city seven times. On the seventh time around, the priests blew the trumpets, the 
people shouted and the walls fell flat. 
The first major excavation of the site of Jericho, located in the southern Jordan valley in Israel, was carried 
out by a German team between 1907 and 1909. They found piles of mud bricks at the base of the mound 
the city was built on. 
It was not until a British archaeologist named Kathleen Kenyon re-excavated the site with modern meth-
ods in the 1950s that it was understood what these piles of bricks were. She determined that they were 
from the city wall which had collapsed when the city was destroyed! 
The story in the Bible goes on to say that when the walls collapsed, the Israelites stormed the city and set 
it on fire. Archaeologists found evidence for a massive destruction by fire just as the Bible relates. Kenyon 
wrote in her excavation report, “The destruction was complete. Walls and floors were blackened or red-
dened by fire, and every room was filled with fallen bricks, timbers, and household utensils; in most rooms 
the fallen debris was heavily burnt.” What caused the strong walls of Jericho to collapse? The most likely 
explanation is an earthquake. But the nature of the earthquake was unusual. It struck in such a way as to 
allow a portion of the city 
wall on the north side of 
the site to remain stand-
ing, while everywhere else 
the wall fell. 
Rahab's house was evi-
dently located on the 
north side of the city. She 
was the Canaanite prosti-
tute who hid the Israelite 
spies who came to recon-
noiter the city. The Bible 
states that her house was 
built against the city wall. 
Before returning to the 
Israelite camp, the spies 
told Rahab to bring her 
family into her house and 
they would be saved. Ac-
cording to the Bible, Ra-
hab's house was miraculously spared while the rest of the city wall fell. This is exactly what archaeologists 
found. The preserved city wall on the north side of the city had houses built against it. The timing of the 
earthquake and the manner in which it selectively took down the city wall suggests something other than a 
natural calamity. A Divine Force was at work. In the New Testament, we read, “By faith the walls of Jericho 
fell, after the people had marched around them for seven days. By faith the prostitute Rahab, because she 
welcomed the spies, was not killed with those who were disobedient” (Hebrews 11:30-31). 
In the spring of 1997, two Italian archaeologists conducted a limited excavation on the ancient tell of Jeri-
cho. Lorenzo Nigro and Nicolo Marchetti, working under the auspices of the new Palestinian Department 
of Archaeology, excavated for one month on the fringes of Kathleen Kenyon's west and south trenches. 
Their dig was the first foreign expedition in the Palestinian-controlled areas of the West Bank since self-
rule began in 1994. After their excavation, Nigro and Marchetti announced they found no evidence for a 
destruction from the time of Joshua. While it is too soon for the academic community to see details of 
their discoveries, their announcement suggests their excavation was conducted to disprove the Biblical 
account of Joshua's capture of the city. Is it further possible that the Palestinian Authority supported this 
dig for the express purpose of denouncing any Jewish connection to the site? 
The walls DID come tumbling down! As to their evidence, Dr. Bryant Wood, Director of the Associates for 
Biblical Research and one of the leading experts on the archaeology of Jericho, recently responded. “It 
matters little what the Italian archaeologists did not find in their month-long dig. The evidence is already in. 
Three major expeditions to the site over the past 90 years uncovered abundant evidence to support the 
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Biblical account.” As Wood went on to point out, John Garstang (1930-1936) and Kathleen Kenyon 
(1952-1958) both dug at Jericho for six seasons and a German excavation directed by Ernst Sellin and Carl 
Watzinger dug for three. All found abundant evidence of the city's destruction by fire in a layer related to 
the Biblical date of 1400 BC. 
In September 1997, Dr. Wood visited Jericho and examined the results of the Italian excavation first hand. 
Incredibly, he found the Italians had uncovered the stone outer revetment wall at the base of the tell with 
part of the mudbrick wall built on top of it still intact. In the balk of the Italian excavation, at the outer base 
of the revetment wall, Wood noticed the remains of the collapsed mudbrick city walls which had tumbled. 
Not only did the Italians find the same evidence uncovered in the earlier excavations, it fits the Biblical sto-
ry perfectly! 
Wood reports: “The Italian excavation actually uncovered most of the critical evidence relating to the Bibli-
cal story. But even more exciting is the fact that all the evidence from the earlier digs has disappeared over 
time. We only have records, drawing 
and photos. But the Italians uncov-
ered a completely new section of 
the wall which we did not know still 
existed. I had my photograph taken 
standing next to the wall where the 
mudbrick collapse had just been 
excavated!” Unfortunately, the Ital-
ian archaeologists, the Palestinian 
Authorities, the Associated Press 
and most of the world doesn't real-
ize any of this. It is a sad commen-
tary on the state of archaeology in 
the Holy Land, when the purpose of 
an excavation at a Biblical site is to 
disprove the Bible and disassociate 
the site with any historical Jewish 
connection. 
Archaeology—subject as it is to 
archaeologists’ decisions, interpre-
tations and even biases—is admit-
tedly not an exact science. Yet, 
when viewed objectively, the evi-
dence uncovered at Jericho pre-
cisely fits with the Biblical account. 
Rather than disproving the Bible, 
when findings from Jericho are cor-
rectly interpreted, the exact oppo-
site is the case. In all aspects of the 
Biblical account that can be verified 
by archaeology, the evidence from 
Jericho supports the accuracy of 
the Bible in every detail. (Reprint by 
permission from GoodNews 7.2 
[2002]: 10-11). 
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Background and Name 
Also known as Khirbet Karraza, Khirbet Karazeh, 
Chorizim, Kerazeh, Korazim, and Korazin. Chorazin was 
a Roman/Byzantine town, located above the north side of the Sea of Galilee, and is referred to in the new 
testament as one of the cities condemned by Jesus. The buildings are made of black basalt stones, and a 
grand 4th C AD synagogue was restored in the central quarter. Chorazin, along with Bethsaida and Caper-
naum, was named in the gospels of Matthew and Luke as "cities" in which Jesus performed "mighty 
works.” However, because these towns rejected his work they were subsequently cursed (Matthew 
11:20-24; Luke 10:13-15). The gospels make no other mention of Chorazin or what works had occurred 
there. The meaning of Korazim might possibly come from the root "Karoz" - which means in Hebrew "an-
nouncer". 


Location: 
The site is located 2.8 miles north to the sea of Galilee and 984 feet above the level of the lake. It can be 
approached either from the west (1.24 miles from Vered-Hagalil junction) or the east (the road that climbs up 
from the Sea of Galilee to Almagor, 1.86 miles away from the Moshav). 


History: 
Roman/Byzantine 
The city was established in the 1st C AD. The remains that are seen today belong to a later period, the peri-
od of the Mishna and Talmud (3rd/4th C AD), when the city was expanded. The Jewish Synagogue was built 
in the Byzantine period, in the 3rd/4th C AD, according to a hoard of coins found under the synagogue. The 
synagogue is a typical rectangular 75 feet long, 55 feet wide, double row structure, north-south orientation. 
Its style is similar to the Capernaum and Hammat-Gader synagogues. Korazim is built from black basalt 
stones, the local stones in this volcanic area. Most of the stones are unhewn (rough and unfinished). 
Later periods 
The site was destroyed at the middle of the 4th C, as described by Eusebius of Caesarea (published in his 
work Onomasticon - at about 370AD), which relates the destruction of the city to the prophecy of Jesus. 
This was also established by the excavations. The destruction may have been caused by an earthquake 
(363 AD). The site was restored at the end of the 4th C, and continued until the 8th C. It expanded during 
the early Arabic period (7-8th C AD). After a gap of several hundred years, was revived in the 13th C. Near 
the entrance there is a tomb from the Mamluk period - the grave of Sheik Ramadan. A small population was 
settled here from the 15th C until the last century. Bedouins from Syria that were settled in the ruins by the 
British after WW1 until 1948 when the site was abandoned. 
Modern times 
New sites were established in the vicinity of Korazim: In 1946 Kibbutz Amiad; In 1961 Moshav Almagor and 
the farm Vered-Hagalil; In 1983: Chorazin, which shares the same name as the ancient site. The site was 
excavated in 1875, 1905, 1926, 1962, 1965, 1980, 1983, and was restored and opened to the public as a 
national park. 


Passage Guidepost: Chorazin
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Biblical History and Significance 
There are two identical references to Chorazin in the New Testament, associated with the cities that did not 
accept Jesus and were condemned by Him. 
Matthew 11 21-22: - "Then began he to upbraid the cities wherein most of his mighty works were done, be- 
cause they repented not: Woe unto thee, Chorazin! woe unto thee, Bethsaida! for if the mighty works, which 
were done in you, had been done in Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented long ago in sackcloth and 
ashes". 
Luke 10 10-13: "But into whatsoever city ye enter, and they receive you not, go your ways out into the 
streets of the same, and say, Even the very dust of your city, which cleaveth on us, we do wipe off against 
you: notwithstanding be ye sure of this, that the kingdom of God is come nigh unto you. But I say unto you, 
that it shall be more tolerable in that day for Sodom, than for that city. Woe unto thee, Chorazin! woe unto 
thee, Bethsaida! for if the mighty works had been done in Tyre and Sidon, which have been done in you, they 
had a great while ago repented, sitting in sackcloth and ashes". 
Jesus was God! He showed them he had the authority to forgive sins, therefore showing them he indeed was 
Yahweh himself (John 8:58). Many people personally witnessed his divine power, authenticating his claims to 
deity and the office of Messiah. They willingly and purposefully chose to reject him and remained unrepen-
tant. Note the serious nature of the sin: it would be worse for these three cities than it was for Tyre, Sidon and 
Sodom. Space limitations do not allow for a discussion of these previous judgments in detail, but one thing 
should be noted: God himself visits Chorazin, Bethsaida and Capernaum and is summarily rejected. The 
depth of the sins at Tyre, Sidon and Sodom were quite egregious...the sin in the triangle was even worse. 
The modern church often tends to focus primarily on the pleasant and appealing parts of God's character: 
grace, mercy, peace, love, etc. While these aspects of God's character are attractive, it is improper for the 
church to focus solely on these characteristics. To ignore the holiness, wrath and judgment of God is to ig-
nore the entirety of his being. A balanced view of God as presented in the Scriptures and understood in the 
context of orthodoxy should lead the church to appreciate the love and grace of God even more. Sin is a se-
rious matter. It is an offense against a just and righteous God who reigns supreme in perfection. 
Let us all take a great lesson from the residents of the triangle: embrace the full character of God so we can 
appreciate his love, mercy and grace in a much more profound way. Only understanding the bad news about 
sin and God's authority to judge us can we better grasp the good news of the Gospel” (Henry B. Smith; As-
sociates for Biblical Research). 


Biblical Geography 
Chorazin is a part of what geographers call Upper Galilee and is located within the old tribal territory of 
Naphtali. During the rule of the Hasmoneans, Herod the Great, and then Rome, it fell within the district gov-
erning district simply known as Galilee. 
The term Korazim block is used to define a geomorphological feature set between the Hula Basin and the 
Sea of Galilee. It is an elevated pressure-ridge within the Dead Sea Transform (DST) which acted as a barrier 
to- wards the waters of the Mediterranean when these flooded the lower-laying part of the DST, between 
what are now the Sea of Galilee and the Dead Sea basins. The Korazim block as well as the higher elevation 

of the Hula Basin meant that the latter did not 
receive any marine water during that 
process. 


Biblical Archaeology and 
Significant Discoveries 
Synagogue: The synagogue at Chorazin is a 
typical “Galilean” style synagogue. These 
synagogues are characterized by 1) a basili-
cal shape with three hallways separated by 
two rows of pillars; 2) three doorways and 
the central one is the largest; 3) benches 
around the interior walls; 4) a stylobate to 
support the weight of the arches. Many arti-
facts were found in the synagogue. There 
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are stones with lions, birds, grape vines, head of medusa, menorah, temple, and more. 
Medusa Head: Other synagogues had these types of decoration, but they were defaced during stricter 
times of enforcement of Jewish laws. Probably this one was not defaced because the synagogue was de-
stroyed first. Christians viewed the destruction of such earthquakes as God’s judgment on them for their 
unbelief. 
Seat of Moses: This “Seat of Moses” was found in the 1920s and it has an Aramaic inscription remember-
ing Yudan. Known, as the "Cathedra of Moses”, the original stone is displayed in the Jerusalem. Its inscrip-
tions, in 4 Hebrew lines, dedicate the bench to the memory of Yuden Bar Ishmael. The Hebrew words can be 
seen clearly starting with "remembered for good...", right to left, on the top-right corner. Jesus references 
this posi- tion of authority, “The teachers of the law and the Pharisees sit in Moses’ seat. So you must obey 
them and do everything they tell you. But do not do what they do, for they do not practice what they 
preach” (Matt 23:2-3). 
Inside Chorazin: The ritual bath, an underground Mikveh, is located in the central quarter, north to the syn-
agogue. It is based on a set of long stones that are placed over a cavity. A cistern is located behind the bath 
(covered by an iron cover). Houses in the central quarter along the main street of the city have narrow lanes 
between the houses, and most of the houses are adjacent to one another. 

Notes and Reflections:
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Background and Name 
In the lush environment of Northern Israel there exist the remains of an 
enormous ancient city that dates back to at least 2000 BC. Abraham him-
self came here in pursuit of the kings who captured his nephew Lot. Dur-
ing the time of the Judges, the Danite tribe captured this city (previously 
known as Laish), and renamed it Dan, immediately setting up their own 
false gods. During the time of the kings, Jeroboam, son of Nabat, set up 
his own false gods in this place. 
Tell (Tel) Dan is a nature reserve and the source of the Dan and Jordan 
rivers. It is an impressive archaeological site with unique remains of the 
Canaanite and Israelite cities and a Biblical High Place. Tel Dan is one of 
the best-known city names in the Bible because Israel is called “from Dan 
to Beersheva.” Dan - Named after the Israelite tribe of Dan, the 5th son of Jacob. It means in Hebrew: 
"Judge". As per Genesis 49 16: "Dan shall judge his people, as one of the tribes of Israel. Laish (or 
Leshem ) is the - name of the Canaanite city. Other names include Tell el-Kadi, Tel el-Kady, Tel/Tell el-
Qadi, Antioch, Dan-jaan, Daphne, and Kefar-Dan. 


Location: 
Dan is located in the far north of Israel at the base of Mt. Hermon near Banias. Location 33° 14′ 49′′ N, 
35° 39′ 15′′ E 603′. Dan is situated in Israel, in the area known as the Galilee Panhandle. To the west is 
the southern part of Mount Lebanon; to the east and north are the Hermon mountains. Due to its location 
close to the border with Syria and Lebanon at the far north of the territory which fell under the British 
Mandate of Palestine, the site has a long and often bitterly contested modern history, most recently dur-
ing the 1967 Six-Day War. 


History: 
 
Canaanite period - Leshem/Laish 
Tel Dan was settled in early history and became a city 
in the Early Bronze age (2700-2400BC). The city ex- 
panded and transformed into a large Canaanite city 
(18th C). The ancient city - named Leshem or Laish - 
covers a large area: the mount size is nearly 50 acres in 
size and was one of the largest in the region. Its high walls, 
based on a huge earth glacis, protected the city from all 
sides. This mighty city was located on the crossroads of 
major ancient trade routes and dominated the north side 
of Israel. 
Biblical period - Relocation of Dan 
A large number of families from the Israelite tribe of Dan 
relocated during the 12th C from the central region of Is-
rael to the area around the Canaanite city of Laish-

Passage Guidepost: Dan / Laish
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Leshem. They were forced out of the center of Israel by the invading Philistines. The area on the foothills 
of Mt Hermon was a perfect place, since it is located in the heart of a fertile valley with plenty of water 
coming down from Mt Hermon and the hills around it. 
The Bible tells how 600 families of the Dan tribe looked for a substitute for their location in the center of 
Israel, by sending 5 spies to the Canaanite city (Judges 18 1-2): "...in those days the tribe of the Danites 
sought them an inheritance to dwell in; for unto that day all their inheritance had not fallen unto them 
among the tribes of Israel. And the children of Dan sent of their family five men from their coasts, men of 
valor... to spy out the land, and to search it; and they said unto them, Go, search the land". The spies re-
turned and praised the fertile area (18 9): "...we have seen the land, and, behold, it is very good". 
They later captured the city (Judges 8 27): "and came unto Laish, unto a people that were at quiet and 
secure: and they smote them with the edge of the sword, and burnt the city with fire". The Israelites re-
named the city to Dan (Joshua 19 47): "And the coast of the children of Dan went out too little for them: 
therefore the children of Dan went up to fight against Leshem, and took it, and smote it with the edge of 
the sword, and possessed it, and dwelt therein, and called Leshem, Dan, after the name of Dan their fa-
ther". 
Israelite Kingdom 
Jeroboam, son of Nabat, divided the Kingdom after King Solomon's death. He established in Dan a sub-
stitute worship place for Jerusalem. The Bible described these acts of Jeroboam son of Nabat, erecting a 
golden calf and building an altar (1 Kings 12 28-31): "Whereupon the king took counsel, and made two 
calves of gold, and said unto them, It is too much for you to go up to Jerusalem: behold thy gods, O Is-
rael, which brought thee up out of the land of Egypt. And he set the one in Bethel, and the other put he in 
Dan. And this thing became a sin: for the people went to worship before the one, even unto Dan. And he 
made an house of high places, and made priests of the lowest of the people, which were not of the sons 
of Levi". The fortified city of Dan was destroyed in 734BC during the Assyrian conquest. 
Hellenistic and Roman periods 
Dan continued to be inhabited until the Roman period. The ritual place served the residents of the city 
throughout the ages, and was in use until the end of the Roman period. A Roman road to Tyre passed on 
its north side. However, the center of settlement moved to nearby Banias (Caesarea Philippi) and Dan de-
clined and was abandoned. 
Modern period: 
The site was excavated by a team headed by A. Biran (1968-1970) and a new team (since 2005). Some of 
the archaeological findings are on display in the regional nature and archaeological museum of Beih- Us-
sishkin, located in Kibbutz Dan. The nature reserve of Tell Dan is open to the public with a choice of vari-
ous trails and interests, and is one of the most fascinating sites in the area. It combines both nature at-
tractions - pools, streams, plantations - and historic cities with unique findings. 


Biblical History and Significance 
“In 1 Kings 12:28, Jeroboam said: “It is too much for you to go up to Jerusalem. Behold your gods, O Is-
rael, who brought you up from the land of Egypt.” Jeroboam appealed to their laziness, and their desire to 
have an easier way. But Jesus said to the woman at the well in John 4:23-24, “behold, a time is coming, 
and now is, when the true worshippers will worship the father in spirit and in truth. For such people the 
Father seeks to be his worshippers. God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit and 
in truth.” Today, many people want to worship God on their own terms, or they want to have God con-
form to their ideas, or their needs. True worship follows God’s agenda, and comes to God on His terms, 
recognizing his preeminence as the only true God. 
The false worship instituted by Jeroboam became the standard by which all the following kings of the 
Northern tribes would be measured. No fewer than twenty times, the Word of God condemns the sins of 
Jeroboam son of Nebat and how he led Israel into sin. 2 Kings 17:22-23 teaches us that these sins 
brought judgment when “the Lord removed Israel from his sight.” 
Worshipping false gods, or worshipping God differently than how he prescribes, always brings destruc-
tion and unhappiness. Over time, the tribe of Dan completely lost its identity as a tribe of God’s people. 
The genealogies in 1 Chronicles chapters 2 through 12 contain no genealogy for the tribe of Dan. 
Even more sadly, Dan is omitted from the list of the 144,000 who were sealed in Revelation 7:5-8. People 
today may not bow down to idols of stone or wood. But we worship at the altar of money, making sacri-
fices to the false gods of fashion and physical beauty. We pay homage to sports teams, and magnify the 



�80

names of performers. This type of idolatry, no less than the idolatry of Dan, will also lead to misery and de-
struction” (Gary Massey, Bible Land Passage script). 


Biblical Geography 
Huleh Valley: Dan is described as the northernmost city of the Kingdom of Israel belonging to the Tribe of 
Dan. It is a part of a geographic region known as the Huleh Valley. It stretches from the north shore of the 
Sea of Galilee up to Dan, a distance of 23 miles. It is bounded on the west by the steep scarp of eastern 
Upper Galilee, which in places rises 1,700 feet above the valley floor. On the east, the approach to Bashan 
is much more gradual, while north of the Dan/Abel Beth Maacah region the land rises into the Lebanese 
Beqa. 
The southern portion of the Huleh Valley receives about 16 inches of rain each year, the northern portion al- 
most 25 inches. At the foot of Mount Hermon a number of springs contribute to the five rivers that combine 
to form the headwaters of the Jordan, adding to the lushness of the region. 
Because of the lake and swamps, the major settlements of the area – Dan, Abel Beth Maacah, and Hazor – 
were located along the higher fringes of the valley. This area was quite exposed to outside influences be-
cause the major International Highway from Egypt into the Lebanese Beqa ran alongside of it. 
Headwaters of the Jordan 
The largest of four sources of the Jordan River, the Dan Spring emerges at the base of Mt. Hermon next to 
Tel Dan. It flows for four miles before joining the second largest source of the Jordan River, the Banias 
Spring. Together the four sources (also the Iyon and Hasbani) of the Jordan River drain a total area of more 
than 2700 sq. kilometers. 


Biblical Archaeology 
and Significant Dis-
coveries 
Middle Bronze Gate: Built 
about 1800 B.C., this mudbrick 
gate was in use approximately 
50 years before it was covered 
(and thus preserved) by an 
earthen rampart. The style of 
the gate is typical for this peri-
od; it is a “Syrian gate” with 
three pairs of piers and four 
chambers, like those found at 
Megiddo, Shechem and Gezer.-
Tel Dan (Tell el-Qadi) is about 50 
acres in size. The tell is crater-
shaped with its edges rising 
20m above the surrounding 
plain. Laish is mentioned in 
Egyptian Execration Texts (18th 
cent. BCE) and the Mari documents (18th cent. BCE). Pharaoh Thutmose III captured Laish in the mid-fif-
teenth century BCE. It was founded as an urban center sometime in the 27th cent. BCE. Dan was captured 
by Tiglath-pileser III (732 BC). 
Iron Age Gate: On the northern frontier of the kingdom, Dan was particularly well fortified. This gate- house 
was built in the ninth century, probably by Ahab, and is part of a series of gateways discovered. Out- side 
this gate is the location of the discovery of the Dan Inscription which identified the “House of David.” 
Discovery and Significance of the Tel Dan Stela: Tel Dan Inscription, the first royal inscription from the 
kingdom period to be found in Israel. “The largest fragment of the Tel Dan Stela, Fragment A, was discov- 
ered at Tel Dan in northern Israel in July 1993 (Biran and Naveh 1993; Wood 1993). Then, in June 1994, two 
additional joining fragments, labeled Fragment B, were found (Biran and Naveh 1995). Together, Fragments 
A and B represent only a fraction of a much longer inscription. The language is Aramaic and it celebrates 
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the victory of a king of Aram over Israel and Judah. It is the first royal inscription from the kingdom period to 
be found in Israel. 
The most stunning aspect of the document is the reference to Judah as the “House of David.” For the first 
time, it was thought, the name David appeared in an extra-Biblical document. At about the same time, how-
ever, two French scholars, André Lemaire (1994) and Émile Puech (1994), independently recognized the same 
phrase in the Mesha Inscription, which has been around for well over 100 years (Wood 1995). It now likely 
that the name David is in a third inscription. Egyptologist K.A. Kitchen believes that the phrase “highland of 
David” appears in the Shishak inscription in the Temple of Amun at Karnak, Egypt (1997: 39–41). All this at a 
time when a number of scholars were challenging the existence of the United Monarchy and a king name 
David” (Associates for Biblical Research) 
Podium for Ruler: Opposite the Iron Age Gate opening is a base of a canopy, which is based on the flower-
shaped stones with top grooves that held the poles. The raised platform may have been the sitting place of 
the King or Judge (2 kings 23:8): "Then the king arose, and sat in the gate...". Behind it, along the wall, is a 
stone bench on which the elders of the city sat. This custom is referred in several Biblical passages. Example 
(Ruth 4 1-2): "Then went Boaz up to the gate, and sat him down there...And he took ten men of the elders of 
the city, and said, Sit ye down here. And they sat down". 
This may have been a place for the ruler next to the gate or a place for an idol to be set up. 2 Samuel 18:4 
“So the king stood beside the gate 
while all the men marched out in 
units of hundreds and of 
thousands.” 2 Kings 23:8 “He broke 
down the shrines at the gates.” 
Jeroboam’s High Place: On the 
north side of the mound, above the 
spring and overlooking the valley 
with beautiful views of Mt Hermon, 
is the area (45m x 60m) of the High 
Place . Here the excavation team 
unearthed and reconstructed the 
remains of a unique Israelite ritual 
place. It was in use since the times 
of King Jeroboam son of Nabat (930 
BC), rebuilt by Jeroboam son of 
Joash (8th C BC), and reused dur-
ing the Hellenistic period (3rd C BC) 
until the end of the Roman period. 
On site is a reconstruction of the altar. 


Notes and Reflections 
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Background and Name 
Caesarea Philippi. Anciently Paneas or Panium (It was called by the 
Greeks Paneas because of its cavern, which had a peculiar similarity to 
the places dedicated to the worship of the god Pan.); the modern name 
is, Banias. 
At the eastern of the two sources of the Jordan, the other being at Tel-el-
Kadi (Dan or Laish, the most northerly city of Israel). The streams which 
flow from beneath a limestone rock unite in one stream near Caesarea 
Philippi. There was a deep cavity full of still water there. Identified with the 
Baal gad of the Old Testament, Herod erected here a temple of white 
marble to Augustus. Herod's son Philip, tetrarch of Trachonitis, enlarged 
and called it from himself, as well as Caesar, Caesarea Philippi. Agrippa II 
called it Neronias; but the old name prevailed. 


Location: 
The city of Caesarea Philippi, also known as ancient Paneas was situated way in the north about 30 miles 
past the Sea of Galilee on a terrace at the foot of Mount Hermon on its southern slope, about 1150 feet 
above sea level. The area had an unusually beautiful setting, it was very lush and full of life and it has al-
ways been one of the main sources of the Jordan River, Josephus saying that it was the chief source. The 
ancient Canaanites built a sanctuary to Baal at Paneas, the Greeks and Romans both built sanctuaries 
there because of the cave of Pan. Inside the cave was a seemingly bottomless pit with an unlimited quanti-
ty of water which made the pagans marvel. 
Mount Hermon is 9100 feet above sea level and is the highest mountain in Israel, and it is also the highest 
mountain in Syria. Most of the year Mount Hermon can be seen with snow on its peak. Below the snow line 
there were forests with bears, leopards and wolves, with pine trees and oak trees. The word "Hermon" in 
He- brew means a sanctuary, and today the Arabs refer to it as "Jebel esh-Sheikh" which means the chief 
mountain. Near the slopes of mount Hermon there are two major sources that form the Jordan River in the 
north flowing southward all the way to the Dead Sea. 


Today in Israel at the site of Banias there are underground springs that gush forth producing a marvelous 
spectacle of lush life. There is also a beautiful waterfall nearby. Mount Hermon is found in several places in 
the Bible such as in Deuteronomy 3:8,9; Psalm 89:12; Psalm 133:3; Song of Songs 4:8. 


History: 
Panias was a peculiarly remarkable place in its natural appearance with a sweeping view of the upper Jor-
dan River Valley. Josephus considered it the main source of the Jordan River, and the ancient Greeks 
claimed the water that fed the Jordan actually flowed from the nearby cave. Later Josephus reported that 
an earthquake altered the area so the water source changed to underground springs in front of the cave. 
The area produced a lush oasis of life and overlooked the very fertile northern portion of the Jordan River 
Valley. It was located near the city of Dan 4 miles to the east near a trade road coming from the western 
Phoenician ports of Tyre and Sidon, to Damascus which was about 40 miles to the northeast. 


Passage Guidepost: Caesarea 
Philippi / Banias
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Biblical History and Significance 
Caesarea Philippi was mentioned only twice in the Bible (Mt 16:13; Mr 8:27), both referring to the same 
event where Jesus chose to reveal to His disciples that He was the Messiah. He also announced His coming 
death in Jerusalem and the end of His earthly ministry and beginning of theirs. It is a mystery why Jesus 
chose this place to reveal who He was to His disciples, so far north of the Sea of Galilee, yet there are some 
interesting clues. 
Caesarea Philippi was the location the Cave of Pan, the place of the pagan Gate of Hades. It was in this area 
that the first king of Israel (Jeroboam) led the northern kingdom of Israel into idolatry. This was also the same 
place where the Greeks and Romans received revelations from the god Pan who was mentioned in classical 
writings as a "seer" or fortune teller and a giver of revelations. At Caesarea Philippi Jesus turned to His dis-
ciples and asked them who the multitudes thought He was. They responded that some thought He was 
John the Baptist, some Elijah, and others 
Jeremiah or one of the prophets. Then Je-
sus asked them who they thought He was 
and Peter answered, "you are the Christ 
the Son of the living God" (Matthew 
16:15-16). Jesus blessed Peter and re-
vealed to them "upon this rock I will build 
my church; and the gates of hades shall 
not prevail against it,” Matthew 16:18 


Biblical Archaeology and 
Significant Discoveries 
Today in Israel at the site of Banias there 
are underground springs that gush forth 
producing a marvelous spectacle of lush 
life. There is also a beautiful waterfall 
nearby. Mount Hermon is not mentioned 
very often in the Bible but specifically in 
Deuteronomy 3:8,9; Psalm 89:12; Psalm 
133:3; Song of Songs 4:8. 
The transfiguration happened either on Mount Hermon or on nearby Mount Tabor which was seven miles to 
the south of Caesarea Philippi. There are many reasons to believe that it took place at Mount Hermon. For 
example, the connection to Hermes the father of Pan, the history of the Canaanites with Mount Hermon, 
stories in Jewish apocryphal literature such as the Book of I Enoch 12-16 and the Testament of Levi 2-7 
which are very similar to Matthew's account, very interesting to read nonetheless. According to the Book of 
Enoch, the peak of Mount Hermon was the spot where the fallen angels first touched the earth when they 
were cast out of heaven. 
"There He was transfigured before them. His face shone like the sun, and his clothes became as white as 
the light." Matthew 17:2 
The Cave of Pan (or Grotto of Pan) was amazing because of many reasons, the waters flowed out of the 
cave and fed the Jordan River, there was a bottomless pit inside that contained so much water that it could 
not be measured. The place was so striking that it impressed Alexander the Great, and the Greeks built a 
sanctuary there. Natural features not only impressed the Greeks but they believed them to be a dwelling 
place of the gods, and nothing produced more awe and terror than a place identified as a cave where the 
god Pan dwelt. He was responsible for the scary noises in the forest and many mysteries were associated 
with him that brought great fear. The Romans were heavily influenced by the Greeks and they followed many 
of their religious traditions. Today the cave can be seen by any tourist in Israel. 
In 19 BC Herod built the Augusteum, a magnificent white marble temple dedicated to Augustus Caesar in 
front of the Cave of Pan. 
Josephus said, "So when he [Herod] conducted Caesar to the sea, and was returned home, he built him a 
most beautiful temple, of the whitest stone, in Zenodorus’s country, near the place called Panlure 
[Banias] ....Herod adorned this place, which was already a very remarkable one, still further by the erection 
of this temple, which he dedicated to Caesar" Josephus, Antiquities 15.10.3. 
In 20 BC Augustus gave Herod the Great control over the area of Panias. This was no doubt associated as-
trology and the god Pan who was identified with the Roman "Capricorn" whom Augustus was given over to 
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because of the fortune telling of his destiny seen in his horoscope by Theogenes in the writings of Sueto-
nius (Life of Augustus 'Vita Augusti' 94.12). 
Josephus said: "Caesar bestowed his [Zenodorus’] country, which was no small one, upon Herod; it lay 
between Trachon and Galilee, and contained Ulatha, Panias, and the country round about. He also made 
him one of the procurators of Syria, and commanded that they should do everything with his approba-
tion..." Josephus, Antiquities of the Jews, 15.10.3. 
Herod built a city at Panias around the country Shrine to Pan called the Paneion which was a center of 
religious worship.

 
Notes and Reflections 
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Passage Guidepost: Sea of 
Galilee

Background and Name 
The Sea of Galilee is a beautiful body of water that often reflects the golden rays of the early morning sun 
darting across its calm colorful waters. Lying 690 feet below sea level, the sea stands at center stage in this 
coliseum of hills, often adorned with gentle white caps and tints of hue and gray. The beauty of this place 
however extends far beyond what we see here today to a time when Jesus of Nazareth graced its beauty in 
His own way with His powerful lessons and His works of love 
The name Galilee is used only six times in the Old Testament (e.g. Isaiah 9:1) but appears sixty-four times in 
the New Testament, primarily in connection with the ministry of Jesus. The origin of the term is somewhat 
obscure, but seems to mean “region” or “district.” In the Old Testament, the Sea of Galilee is referred to 

some five times and is called the “sea of Chinnereth”. 
Tradition relates the name Chinnereth (a Hebrew form 
of this word has reference to a harp) to the lyre-like 
shape of the lake, but the lake probably derived its 
name from the city of Chinnereth located at its north-
western corner. The lake is also known as Bahr 
Tubariya, Ginnosar, Lake of Galilee, Lake of Gen-
nesaret, Lake of Gennesar, Sea of Chinnereth, Sea of 
Chinneroth, Sea of Kinnereth, Sea of Tiberias, Lake of 
Tiberias, Waters of Gennesaret, Yam Kinneret. 
Its waters come from not only the runoff of the rainfall 
in the area, but also from the refreshing waters of the 
Jordan River to the North and from several springs 
found around and under the lake (Figure 2). The sur-
face of the lake is approximately 1,280 feet below the 
surrounding hills and 690 feet below sea level. The 
sea measures 13 by 7.5 miles and has about 30 miles 
of shoreline. 

Location: 
The Sea of Galilee is situated in northeast Israel, between the Golan Heights and the Galilee region, in the 
Jordan Rift Valley, the valley caused by the separation of the African and Arabian Plates. Consequently, the 
area is subject to earthquakes, and in the past, volcanic activity. This is evident by the abundant basalt and 
other igneous rocks that define the geology of the Galilee. It is located approximately 32 miles east of the 
most western extreme tip of the Mount Carmel range on the Mediterranean. The southern end of the Sea of 
Galilee is located approximately 65 miles from the Northern end of the Dead Sea. It is bounded on the north 
by the southern edge of the Huleh Valley, on the east by the hills of Bashan, on the south by the continua-
tion of the Rift Valley. 
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History: 
Ancient and Classic Antiquity: The 
Sea of Galilee lies on the ancient Via 
Maris, which linked Egypt with the 
northern empires. The Greeks, Has-
moneans, and Romans founded flour-
ishing towns and settlements on the 
land-locked lake including Gadara, 
Hippos and Tiberias. The first-century 
historian Flavius Josephus was so im-
pressed by the area that he wrote, 
"One may call this place the ambition 
of Nature." Josephus also reported a 
thriving fishing industry at this time, 
with 230 boats regularly working in the 
lake. Archaeologists discovered one 
such boat, nicknamed the Jesus Boat, 
in 1986.  Much of the ministry of Jesus 
occurred on the shores of Lake 
Galilee. In those days, there was a 
continuous ribbon development of set-

tlements and villages around the lake and plenty of trade and ferrying by boat. The Synoptic gospels of 
Mark (1:14–20), Matthew (4:18–22), and Luke (5:1–11) describe how Jesus recruited four of his apostles 
from the shores of Lake Galilee: the fishermen Simon and his brother Andrew and the brothers John 
and James. One of Jesus' famous sermons occurred somewhere near this lake, and this is the place 
where he performed many of his miracles. 
In 135 CE Bar Kokhba's revolt was put down. The Romans responded by banning all Jews from 
Jerusalem. The center of Jewish culture and learning shifted to the region of the Galilee and Chinnereth, 
particularly the city of Tiberias. It was in this region that the so-called "Jerusalem Talmud" was com-
piled. 


Middle Ages: The lake's importance declined when the Byzantines lost control and the area came un- 
der the control of the Umayyad Caliphate and subsequent Islamic empires. Apart from Tiberias, the ma-
jor towns and cities in the area were gradually abandoned.[citation needed] The palace Khirbat al-Minya 
was built by the lake during the reign of the Umayyad caliph al-Walid I (705–715 CE). In 1187, Saladin 
defeated the armies of the Crusades at the Battle of Hattin, largely because he was able to cut the Cru-
saders off from the valuable fresh water of the Sea of Galilee. 
Modern Era: Throughout the early Ottoman era, the lake had little importance within the Ottoman Em- 
pire. Tiberias did see a significant revival of its Jewish community in the 16th century, but had gradually 
declined, until in 1660 the city was completely destroyed. In the early 18th century, Tiberias was rebuilt 
by Zahir al-Umar, becoming the center of his rule over Galilee, and seeing also a revival of its Jewish 
community. In 1909, Jewish pioneers established the first cooperative farming village (kibbutz), Kvutzat 
Kinneret in the immediate vicinity of the lake. The settlement trained Jewish immigrants in farming and 
agriculture. Later, Kvutzat Kinneret pioneers established Kibbutz Degania Alef. The Kvutzat Kinneret is 
considered the cradle of the kibbutz culture of early Zionism and is the birthplace of Naomi Shemer and 
the burial site of Rachel—two of the most prominent Israeli poets. 
In 1917, the British defeated Ottoman Turkish forces and took control of Palestine, while France took 
control of Syria. In the carve-up of the Ottoman territories between Britain and France, it was agreed 
that Britain would retain control of Palestine, while France would control Syria. However, the allies had 
to fix the border between the Mandatory Palestine and the French Mandate of Syria. The boundary was 
defined in broad terms by the Franco-British Boundary Agreement of December 1920, which drew it 
across the middle of the lake. 
On May 15, 1948, Syria invaded the newborn State of Israel, capturing territory along the Sea of Galilee. 
Under the 1949 armistice agreement between Israel and Syria, Syria occupied the northeast shoreline of 
the Sea of Galilee. The agreement, though, stated that the armistice line was "not to be interpreted as 
having any relation whatsoever to ultimate territorial arrangements." Syria remained in possession of the 
lake's northeast shoreline until the 1967 Arab-Israeli war. 
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Biblical History and Significance 
The Sea of Galilee, one of the most famous bodies of water in all the world. It’s where Jesus came on 
many occasions to be with His friends, to teach, to enjoy the beautiful surroundings, I’m sure, and the 
bounty of this marvelous place. But Jesus came here with a greater purpose, a purpose that would 
change the lives of countless millions of souls around the world and throughout the ages. That change 
also occurred in the lives of a small group of men known as the apostles. Those apostles spent their lives 
telling people about the matchless grace of God, and they also would tell people about the many things 
that Jesus said and did right here on this Sea. 
Although the Old Testament does not record much about the lake, it is known that the cities along its 
western shore were assigned to the tribe Naphtali. By the time of the New Testament the whole area was 
densely populated. To the east were cities such as Gergesa and Hippus that were associated with e Gre-
co-Romans Decapolis, while on the western shore the major city was Tiberias, the city Herod Antipas had 
built and made the capital of Galilee. To the south of Tiberias were the hot springs of Hammath, to the 
north commercial city of Magdala , or Taricheae (possibly meaning “salted fish”) where fish were pro-
cessed for export. Along the shore of the northern third of the lake were cities in which Jesus ministered, 
including Gennesaret, Dalmanutha, Capernaum, Chorazin, and Bethsaida. This western side of this 13 by 
7 1⁄2 mile lake is located on a branch of the International Highway with cities like Magdala, Chinnereth, 
Capernaum, and Bethsaida lining its path. While each of these cities were important places in the ministry 
of Jesus, Capernaum was especially important as it became the administrative center for the region. 


Biblical References: 
Capernaum 
Jesus to the Paralytic 
Man: "Your sins are 
forgiven" "Little girl, I 
say to you, get up!" 
Capernaum cursed; 
"Woe to you Chorazin" 
"It is my Father who 
gives you true bread 
from heaven" In the 
synagogue there was a 
man with an unclean... 
A woman touched the 
fringe of his cloak 
Peter's mother-in-law 
in bed with a fever 
Mark 2: 1-12 Mark 5: 
35-43 Matt 11: 20-24 
John 6: 28-59 Luke 4: 
31-49 Matt 9: 20-22 
Matt 8: 14-15 
Sea of Galilee 
Suddenly a violent storm arose on the sea He rebuked the wind and the raging waters "You of little faith, 
why did you doubt?" 
Mount of Beatitudes 
"Blessed are the poor in spirit" Sermon on the Mount 
Tabgha 
Matt 8: 23-27 Luke 8:22-25 
Matt 14:22-33 
Feeding of the 5,000: five loaves and two fish Matt 14: 20-24 
"Simon, son of John, do you love me?" 
River Jordan 
Baptism of Jesus by John the Baptist 
Bethsaida 
Miracle of the Fish and Loaves 
"Woe to you Bethsaida!" If the miracles performed... Matt 11: 20-24 



�88

He took the blind man by the hand Finding Philip, he said to him, "Follow me" 
Mount Arbel 
"Land of Zebulon, land of Naphtali, way of the sea Tabor and Hermon sing for joy at your name


Biblical Geography 
Mark 8:22-26 John 1:43-51 
Matt 4: 3-16; Isaiah 9: 1-7 Psalm 89: 5-12 
Matt 5: 1-10 Matt 5, 6 & 7 
John 21:15-19 Matt 3:13-17 
Luke 9: 10-17 
The fresh water of the Sea of Galilee has provided the inhabitants of the region with a good supply of fish 
throughout the ages. The sources of the lake include the Jordan River, which flows into the lake’s north-
ern- most point, and the fresh-water and saline springs that are found around and under the lake. In the 
northwest corner are seven salt springs, called Heptapegon, and along the lake’s western shore just 
south of Tiberias are the hot mineral springs of Hammath (a Hebrew word meaning ‘hot’). Because of its 
lower elevation, the immediate vicinity of the lake receives less rain than the surrounding hills; Tiberias, for 
example, has an annual rainfall of only 16 inches. Yet, because of the rather steep hills that surround the 
sea, the wind rushing down the slopes can create sudden and violent storms on the lake. 
Sailing across the Sea could at times be dangerous due to the sudden storms that could arise because of 
the geographic features inherit in the land. The Sea of Galilee is in a geographic depression surrounded 
by hills, with the surface of the water resting at some 690 feet below sea level. To the North, rising to 
heights of 9,230 feet above sea level lay the great Mount Hermon whose winds would at times descend 
from its peak and be- come funneled down into the Jordan valley with gale force speeds. As the winds 
were forced down into this tunnel-like trough they would often come bursting out upon the water’s sur-
face and create within minutes large waves that would capture helpless small vessels in the clutches of 
its maelstrom of white-caps. The trip across this body of water would have been quite a trek, and at times 
quite a harrowing experience for a small fishing vessel similar to the one that the Lord most likely would 
have been aboard while preaching to the masses. 
Most of the hills, boulders, and soils surrounding the lake derive from lava outflows. Houses in the area 
were primarily built of black basalt rock; because they had few windows and the people had only oil 
lamps for light, living in them must have been rather dismal. This may have been the physical backdrop to 
the description of the gloomy spiritual state of this region (Isa. 9:1). The large basalt boulders in the area 
could be hand-tooled into quality household grinders, large commercial grinders with their millstones 
(Mark 9:42), olive presses and other industrial implements. Thus in New Testament times the area’s eco-
nomic well-being depended on several sources: the presence of the capital of Galilee, Tiberias; the sick 
who came to the hot springs of Ham- math and Hammath Gader for medicinal purposes; the fishing in-
dustry; the rich agricultural lands; the trade routes passing through the area; and the manufacture of 
basalt implements. 


Biblical Archaeology and Significant Discoveries 
A 1st C AD fishing boat was found on the shore of the Sea of Galilee, which may be from Jesus time, or 
the Jewish revolt. This Roman boat was discovered by accident in the winter of 1986, after a dry season 
when the lake was very low. It was found on the muddy shores of the Sea of Galilee between Ginnosar 
and Magdala. After 12 days of excavations on site it was transferred, and now exhibited in a special mu-
seum. The museum that exhibits the "boat of Jesus" is in the Yigal Allon center in Kibbutz Ginnosar. The 
restored boat is displayed in a special museum in Kibbutz Ginnosar, north of Magdala. The boat is 27 feet 
long and 7 1⁄2 feet wide. It is made of 14 different types of wood, as seen in the chart behind the boat. It 
may have functioned as a ferry, reused as a military ship (such as described in the battle of Magdala), or 
used by the fishermen. This boat has been labeled by some as the “Jesus boat” because it was a boat 
dated to be in use some time during the first century A.D., and was one that was surmised to be used by 
those owning a commercial fishing business. Is it indeed a boat once sat in by Jesus? We will perhaps 
never know, but we can nevertheless imagine him lying asleep in its stern while the disciples struggled to 
keep it afloat in the midst of a great storm. 
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Passage Guidepost: Capernaum

Background and Name  
Capernaum was a fishing village in the time of the Hasmoneans and became the center of the Lord’s ac-
tivities in Galilee, and his home town during his ministry to this area (Mathew 4:13). It was a major com-
mercial and population center on the northwest shore of the Sea of Galilee, at the present day site of Tel 
Hum. Thirteen miles long and 7 1⁄2 miles wide, the Sea provided Capernaum with one of its most suc-
cessful industries, fishing. There were also support industries such as tying an repairing of nets, and 
building and repairing fishing boats. Capernaum was equally blessed by particularly fertile soil. An agri-
cultural industry thrived around the perimeter of the lake in the places such as the plain of Gennesaret. 
An abundant rainfall and warm climate favored the cultivation of a variety of crops, particularly olives, 
dates and Citrus fruit. Hills to the north provided the black basalt stone that was used in the construction 
of the domestic and public buildings such as houses and synagogues. Much of this agriculture and geo-
graphic context formed the backdrop and provided the imagery for many of Jesus’ teachings (e.g. the 
mill stone, parable of the sower, building houses, etc.). 


Capernaum, from Hebrew means Nahum’s Village; Kefar (village) + Nahum. Kefar may have some con-
nection to the word Koper which means to cover or atone, as in Yom Kippurim. The multifarious verb na-
ham), may mean to be sorry in the sense of being compassionate (Jeremiah 15:6), to be sorry in the 
sense of being regretful (Exodus 13:17), or it may mean to comfort oneself (Genesis 38:12), depending on 
the con- text, thus a village of comfort and consolation. Capernaum is also known as Tell Hum, Khirbet 
Karazeh, Bethsaida, Capharnaum, Chorazin, Kefar Nahum, Kafarnaum, Kefar Tanhum, Talhum, Tanhum.


Location  
Capernaum is located at the north corner of the Sea of Galilee, on the side of the ancient road from 
Tiberias to the east of the Sea of Galilee. It is 2.5 west of where the Jordan River enters the Sea of 
Galilee. Its location aided its important role as the administrative center for the area. Situated on the in-
ternational trade route that ran from Egypt through Palestine onward to Syria and Mesopotamia, Caper-
naum saw the movements of caravans from Damascus and points to the east to trade centers on the 
Mediterranean Sea to the west. It was located just inside the eastern border of Galilee, the territory of 

Herod Antipas, some two and one-half miles 
west of the Jordan and tetrarch of Philip on the 
east of Jordan. Its’ role as an administrative 
center came is reflected in the story of Matthew 
the tax collector (Matt 9:9). 


History:  
Capernaum first started to be inhabited during 
the 3rd Millennium BC in the early Bronze peri-
od. It was a small village of several houses, 
which was in the area controlled by the Biblical 
city in Tell Kinneret, located nearly two-miles to 
the west. It continued through the 2nd Millenni-
um, as surfaced in the excavations, in the area 
around the center of the Roman village. During 
the Israelite/Iron period (1200-587BC) there 
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was a break in the population, which was restored in the 5th C BC (the period of the returns of the exiles to 
Zion). The village then expanded in the Hellenistic period (332 – 63 B.C), gradually replacing the focus from 
Tell Kinneret - as most of the Tells in Israel at that time. It was designed according to that period's urban 
design of straight lines, which was built in parallel to the main Roman imperial highway that crossed the 
village on the northern side. Capernaum grew larger at the time of Jesus (early Roman period, 1st C AD), 
and a synagogue was built in the center of the village. It reached its peak in the Byzantine period when the 
grand white stone Synagogue was built (end of the 4th C AD) over the earlier synagogue. An octagon 
church was built in the 5th C AD at the location of St Peter's house, and serviced the Christian citizens. At 
that time the village covered about 60 Dunams (about 15 acres), with a population of about 1,500. Note 
that the excavated area that is seen today is only 1/3 of the entire size of the village. 

The village prospered in the Roman and Byzantine periods, and its citizens were mainly fishermen (as most 
of Jesus apostles), farmers, and people that provided services to the Roman road and caravans, including 
tax collection (as was Matthew). 


Capernaum was partially destroyed in the Persian conquest in the 7th C AD. The synagogue and church 
were destroyed in the Arab period (7th- 12 C AD), but the village continued to function for some time. It 
then was totally ruined. The area was then purchased by the Franciscans in 1894; 2/3 of the entire area of 
ruins were purchased, while the other third was purchased by the Greek Orthodox. The excavations were 
conducted in several seasons (1905-1915, 1968-1984). 


Biblical History and Significance  
Capernaum is mentioned in all four gospels. According to the Synoptics, a major part of Jesus’ public min-
istry took place in the territory of 
Galilee (Matt. 4:12, Mark 1:14; Luke 
4:14). Jesus apparently moved from 
his hometown of Nazareth in south-
ern Galilee to Capernaum, the 
hometown of Peter and Andrew, and 
James and John, and made it his 
base of operation (Matt. 4:13; Mark 
4:18-22); he taught and healed in 
the synagogue (Mark 1:21); he per-
formed the miracles of healing in 
private homes, including the keeling 
of Sion Peter’s mother-in-law (Mark 
1:29-31; 32-34; 2:1-12); he called 
Matthew/Levi (Mark 2:13-17); he 
healed the centurions’ servant (Matt. 
8:5-13); and id much more (Matt. 
17:2-27; Mark 9:33-50; John 
4:46-54; 6:16-21, 22-40, 41-59). The 
Bible reveals that Jesus taught in 
the local synagogue at Capernaum 
(Matt. 4:23). But in spite of the fact 
that it was his home and the site of important events in his ministry, Capernaum was condemned along 
with Chorazin to the northwest and Bethsaida to the east (Matt. 11:20-24; Luke 10:13-15). 


Capernaum Highlights:  
Jesus to the Paralytic Man: "Your sins are forgiven" "Little girl, I say to you, get up!" 
Capernaum cursed; "Woe to you Chorazin" 
"It is my Father who gives you true bread from heaven" In the synagogue there was a man with an un-
clean... 

A woman touched the fringe of his cloak 
Peter's mother-in-law in bed with a fever 
Jesus pulls coin from fish’s mouth for temple tax 
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Biblical Geography  
Mark 2: 1-12 Mark 5: 35-43 Matt 11: 20-24 John 6: 28-59 Luke 4: 31-49 Matt 9: 20-22 Matt 8: 14-15 Matt. 
17:24-27 

Capernaum is a seacoast village of Galilee, probably somewhere on the border between the territories of 
Naphtali and Zebulun. Its strategic position along the Via Maris (i.e. the way of the sea) trade route brought 
a lot of international traffic through the region. Jesus could not have a picked a better place for having the 
opportunity to influence many people. Due to its positioning it is easy to understand how the fame of Je-
sus was spread throughout Syria and “from Galilee, and from Decapolis, Jerusalem, Judea, and beyond 
the Jordan” (Matthew 4:23-25). 


Biblical Archaeolo-
gy and Significant 
Discoveries  
Ancient Synagogue 
“The Synagogue at Caper-
naum is not the one where 
Jesus preached, but is likely 
to have been built on the 
same site. There is now con-
siderable controversy over the 
dating of the reconstructed 
synagogue. Since its discov-
ery it has been accepted as 
being late 2nd or early 3rd 
century, but the more recent 
discovery of coins from A.D 
383-408 embedded in the 
mortar suggest the building was erected in the late 4th or early 5th century.” (Jenny Roberts, Bible Then 
and Now, p. 129). 

“The Synagogue is the most splendid of buildings to be found in Capernaum. It has a main prayer hall, a 
portico on the east side, accessible from the prayer hall, and on the south an independent porch, on the 
side that faces Jerusalem. The prayer hall has a broad nave and two narrow aisles, separated by elegant 
columns. The interior was plastered and colored, and ornamented with reliefs, The carved stone capitals 
of the pillars, the gables and the cornices are of a richness unexampled among surviving synagogues in 
Israel. Depictions of animals are common, but a Medusa and even a Roman eagle have found among the 
carvings. There are also typical Jewish emblems: a shofar (ram’s horn), and incense shovel, and a meno-
rah (seventeen branched candelabrum); there is also a representation of the Ark of the Covenant, depicted 
as a Hellenistic temple on four wheels (G.S.P. Freeman-Greenville, The Holy Land, pp. 157-158). 

Ancient Home Believed to Belong to Peter  
Peter did live in a house at Capernaum (Matt. 8:14) but of course we cannot be sure it is the one designat-
ed at the site. However, there is good evidence to suggest that It might have indeed belonged to him. The 
“House of St. Peter” as it is called, was discovered in 1968 under the foundations of the 5th century oc-
tagonal church. The house has been dated to the Hellenistic period. The history of the house is as follows: 
(1) the house was built in the Late Hellenistic period; (2) in the late first century AD it was changed into a 
“domus- ecclesia” or house for religious gatherings; (3) in the fourth century A.D. the same domus-eccle-
sia was enlarged and was set apart from the rest of the enclosed wall; (4) in the second half of the fifth 
century A.D and octagonal church was build upon the house of Peter and remained in use until the sev-
enth century A.D. (5) the identification of the house of St. Peter is based on the combination of of archaeo-
logical data and literary sources. Today the ruins are owned by two churches: the Franciscans control the 
western portion with the synagogue and the Greek Orthodox's property is marked by the white church 
with red domes. 

Millstones 

A number of Basalt millstones have been discovered at Capernaum. Basalt is a volcanic rock that was 
harder and more durable than other stones. This region of Israel has numerous Basalt formations and was 
therefore easily accessible by local craftsman who no doubt sold them to locals and to international 
traders passing through Capernaum. Some of these stones have been found as far afield as Masada, 
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Jerusalem, and the Mediterranean coast. The passage of Luke 17:1-2 becomes even more striking when 
you consider the enormity and weight of the stones and the visual imagery they portray when utilized by 
Jesus in discussing the seriousness of causing others to stumble. 

Roman Mile Stone 

Near the synagogue is a Roman milestone from the time of the Roman emperor Hadrian (A.D. 117-138), 
which was discovered in 1975. Consider Matthew 5:41. 

First Century Foundation  
Under the monumental building are the remains of the early Roman synagogue from the times of Jesus, 
which was built with the local (black) basalt rock. This earlier synagogue was the center of activities of Je-
sus, where he taught (Mark: "And they went into Capernaum; and straightway on the Sabbath day he en-
tered into the synagogue, and taught.") 


Notes and Reflections  
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Not long ago, I sat under a shade tree in Capernaum on the northwestern shore of the Sea of 
Galilee. To my left, I saw the barren, rolling hills of the Gadarenes that lay along the northeastern 
shore. To my right, the recognizable profile of Mount Arbel, the bustling city of Tiberius, and the 
small village of Magdala were distantly visible. Gentle ripples of teal-tinted seawater glided quietly 
toward the rocky shoreline, while pairs of common terns skimmed the water’s surface, looking for 
their supper in the telltale ripples of the fish below.


Two thousand years ago, somewhere near here, seven tired fishermen with empty nets dipped their 
oars into that teal-tinted water and pointed the bow of their boat back toward this shoreline. As 
dawn was breaking, they saw a man standing on the shore. “Children, do you have any fish?” He 
asked. After their negative answer and His instructions that followed, suddenly their nets were full, 
and they knew it was the risen Jesus. Peter threw himself into the water; love and joy - and perhaps 
remorse - propelling him toward his Lord.


I’ve thought so much about Peter 
and his whole-hearted, brash, im-
passioned nature. More than once, 
his earth-bound thinking caused him 
to rebuke Jesus. His faith - and lack 
thereof - were dramatically demon-
strated on the Sea, as he stepped 
out of the boat to walk through the 
storm toward the Lord. Loyalty, love, 
and righteous indignation led him to 
slice off the ear of the high priest’s 
servant on the night of Jesus’ arrest.  
Filled with overconfidence, he de-
clared “Lord, I am ready to go with 
you both to prison and to 
death,” (Luke 22:33). Imagine the 
overwhelming guilt and gut-wrench-
ing sorrow he must have felt several 
hours later following his adamant denial of Jesus, as the sound of the rooster echoed through the 
courtyard, and his Friend turned and looked at him. As he swam toward the shore that morning in 
Galilee, were words of sorrow and confession bubbling from his lips? 


Can’t we all relate to Peter’s weaknesses? We return evil for evil when our pride is wounded, and are 
later filled with regret. Our human emotions often override the compassion, humility, and forbear-
ance we want to practice. We believe we are capable of resolving our own self-inflicted problems 
rather than casting our cares upon Him. We foolishly put (and keep) ourselves in situations that sep-
arate us from the One who loves us most, yet we long to be forgiven and sheltered again under His 
wing. 


So, like Peter, we are humbled and abashed. We feel distanced from God and worthless to Him. 
Guilt whispers in one ear that we have gone too far to be forgiven; we are no longer of any use to the 
Lord. Shame whispers in the other that neither He nor anyone else will ever forget our sin. Fear of 

Toward the Shore
by Carla Moore, via Christian Woman Magazine


(Reflections on the Sea of Galilee) 
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consequences paralyzes us, and carrying our wrongs is a heavy burden we daily carry. Satan uses our 
every disadvantage to his advantage, and desires to separate us from our faith, letting us fall like sifted 
wheat through the cracks. We are in desperate need of God’s precious gift of forgiveness. 


Because the Lord is good, He is “merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast 
love,” (Psa. 103:8). The sin that we acknowledge will be removed “as far as the east is from the 
west,” (v. 12). He does not expect perfection from His children - He “knows our frame, He remembers 
that we are dust,” (v. 14). He has promised that “if we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive,” 
(hurl, release, let go, 1 John 1:9). Our human tendency leaves us treating our past sins like a yo-yo, let-
ting them fall from our hearts before quickly pulling them back up to continue nursing our worries and 
regrets. But this is not the way God forgives. “He will again have compassion on us; he will tread our 
iniquities underfoot, You will cast all our sins into the depths of the sea,” (Micah 7:19).


In the past, while reading Luke’s account of Peter’s declarations and denials, I imagined Jesus turning 
wounded, “I told you so”, eyes on Peter. But now, I don’t think Peter saw blame in the love-filled, com-
passionate eyes of his Friend. The night before His betrayal, Jesus was painfully honest with Peter 
about Satan’s intentions when He said “Satan has demanded to have you, that he might sift you like 
wheat, but I have prayed for you that your faith may not fail. And when you have turned again, 
strengthen your brothers,” (Luke 22:31-32). Perhaps then, when Peter’s grieving eyes met those of Je-
sus, he knew that Jesus wanted him to remember: “I have prayed for you. I have faith in you. You will 
turn again, and I still have work for you to do.” Then, the morning of His resurrection, the women went 
early to the tomb and found the Lord gone, but a young man sitting inside. He told them that Jesus had 
risen, but to “go, tell his disciples and Peter that he is going before you to Galilee. There you will see 
him, just as he told you,” (Mark 16:7). Did Jesus specifically want Peter to know that he was forgiven, 
and that Jesus longed to see him again?


The Peter whose faith was tried by Satan is the same Peter who wrote, years later, that the “tested 
genuineness of your faith” is “more precious than gold,” (1 Pet. 1:7). Emotional Peter is the same Peter 
who learned to temper his intensity, writing that we should “not be conformed to the passions of your 
former ignorance,” (v. 14).  Over-confident Peter is the same Peter who wrote to “clothe yourselves…
with humility toward one another, for God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble,” (1 Pet. 
5:5). Jesus’ gift of forgiveness transformed Peter. 


I can’t help wondering what transpired on that long-ago morning next to the Sea of Galilee. My mind’s 
eye sees laughing, joyous, forgiven Peter, dripping wet but with his eyes fixed firmly upon his Friend, 
whose loving eyes expressed comfort, His “strong hand and an outstretched arm” reaching for Peter, 
“for his steadfast love endures forever,” (Psa. 136:12). What healing words passed between the two of 
them in the few moments before the fishermen in the boat pulled ashore? Scripture doesn’t record. But 
Peter then had the strength to go aboard and single-handedly haul a heavy net full of 153 fish to shore. 
The gift of forgiveness lightened his heart, and strengthened his arm. The Lord’s gift of forgiveness to-
day will do the same for you and me.
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Background and Name 
Tel Beit Shean (Beth She'an, Beth-shan) was a major Biblical city, located in 
the center of crossroads between the Jordan valley and the Jezreel (Yizreel) 
valley. It later was expanded into a large Hellenistic, Roman and Byzantine 
city of Scythopolis. The large city was leveled by a massive earthquake in the 
8th C AD, and was in ruins until recent archaeological excavations which are 
unearthing and reconstructing this amazing city. Beit Shean (Beth Shean): 
Hebrew: Beit (Beth) is "House"; She'an may have been a name of an ancient 
God. Thus, the meaning of the name is "the house of Shean". Scythopolis 
and Scython-Polis - the Hellenistic city was named after the veterans who 
resettled the Hellenistic city in 633 BC. Polis - Greek for city. 


Location:  
The national park is located on the north side of the modern city of Beit Shean (Beth She'an), which is lo-
cated on the southeast corner of the Galilee. It is located south to the Harod creek which flows from the 
foothills of the Gilboa mountain. The site is close to the Jordan river, which flows 3 Miles to the east of the 
site. 


History: 
Early history: According to the excavations, the city was established in the Early Bronze age (early 3rd Mil-
lennium). It extended to the hill east of the Tel, and became a large town. It is located on a prime location - 
in the center of major ancient crossroads (North-South connected Asia Minor to Egypt, and West-East 
connected the sea to Jordan and Arabia). The city is referenced in several Egyptian sources, starting in the 
19th C Egyptian (12th Dynasty) enemy-curse clay tablets as "Aphkm". After it was destroyed by fire, it de- 
clined into a small Middle Bronze age town (19th-15th C BC) . 


Canaanite/Egyptian city: The city is 
listed as on of the cities that were 
conquered by Egyptian Pharaoh 
Thutmose III , just after the famous 
battle nearMegiddo (1468 BC), which 
resulted in the Egyptian conquest of 
Canaan for 350 years. The excava-
tions in the city unearthed findings 
from the period of Thutmose III. 
During the late Bronze period and the 
beginning of the Iron age (15th C to 
12th C) the city became as a center of 
the Egyptian imperial administration in 
northern Canaan, as did Megiddo. A 
basalt tablet from Seti I (~1294-1279 
BC) was found in the city with the 
name of Beit-Shean. The name of the 

Passage Guidepost: Beit She’an
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Holy Land in this tablet is "Retenu", which was the Egyptian name of the land of Israel before the Israelite 
conquest. The city is also mentioned in the Amarna letters, a 14th century BC Egyptian archive of clay tablets. 


Hellenistic period - Nisan-Scythopolis: During 
the 3rd C the city was rebuilt on the top of the Tel and to the north of it. The city was renamed Scythopolis , 
named after the veterans who resettled the Hellenistic city in 633 BC. According to Greek mythology the city 
was founded by the wine God Dionysos who lived in the city. According to the legend, his nursemaid Nysa 
who breast-fed him was buried in the city, so it was named Nysa-Scythopolis or Nisa. The city was an impor-
tant Greek Polis in the 2nd C BC, but destroyed by the Hasmonaens in about 100 BC. According to the Histo-
rian Josephus Flavius (Wars 1 2 3-7): "John, who was also called Hyrcanus ... marched with an army as far as 
Scythopolis, and made an incursion upon it, and laid waste all the country that lay within Mount Carmel". This 
description shows that the city was a key to the Galilee region, and after its conquest the whole area was un-
der the control of the Jewish Kings. 
Roman period - Skythopolis is a major city 
During the Roman period, starting in the 1st C BC, the city became an administration center, and was part of 
the Decapolis - the league of the 10 cities which were located in a region east of the Jordan river and and 
north of the city. A new well planned city was established to the south and east of the ancient Tel. The new 
urban design included wide colonnaded paved streets that crossed the civic center at the foothills of the an-
cient Tel. Large public structures, shopping areas and residential areas were constructed, and the city became 
one of the most important cities in the region.After a major earthquake that affected most of the Galilee (363 
AD), Scythopolis was damaged, but was reconstructed and rebuilt and continued to grow. 

Byzantine period - prosperous Christian city: During the 4th-7th C the city continued to prosper, but the 
pagan structures were converted to other uses since the majority of the population was Christian. The size of 
the city grew to 400 Acres, expanding to all directions. Its population grew to 40,000 residents, and a 4.5KM 
long wall was added around the city. In 409, the city was the metropolis (provincial capital) of "Palaestina Se-
cunda", a region that included the Galilee and northern Trans-Jordan. 


Arab period - Decline and oblivion: The city was conquered in 635 AD and renamed Beisan, which pre-
served the ancient name. The city started a decline during this period, although the new rulers were tolerant: 
the Umayyads of Arabia (661-750) allowed the citizens to continue practice Christianity. However, this ended 
in a major earthquake which leveled the city in 749AD. The city remained in ruins until modern times. 
Crusaders:In the 12th C the Crusaders built a fortress south of the Tel, reusing the stones from the ruins of 
the city. After their defeat, the city of Beisan declined further. 


Ottoman/Mamlukes: During the middle ages Beisan was a small village with no importance. In 1308 a large 
hostel (Khan) was built on the north side, which served trade route from Egypt to Syria. Beisan became a larg-
er town after the railroad was laid out close to the village in the beginning of the 20th C. 


Modern Times The new city of Beth-Shean was established in 1949 in the deserted Arab village of Bei- san. 
In 1949-1957 Noah Merdinger, the first mayor of Beth-Shean, founded the Beth Shean Museum and conduct-
ed the digs around the Tel. The Roman theater was excavated in the 1950s (Appelbaom), and major excava-
tions continued in 1983 (Yadin/Geva) and 1989-1996 (A. Mazar). The Tel and the civic center were excavated 

The city is seen in the Peutinger map (Peutingeriana 
tabula) of the 4th C Imperial Roman roads as "Scy-
topoli", a major city which was connected via a road 
along the Jordan river to Jericho (on the left "Heri-
chonte"), north to Tiberias (Tyberias" on the right) and 
southwest to Caperconti (Legion near Megiddo) and 
then to Caesarea Maritama ("Cesaria"). 
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by Mazor and Bar-Natan, Tsafrir and Foerster. Over 20 layers were excavated in the Tel, attesting to the 
successive construction of cities one on top of 
the ruins of the other, spanning more than 
2,000 years. (Over 65M$ were invested in the 
excavations.The light and sound show was 
opened in July 2008, with an investment of 3M$ 
by several government organizations. 


Biblical History and Signifi-
cance 
The mighty Canaanite city was not conquered 
by the Israelites (Judges 1: 27: "Neither did 
Manasseh drive out the inhabitants of 
Bethshean and her towns"). Later, in the 11th C 
BC, King Saul's body was displayed on its 
walls after his defeat by the Philistines (1 
Samuel 31 10: "...and they fastened his body to 
the wall of Bethshan"). The Canaanite/Philistine city was burnt in the 10th C by King David. His son, King 
Solomon, rebuilt it and made it an important administration city (1 Kings 4 7-12: "And Solomon had twelve 
officers over all Israel... Baana the son of Ahilud; to him pertained Taanach and Megiddo, and all 
Bethshean, which is by Zartanah be- neath Jezreel". 
After Solomon's death, Egypt's Shishak invaded Israel in 924 BC (1 Kings 14: 25: "in the fifth year of King 
Rehoboam, Shishak king of Egypt attacked Jerusalem"). According to the Pharaoh's hieroglyphic inscrip-
tions, Beit Shean is listed as one of the cities that he captured and Beit Shean's governor is illustrated as 
led to cap- tivity in Egypt. The Assyrians captured the Galilee (732 BC), and destroyed Beit Shean to its 
foundations. 


Notes and Reflections:
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Passage Guidepost: Nazareth / 
Mount Precipice

Background and Name
The origin of the name Nazareth is puzzling. In Hebrew the word "Nazir"  
comes from a word meaning “consecrated” or “separated" (Nazarite - 
Monk). The Nazarite was a person who was dedicated to special sacred 
service through a vow made by the person or by his parents, which could 
last a lifetime or for a limited period. The early name "Nazarenes" given to 
early Christians, might have been a derogatory nickname that the people of 
Judea gave to the followers of Jesus (Matthew 26:71, Acts 6:38). Or as 
many scholars today think that the name Nazareth comes from the Hebrew 
word "Netzer" (Branch) as prophesied by Isaiah that Savior will come from 
the branches (roots) of King David. 
Mount Precipice (Hebrew: הר הקפיצהArabic: ,)جبل القفزةalso known as 
Mount of Precipitation, Mount of the Leap of the Lord and Mount Ke-
dumim is located just outside the southern edge of Nazareth, 2.0 km SSW of the modern city center. 


Location: 
A city of lower Galilee, about seventy miles north of Jerusalem, in the territory of the tribe of Zebulun. It 
was situated on the side of a hill overlooking a rich and beautiful valley, surrounded by hills, with a narrow 
outlet towards the south. Nazareth is about six miles west north west of Mount Tabor, and nearly half way 
form the Jordan to the Mediterranean. 
Nazareth is situated among the southern ridges of Lebanon, on the steep slope of a hill, about 14 miles 
from the Sea of Galilee and about 6 west from Mount Tabor. It lies "as in a hollow cup" lower down upon 
the hill than the ancient city. The main road for traffic between Egypt and the interior of Asia passed by 
Nazareth near the foot of Tabor, and thence northward to Damascus. 


History: 
It is supposed from the words of Nathanael in John 1:46 that the city of Nazareth was held in great disre-
pute, either because, it is said, the people of Galilee were a rude and less cultivated class, and were 
largely influenced by the Gentiles who mingled with them, or because of their lower type of moral and re-
ligious character. But there seems to be no sufficient reason for these suppositions. The Jews believed 
that, according to Micah 5:2 , the birth of the Messiah would take place at Bethlehem, and nowhere else. 
Nathanael held the same opinion as his countrymen, and believed that the great "good" which they were 
all expecting could not come from Nazareth. This is probably what Nathanael meant. Moreover, there 
does not seem to be any evidence that the inhabitants of Galilee were in any respect inferior, or that a 
Galilean was held in contempt, in the time of our Lord. Since 1948, with the revival of the state of Israel 
and the establishment of Israeli government, Nazareth is a growing town, a center to the agricultural 
communities of southern Galilee. There are churches and religious institutions representing almost every 
Christian denomination. Including the Basilica of the Annunciation (Roman Catholic) built over the tradi-
tional place of the house of Mary. There are also Orthodox, Anglican and Protestant churches as well as 
Muslim and Jewish communities.
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Biblical History and Significance 
This city is not mentioned in the Old Testament. It was the home of Joseph and Mary ( Luke 2:39 ), and 
here the angel announced to the Virgin the birth of the Messiah ( 1:26-28 ). Here Jesus grew up from his 
infancy to manhood ( 4:16 ); and here he began his public ministry in the synagogue ( Matthew 13:54 ), at 
which the people were so offended that they sought to cast him down from the precipice whereon their 
city was built ( Luke 4:29 ). Twice they expelled him from their borders ( 4:16-29 ; Matthew 13:54-58 ); and 
he finally retired from the city, where he did not many mighty works because of their unbelief ( Matthew 
13:58 ), and took up his residence in Capernaum. 
 
Biblical Geography: 
Precipice Mountain, on the outskirts of Nazareth, is where tradition says the people of the city pursued 
Jesus (Luke 4). From the peak, where the cliff plunges to the Jezreel Valley, you’ll enjoy a magnificent 
panorama as you contemplate this dramatic story. According to Luke's story the cliffs should be adjacent 
to Nazareth. However, they are located 2KM in downtown Nazareth. Therefore, it is more likely that the site 
should be on the northern slopes of the ancient Nazareth, where the Churches are located today. 
North of the Precipice Mountain lies another site that has been identified as the site of Luke 4. This church 
(Mary’s fear: Our Lady of the Fright) is called after a tradition that Mary, Mother of Jesus, was standing at 
this spot when her son was led to the edge of the mountain, about to be thrown away, and was frightened.

 
Biblical Archaeology and Significant Discoveries: 
Church of Annunciation 
A Byzantine church was built over the place where it is believed that the angel Gabriel announced the birth 
of Jesus to the virgin Mary. In 1966 the Roman Catholic Church began constructing a new basilica over 
these remains and today this church is the largest church building in the Middle East. The Greek Orthodox 
Church nearby is built over the town’s water source. 


Excavations of Mt. Precipice found what is called the Qafzeh Cave with evidence of a very early settle-
ment, including 13 Stone Age skeletons. One local legend says that the cave opened up to hide Jesus 
from the angry mob in Luke 4. Another tradition says that Jesus leapt from the mount, landing 9km away 
on Mt. Tabor, hence the Arabic name for the mount, Jebel Qafzeh which translates to “mount of the leap-
ing.” 


Archeologists in Nazareth say a first century house discovered in the 1880s could be the home of Mary 
and Joseph where Jesus was brought up. "Was this the house where Jesus grew up? It is impossible to 
say on archaeological grounds," writes Ken Dark, a professor at the University of Reading (in Biblical Ar-

chaeology Review,) re-
ferring to a first centu-
ry "courtyard house" 
containing limestone 
pottery that was first 
uncovered in the 
1880s by nuns at the 
Sisters of Nazareth 
convent, according to 
Live Science. 


It was Dark who led a 
team of archaeologists 
in 2006 that dated the 
house to the first cen-
tury. The team also 
discovered that the 
people who lived there 
centuries after Jesus' 
time believed Jesus 

View of Mt. Tabor from Mt. Precipice
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was brought up in that house. "On the other hand, there is no good archaeological reason why such an 
identification should be discounted,” (Dark wrote in the article published in the latest edition of the maga-
zine, as quoted by Live Science.)


The house "had been constructed by cutting back a limestone hillside as it sloped toward the wadi (valley) 
below, leaving carefully smoothed freestanding rock walls, to which stone-built walls were added," Dark 
added. "The structure included a series of rooms. One, with its doorway, survived to its full height. Another 
had a stairway rising adjacent to one of its walls. Just inside the surviving doorway, earlier excavations had 
revealed part of its original chalk floor." 
After another Jesus-era house was found in Nazareth in 2009, The Associated Press reported that the 
dwelling and older discoveries of nearby tombs in burial caves suggest that Nazareth was an out-of-the-
way hamlet of around 50 houses on a patch of about 1.6 hectares. In Nazareth, Jews of modest means 
lived and they kept camouflaged grottos to hide from Roman invaders, archaeologist Yardena Alexandre, 
excavations director at the Israel Antiquities Authority, was quoted as saying. "This may well have been a 
place that Jesus and his contemporaries were familiar with," Alexandre went on to say, adding that Jesus 
as a child may have played around the house with his cousins and friends. "It's a logical suggestion.” 


Notes and Reflections:
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Background and Name 
The name Carmel means “vineyard of 
God” or “garden-growth” and the beauty 
and grandeur of this mountain has for generations captured the imagination of its visitors as was wit-
nessed by not only King Solomon who compared the beauty of his beloved to the magnificence of Carmel 
(7:5), but its majesty was also observed during the 19th century explorations of W.M. Thomson when he 
said,” Carmel and its vineyards...were celebrated in ancient song. It is a glorious mountain, and one to 
swear by.” 

The site at Muhraqa Monastery on Mt. Carmel overlooks one of the most important valleys in all of Israel. 
This view from Mount Carmel is spectacular, but from a spiritual vantage point the lessons we can learn 
here are just at breath-taking. Beyond just the confrontation that Elijah had with Baal worship, Mt. Carmel 
forms the backdrop for many other important biblical context as well. 

The Muhraqa Monastery is a Carmelite monastery which sits on top of the highest peak of the Carmel 
mountains. The Carmelite Order was established on Mount Carmel and is a Catholic religious order. 
Mount Carmel was the traditional home of the prophet Elijah who is the saint and patron of the Carmelite 
Order. A statue of Elijah adorns this well-kept monastery. Muhraqa is actually Arabic and means "a place 
of burning," in reference to the story relayed in the Bible whereby a fire came down from heaven and burnt 
the prophet Elijah's offering when he battled the Ba'al prophets. The views from the monastery are simply 
incredible and on clear days one can even see as far as Mount Hermon! 

The Carmelites are a Catholic order of monks, one of the oldest in the Bible Land, and named after Mount 
Carmel. They were founded on Mount Carmel more than 800 years ago, starting from a number of Cru-
saders who went to seclusion in the caves on mount Carmel, and lead by the Frenchman Berthold (died 
1188). In about 1200 their first church building (St. Brocardus) was built in Siakh (bush) creek on the west-
ern slopes of mount Carmel, but were butchered by the Arabs after the defeat of the Crusaders. The pri-
mary “saint” of the Carmelites is the Prophet Elijah. Their symbol, as engraved on the stones in front of 
the church building. Around their symbol are the Latin text (1 Kings 19:10): "...I have been very jealous for 
the LORD God of hosts". The Carmelite monk dresses in brown and walks with biblical sandals. The cen-
ter of this order is in Rome, and is widespread around the world. 
Location: 
The Mount Carmel Range is in the northwestern part of modern Israel just south and west of the Jezreel 
Valley and north of the Sharon Plain and Dothan Valley. It extends some 30 miles along the Mediterranean 
Sea before turning eastward above Caesarea. 

History:  
As one examines the land of Israel we can easily see that it is quite diverse in its elevation and composi-
tion. That diversity can be viewed in a very general way by observing five major longitudinal zones: the 
coastal plain, the central mountain range, the Rift Valley, the Transjordanian Mountains, and the Eastern 
Desert. A small part of the Hill Country region contains what in ancient times as well as today is known as 
the Carmel Mountain Range. This range is prominently situated on the extreme north western side of the 
heartland of Israel—like a large thumb jutting out from the main arm of the central Hill Country. This exten-
sion of the central mountains stands as an imposing road block along the well-traveled stretch of highway 
known in ancient times as the Via Maris, or Way of the Sea. The Via Maris was one of two major branches 
in the international North- South Route carrying goods and armies to and from Mesopotamia and Egypt. 

Passage Guidepost: 
Mount Carmel
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Traveling along the Via Maris one would have to pass through the Carmel Mountain Range by means of 
one of three narrow passages winding its way from the Valley and plain on either side. To the East of Mt. 
Carmel we can see the historic Valley of Jezreel, with its agriculturally rich fields and its unique position as 
a crossroads between the major land areas of Israel and beyond. There were several significant events 
that occurred here involving great Bible characters like Deborah, Gideon, and King Saul (Judges 4; 
Judges 6; 2 Samuel 1; respectively). 
Throughout antiquity the whole of Mount Carmel was probably covered with thick forests. In the biblical 
text we learn only of Elijah’s and Elisha’s association with the mountain, although the cities bounding it on 
the northeast—Jokneam, Megiddo, and Taanach—are justly famous as Canaanite centers. Mount Carmel 
blocks the flow of north-south traffic from the Sharon Plain to the Jezreel Valley or to the Plan of Acco, so 
travelers, cara- vans and armies throughout the ages had to use one it its three passes or attempt to go 
around the northwest- ern tip of the mountain. Thus, if one could control the passes, one could control 

the flow of north-south traffic on the land bridge 
between the continents of Africa and Asia (recall 
Josiah’s ill-fated attempt to prevent Pharaoh 
Neco from proceeding north by battling with him 
at Megiddo – 2 Chronicles 35:22). 

Biblical History and SignifIcance:  
Symbol of Beauty - Biblically, Mt. Carmel is ref-
erenced most often as a symbol of beauty and 
fertility. To be given the “splendor of Carmel” was 
to be blessed indeed (Isa 35:2). Solomon praised 
his beloved: “your head crowns you like Mount 
Carmel” (Song 7:5). But for Carmel to wither was 
a sign of devastating judgment (Nahum 1:4). 

Elijah's Contest - The Canaanite culture, had a 
tremendous bearing upon the events and people 
of Israel, especially in the Mount Carmel area 
where the agricultural practices and beliefs about 
the origins and fruitfulness of their crops were 
revered. The Canaanite word “Baal” simply 

meant “lord” but the famed 1929 discovery of the Ra Shamra text alleged that Baal played an important 
role in bringing about the needed rain for the fertility of the land. Portrayed in ancient inscriptions holding 
a lightning bolt as a scepter, Baal was thought to have brought rain to the land by means of the sexual 
relations he conducted with his female consort. Religious ceremonies surrounding the worship of Baal 
would often involve imitating the sexual behavior of the deities, in hopes, as it has been surmised, to 
arouse Baal for the purpose of producing the needed rain for their production of their crops. The Israelites 
were influenced by this hedonistic form of worship, and had failed to remember the covenant that God 
had made with Israel. 

In a blatant disregard for the covenant, King Ahab embraced the culture of the Canaanites and built an 
altar and temple in Samaria for both Baal and for his female consort (1 Kings 16:32-33). His cultural as-
similation and religious syncretism caused the prophet Elijah to pronounce a curse upon Israel which 
brought a severe drought to the land, a direct assault on Baal, the god of fertility and rain. 

After three and half long years with no rain (cf. James 5:17), and after desperate attempts by Ahab to find 
grass for his animals, Elijah called for a duel on Mount Carmel—a place where the prophets of Baal could 
have their best chance at seeing rain, given its elevation and nearness to the sea. It was here on Mount 
Carmel, half-way between the territory of the Canaanites and the territory belonging to Jehovah’s es-
tranged people, that Elijah called into question their religious devotion. It was then that Elijah gave in-
struction for two altars to be built with a challenge to the prophets of Baal to have them call upon their 
alleged god to consume with fire one of the sacrifices, and for Jehovah God to consume the other. Baal, 
the storm god with his scepter of lightning could not ignite the fire; Jehovah God, however did and sub-
sequently brought then the needed rain to a parched and thirsty land. 

The Israelites were indeed standing on a middle ground between two nations, but also on a middle 
ground of religious practices. On the one hand they professed to be children of Israel who had made a 
covenant to depend upon God for their rain, but on the other hand were paying homage to the Canaanite 
god who likewise promised to bring rain. They were at a geographic and religious impasse and needed to 
stop their compromise. 
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Biblical References: 1 Kings 18:19-20; 2 Kings 2:25; 4:25; 2 Chronicles 26:9-10; Song of Solomon 7:5; 
Isai- ah 35:2; Jeremiah 50:19; Nahum 1:4


Biblical Geography: 
Just as the Carmel Mountain Range itself is beautiful and unique, so is the view. We can look in several 
directions and see its historic and beautiful geographic boundaries. To the southeast lies the agriculturally 
rich Dothan Valley where according to Genesis 37 the sons of Jacob where pasturing their flocks and 
where they imprisoned their brother Joseph and sold him into slavery.To the South lies the peaceful 
Sharon Plain where in Old Testament times its diverse composition yielded both marshland and areas for 
the grazing of livestock, as revealed in 1 Chronicles 5:16 and 27:29. It is also from this area that 
Solomon’s beloved Shulamite bride made reference when she spoke of herself as the “rose of Sharon”; 
referring to some type of flower that would have ornamented the beautiful array of vegetation growing in 
this well watered area. 
To the west of Mt. Carmel are the thunderous waters of the Mediterranean Sea where ships brought their 
commerce to places like Tyre and Sidon and eventually to the Israelite Harbor of Haifa, though in Bible 
times Haifa was most likely nothing more than a small fishing village. 
To the East of Mt. Carmel we can see the historic Valley of Jezreel, with its agriculturally rich fields and its 
unique position as a crossroads between to the major land areas of Israel and beyond. There were sever-
al significant events that occurred here involving great Bible characters like Deborah, Gideon, and King 
Saul (Judges 4; Judges 6; 2 Samuel 1; respectively.) 
As one exits the Jezreel valley to the west, and proceeds to the north of Mount Carmel along the Mediter-
ranean Sea, you will enter an area known as Phoenicia. The Bible writer Mark records that Jesus came to 
the borders of this region and healed the daughter of a Greek woman (Mark 7:26), and, as revealed in the 
book of Acts, groups of Christians came here during a time of persecution (Acts 11:19). It was also 
through here that Paul and Barnabas traveled on their way to the Jerusalem conference (Acts 15:3), and 
once more by Paul at the end of one of his missionary journeys (Acts 21:2). In the Old Testament the 
Phoenician area was known as territory belonging to the Canaanites, an indigenous people of the Bible 
lands whose history and cultural identity at times became intermingled with various tribal groups of the 
Israelites, especially during the time of the Israelite King Ahab who married a woman named Jezebel from 
the Canaanite city-state of Sidon. 


Notes and Reflections:
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Passage Guidepost: Caesarea Maritima

Background and Name  
The name Caesarea Maritima was unknown in ancient times—it was usually 
known as Caesarea of Palestine. Caesarea Maritima means Caesarea by the 
sea—it is a name given in modern times to separate this city from Caesarea 
Philippi. The city was named Caesarea by Herod the Great, in honor of his pa-
tron, Caesar Augustus. A Phoenician city, Strato’s Tower, had already existed 
as a port here.  
Location:  
Located on the shore of the Mediterranean, on the great road from Tyre to 
Egypt, about 70 miles northwest of Jerusalem, at the northern extremity of the 
plain of Sharon. Caesarea is about 30 miles North of Jaffa.It was built by Herod 
the Great (B.C.10), who named it after Caesar Augustus, hence called Cae-
sarea Sebaste (Gr. Sebastos = "Augustus"), on the site of an old town called "Strato's Tower." It was the 
capital of the Roman province of Judaea, the seat of the governors or procurators, and the headquarters 
of the Roman troops. It was the great Gentile city of Palestine, with a spacious artificial harbour. It was 
adorned with many buildings of great splendour, after the manner of the Roman cities of the West.  
History:  
A Phoenician city, Strato’s Tower, had already existed as a port here.Between 22 and 9 B.C., Herod the 
Great built the city and a harbor. “Two decades before the birth of Christ, Herod the Great, King of Ju-
daea, set out to create an international metropolis on the coast of Palestine where no major city had ever 
stood before. In a career marked by grandiose building projects—the Temple in Jerusalem, the winter 
palace in Jericho, the lofty Dead Sea citadel of Masada—this was to be his crowning achievement: Cae-
sarea Maritima, rival to Alexandria in the eastern trade, a city in opulence and magnificence worthy to be 
named for Herod’s patron, Caesar Augustus, master of the Roman world.” (National Geographic, Feb-
ruary 1987, p. 266).  

“Herod spared nothing in 
his elaborate designs for 
the port facilities—a ma-
jor engineering feat at the 
time—as well as for the 
city, which included 
palaces, temples, a the-
ater, a marketplace, a 
hippodrome, and water 
and sewage systems. 
When it was completed 
12 years later, only 
Jerusalem outshone the 
splendor of Caesarea. Its 
population under Herod 
grew to around l00,000, 
larger than that of 
Jerusalem; the city was 
spread over some 164 
acres,” (Haberfeld, 
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Fodor’s Israel, p. 199).  
“The Romans annexed Judaea in 6 B.C., and made Caesarea the headquarters of the provincial gover-
nor and his administration. Of these governors Pontius Pilate was one. At first the province was known as 
Judaea, later Palestina,” (Grenville, The Holy Land, p. 135). 
When Judea was ruled by the Romans, the prefects or governors resided in Caesarea. The Jews and 
Greek-speaking population repeatedly clashed, with hostilities exploding in the Jewish revolt of 66 A.D.  
The first Jewish rebellion was squelched by Vespasian and it was in this city that the Roman legions pro- 
claimed him emperor in 69 A.D. A year later Vespasian’s son, Titus, captured and destroyed Jerusalem. 
After 70 A.D., Caesarea became a Roman colony and the local Roman capital of Palestine for nearly 600 
years. Caesarea continued to be of commercial importance until after the Crusades. It was from here 
that the Polo’s set out in the 13th century for their travels to the court of the Great Khan of the Mongols 
in far-off Peking (Beijing, China). 

Biblical History and Significance 
Herod Agrippa I was smitten by an angel of the Lord here in the theater built by Herod the Great (Acts 
12:20– 23). “Now, when Agrippa had reigned three years over all Judea, he came to the city Caesarea, 
which was formerly called Strato’s Tower; and there he exhibited shows in honor of Caesar, upon his be-
ing informed that there was a certain festival celebrated to make vows for his safety. At which festival, a 
great multitude was gotten together of the principal persons, and such as were of dignity through his 
province. On the second day of 5 which shows he put on a garment made wholly of silver, and of a con-
texture truly wonderful, and came into the theater early in the morning; at which time the silver of his 
garment being illuminated by the fresh reflection of the sun’s rays upon it, shone out after a surprising 
manner, and was so resplendent as to spread a horror over those that looked intently upon him; and 
presently his flatterers cried out, one from one place, and another from another (though not for his 
good), that he was a god; and they added, ‘Be thou merciful to us; for although we have hitherto rever-
enced thee only as a man, yet shall we henceforth own thee as superior to mortal nature.’ Upon this the 
king did neither rebuke them, nor reject their impious flattery,” (Josephus, Antiq. 19.8.2). 

The apostle Paul visited Caesarea on many occasions:  
1. On his way from Jerusalem to Tarsus (Acts 9:30).  
2. Caesarea was Paul’s port of landing on his return from his 2nd and 3rd evangelistic journeys  
 (Acts 18:22; 21:7–8).  
3. He was sent here by Lysias (Acts 23:23–35).  
 a) The 200 soldiers and 200 spearmen left Paul at Antipatris and the 70 horsemen went with him 

 to Caesarea (Acts 23:31–32). 
 b) He gave his defense speech here (Acts 24:10–21). 
 c) He preached to Felix and Drusilla here (Acts 
24:22–27).  
 d) He was imprisoned here for two years (Acts 
24:27).  
 e) When questioned by Festus, he appealed to 
Caesar (Acts 25:10–12).  
4. He set sail for Italy from here (Acts 27:1–3ff).  

Here Cornelius the centurion was converted through 
the instrumentality of Peter (Acts 10:1, 24), and thus for 
the first time the door of faith was opened to the Gen-
tiles.  Philip the evangelist resided here with his four 
daughters (21:8).  

Biblical Geography 
Biblical Archaeology and Signifi-

cant Discoveries  
With his usual magnificence Herod lavished adornments on the city. He erected sumptuous palaces and 
public buildings, a theater, and amphitheater with prospect to the sea; while a spacious system of sewers 
under the city secured cleanliness and health. But "the greatest and most laborious work of all" was a 
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magnificent harbor "always free from the waves of the sea," which Josephus says was not less than the 
Piraeus: this however is an exaggeration. It was of excellent workmanship, and all the more remarkable 
because the place itself was not suitable for such noble structures. The whole coast line, indeed, is singu-
larly ill-fitted for the formation of harbors. The mighty breakwater was constructed by letting down stones 
50 x 18 x 9 ft. in size into twenty fathoms deep. The mote was 200 ft. wide. Part was surmounted by a 
wall and towers. A promenade and dwellings for mariners were also provided. The work was done in ten 
or twelve years. It became the residence of the Roman procurator. It passed into the hands of Agrippa I; 
and here he miserably died (Acts 12:19, 23).  
Excavations undertaken since 1950 have uncovered a Roman temple, amphitheater, hippodrome (which 
seat- ed 20,000), the aqueduct, and other ruins of Roman and later times. Of particular interest is a Ro-
man inscription, found in 1961, which mentions Pontius Pilate, Roman procurator of Judaea at the time of 
Jesus’ crucifixion. This is the first mention of Pilate ever found that can be accurately dated within his life-
time.  
Further excavations in the 1970s and ’80s, both on land and underwater, gave a clearer picture of the ar-
tificial harbor built by Herod the Great. It was probably the first harbor ever constructed entirely in the 
open sea (i.e., without the benefit of any protective fringing bay or peninsula) and was protected from the 
sea primarily by two huge breakwaters built of concrete blocks and filled with stone rubble. This spacious 
harbor, which Josephus compared favorably with that of Athens at Piraeus, was one of the technological 
marvels of the ancient world and helped make Caesarea a major port for trade between the Roman Em-
pire and Asia.  

Notes and Reflections 
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Halfway between Tel Aviv’s bustling international airport and Haifa’s modern-day seaport lies a more an-
cient point of entry into the promised land: the harbor city of Caesarea. 2000 ago, the architecturally 
beautiful city by the sea was witness to many events significant to the early church. Here, the devout 
Roman centurion Cornelius had a vision directing him to listen to Peter’s preaching, becoming the first 
reported Gentile Christian (Acts 10). Here Herod Agrippa died in a miserable fashion, because he elevat-
ed himself and did not give glory to God (Acts 12). The apostle Paul was sent from Jerusalem to Cae-
sarea under the guard of 70 horsemen, 200 soldiers and 200 spearmen because of threats from angry 
Jews (Acts 23,) and while imprisoned here, Paul defended himself before Felix, Festus, King Agrippa, and 
Bernice (Acts 24, 25). From Caesarea, Paul set sail for Rome to appear before Caesar, and here he re-
turned from his missionary journeys.


Once a Phoenician naval outpost known as Strato’s Tower, Herod the Great took the small coastal town 
and built a magnificent fortified city. Never one to do anything halfway, Herod built his own palace on a 
promontory that jutted out into the Mediterranean, complete with an early version of an infinity-edged 
swimming pool surrounded by colonnaded walkways and detailed mosaics. The rock-cut outline of that 
swimming pool is visible today, and as Mediterranean waves still splash around it, it is easy to imagine 
the opulence once prevalent here. To the south of the ruins of Herod’s palace is a grand theater that 
faces the ocean, originally three levels high, marvelously engineered to project sound clearly from the 
stage to the furthest seats. North of Herod’s palace, just steps from the Sea, is a sandy U-shaped hippo-
drome, and further north is what remains of Herod’s magnificently engineered harbor.


Larger than any other in its time, the two-part harbor was engineered and built in just over a decade, us-
ing hydraulic concrete made from lime, volcanic ash, and water. This concrete, while in a liquid state, was 
poured into wooden formwork and submerged, where it solidified underwater. Shaped like a horseshoe, 
the harbor could accommodate 300 vessels, and undoubtedly Paul was aboard several of those ancient 
vessels that slipped between the seawalls and into the deep waters of the Mediterranean, carrying him 
on his journeys to defend the gospel of Christ before the Roman Emperor, as well as to citizens of Europe 

and Asia.


I’ve wondered how many of Paul’s 
friends followed him to various 
sandy beaches along the Mediter-
ranean coastline, either to bid him a 
tearful farewell or to joyfully welcome 
his return. What would it have been 
like to witness the circle of believers 
kneeling to pray, arms clasped 
around one another’s shoulders, 
weeping and embracing? As their 
children scurried to gather seashells 
or chase the retreating waves, did 
they understand the emotion dis-
played by the adults gathered near-
by? Were they carrying gifts with 
them to the ship: bundles filled with 
provisions to sustain Paul on his 
journey, or did they press money into 
his hand as they bade him farewell? 

Missionaries today know the comfort 
that comes when encircled by fellow Christians, prayed over and sent on their way – but then, journeys 
were longer. Communication was slower, and danger more imminent. Those gatherings around Paul on 
the shores of his departures must have been tear-filled, with carefully chosen words of love, counsel, en-
couragement and commendation. 


Are You Afraid to Die?
by Carla Moore, via Christian Woman magazine


(Reflections on Caesarea Maritima) 
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The end of Acts 20 records the emotional details of one of those farewell gatherings. In Miletus, after urging 
the elders from Ephesus to continue their careful shepherding of the Lord’s church, he knelt with them near 
the ship and prayed. With “much weeping on the part of all; they embraced Paul and kissed him, being sor-
rowful…that they would not see his face again,” (Acts 20:37-38 ESV). They escorted him to the ship that 
continued his journey toward Jerusalem, and one stop along the way was the city of Caesarea, where Paul 
stayed for a number of days with Philip, the evangelist.


There, the prophet Agabus came to Paul, removing Paul’s belt and using it to dramatically bind his own 
hands and feet, warning that Paul would be similarly bound and given to the Gentiles if he continued on to 
Jerusalem. The demonstration by Agabus must have been distressing, because all of those present wept, 
urging Paul to stay away from Jerusalem. But Paul’s response was this: “What are you doing, weeping and 
breaking my heart? For I am ready not only to be imprisoned but even to die in Jerusalem for the name of 
the Lord Jesus,” (Acts 21:13). 


A few weeks ago, I stood on a platform overlooking Herod’s remarkable harbor in Caesarea and read this 
account. I imagined the tears and concern on the faces of Paul’s friends and the emotion in Paul’s voice as 
he begged them not to synthrypto – shatter, burst, or break into pieces – his heart. They were concerned for 
his well-being, but his concern was for a lost world to know Christ. While he may not have anticipated 
death, he certainly wasn’t afraid of it. He later wrote that his desire was “to depart and be with Christ, for 
that is very much better,” (Phil 1:23, NASB). 


That day on the platform, I questioned myself: is my desire to die and be with Christ, or do I fear death? 
When my sons were young and dependent upon me, I feared dying and leaving them motherless. When 
there was hidden sin in my life, I feared the consequence of dying with a proverbial foot walking in dark-
ness. And even when those issues were resolved and the sin confessed, when I didn’t fully understand the 
grace and assurance extended to me as one who is in Christ, walking in His light, I still feared death.


Understanding God’s grace and trusting Him to uphold His promise of salvation is difficult for me, and 
probably for many who know the private thoughts that run through our heads, and the daily struggles with 
sin that distract us. But I do trust Him. I trust that He directed John to write words “that our joy may be 
complete,” (1 John 1:4) assuring me that when I walk in the light, “the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses (me) 
from all sin,” (v. 7). I trust His repeated, emphatic reassurances that I know Him, that my sins are forgiven, 
that I have overcome the evil one, and that His word abides in me (v. 12-14). I trust Him when He says that 
when I practice righteousness, I 
am righteous (3:7), and that even 
when “our heart condemns us, 
God is greater than our heart, and 
he knows everything,” (3:20).


Paul could face those shoreline 
farewells toward an uncertain 
earthly future because he knew 
the Father, and he knew his ulti-
mate destination: not Jerusalem, 
nor Ephesus, Caesarea or even 
Rome. He had assurance that 
heaven would one day be his 
home, and that God would wipe 
away his tears and provide refuge 
after his stormy life. Though we 
may dread being separated from 
our loved ones on earth, we don’t 
have to fear death, because we 
will never be separated from the 
One who loved us first, most, and 
best.
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Passage Guidepost: Beth Shemesh

Background and Name 
Beth Shemesh ("House of the Sun") was an important Biblical city during 
the Canaanite and Israelite periods. It was a border city, located at the 
meeting point of three civilizations - Canaanites, Israelites and Philistines. 
Beth Shemesh is mentioned in connection with the return of the Ark of the 
Covenant by the Philistines, as well as other historical events. Beth 
Shemesh - (Hebrew) The house of the Sun. Named after the worship of the 
sun by the Canaanites. 'Ain Shems - (Arabic) - the name of the Arab village 

on the east side 
of the site. It 
means : 
"Spring of the 
Sun", although 
there is no 
spring at this site. 
Location: 
A border city between Judah and Dan, Beth 
Shemesh was given to the Levites. Beth 
Shemesh was the most important Israelite city 
in the Sorek Valley as it watched both east-west 
traffic through the Sorek Valley and north-south 
traffic along the “Diagonal Route.” Recent exca-
vations have shown a thriving city here from the 
Middle Bronze Age through the Iron II period. 
The importance of Beth Shemesh is largely ow-
ing to its situation along the route leading south 
to Lachish. Known by some as the “Diagonal 
Route” (no name is given in historical sources), 

this route was the major artery through the Shephelah in the historical periods. Travelers going south from 
Beth Shemesh will meet most of the major cities of the Shephelah along this route: Azekah, Moresheth Gath, 
Mareshah/Beth Guvrin and Lachish. Beth Shemesh was located between the Biblical cities of Zorah and Es-
htaol. 


Biblical Geography:
History: 
The town of Beth Shemesh dates back to the time of Abraham. It came under Egyptian control during the 
period of the Hyksos (circa 1700-1550 B.C.) and was fortified during this period. The city was destroyed by 
fire perhaps as early as 1500 B.C. (some say by the Egyptians, but this may date to the beginning of the Is-
raelite conquests circa 1400 B.C.). 
Canaanite - Worship of the Sun: Beth Shemesh was a large Canaanite city built as an oval mound on the 
south bank of Nahal Sorek. The area of the city, within the walls is around 8 acres. The Canaanite city may 
have been named Ir-Shemesh ("Sun City") since its people worshipped the sun, although no such temple 
was yet found. The practice of sun worship was common in ancient times, and the Bible warns against it 
(Deuteronomy 4 19): "And lest thou lift up thine eyes unto heaven, and when thou seest the sun, and the 
moon, and the stars, even all the host of heaven, shouldest be driven to worship them, and serve them, 
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which the LORD thy God hath divided unto all nations under the whole heaven". Archaeological excava-
tions identified in the 9th layer a massive destruction during the 14th C BC when the city was burnt down, 
and later rebuilt. 
Biblical History and Significance 
Beth Shemesh was initially given to the tribe of Dan (Joshua 19:41). It was also one of the 48 Levitical 
cities, as commanded by Moses (Joshua 21:16). Scholars suggested that the Canaanite cult of sun-wor-
ship may have contributed to its selection as a Levitical city. The archaeological evidence indicate that the 
city was destroyed at the end of the 12th C, and was shortly reoccupied. Some have said resettlement was 
due to the change of the population from Canaanite to Israelite but the conquest happened in the 15th C 
BCE (1400s) 
Judges period (14th-11thC BC): During that time, the city grew and spread over the whole mound. Recent 
excavations revealed Canaanite architecture and ceramics, but the study of the remains of animal bones 
indicated that the diet excluded pigs which imply an Israelite presence. Samson’s first “girlfriend” lived at 
Timnah a few miles west in the Sorek valley. His last girlfriend Delilah lived somewhere in this same valley. 
During the 12th C (beginning of the Iron Age) the Philistines arrived to the cities along the shore. Beth 
Shemesh and the cities in the Sorek valley are located on the border with the Philistines, and were impact-
ed by their push from the shore eastwards into the land of Judah. Their conflict with the Israelites started in 
the mid 11th C BC, and one of the stories associated with this conflict is the heroism of Samson of the tribe 
of Dan, who was born in the nearby village of Zorah (3km north). 
The mighty Samson was a judge for 20 years, battled with the Philistines and died in Gaza by pulling down 
the temple with his incredible strength (Judges 13-16). The name Samson means "man of the Sun", so 
even his name is related to Beth Shemesh - the "house of the sun”. 

King Saul period (11th C BC): Beth Shemesh became a border city of the tribe of Judah, and renamed to 
Beth Shemesh - "the house of the sun,” (Joshua 15 10).
Return of the Ark: 
Beth Shemesh is mentioned in connection with the return of the Ark of the Covenant by the Philistines. The 
ark was captured seven months earlier, but the Philistines decided to return it to Israel after it caused them 
plagues. The first station was in Beth Shemesh (1 Samuel 6 10,12): 
King Solomon (10th C BC): Beth Shemesh was one of the twelve precincts of the Kingdom of Solomon, 
and the son of Dekar was appointed its governor (1 Kings 4 1,2,9). In this period the city underwent consid-
erable planning and reconstruction, transforming the city into a regional administrative center. The excava-
tors unearthed the governor's house and adjoining storerooms and barn, covering an area of 250m. A mas-
sive city wall was constructed and supported by towers. A 10th-9th C ironsmith workhouse, one of the ear-
liest ever found in this region, was found on the south side, with locally casted arrowheads and other mili-
tary iron casts. These findings are proof of a strong centralized administration emerging in this period, as a 
result of the newly established kingdom of Israel. 
Kings Amaziah and Jehoash (9th C BC): In the fields near Beth Shemesh the two Israelite kingdoms 
clashed in around 800BC. The Northern Kingdom (based in Samaria) defeated the Kingdom of Judah, and 
Jerusalem was sacked (2 Kings 14:11-14) 
King Ahaz (8th C BC): The Philistines continued their intrusions along the valley of Elah into Judea during 
the times of King Ahaz, son of Jotham, who reigned 20 years at ~735 – 715 BC. They captured Beth 
Shemesh (2 Chronicles 28 16, 18): 
King Uzziah: During his reign (783-742BC) Uzziah expanded the Judean territories into the Philistine cities 
(2 Chronicles 26 6-7): Some of the city's fortifications may have been constructed by Uzziah. 
King Hezekiah and the Assyrians (8th C BC): The Assyrian empire, a rising force in the region, conquered 
the North Kingdom of Israel in 732BC, destroying most of the cities and villages in the land. The South 
Kingdom of Judah managed to survive this onslaught but after the death of the Assyrian King Sargon II (722 
– 705BC), King Hezekiah, son of Ahaz (reigned 715-686BC) – rebelled against the Assyrians subsequently 
recapturing Beth-Shemesh as well as other cities in the area (2 Kings 18 8). Jerusalem was spared from de-
struction and the Assyrians retreated because of the intervention by God (2 Chronicles 31 21-22): 
The town was destroyed by Sennacherib, king of Assyria, during his campaign in Judah, in 701 BC. leaving 
the city in ruins. Only few Judean families returned to the site for a short time, but city was again destroyed 
by Nebuchadnezzar during his campaign of 588-587 B.C. and was never rebuilt.

Roman/Byzantine period: 
A Roman road from Jerusalem/Bethlehem (on the east) passed at the site, connecting it to the west. The 
route of the ancient road passes on the east side of the mound. In the 5th C a large monastery and inn was 
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built on the south side of Tel Beth Shemesh. It serviced the pilgrims that travelled along the road to and 
from Jerusalem. 
Biblical Archaeology and Significant Discoveries: Tel Aviv University researchers recently uncovered a 
12 century BC seal, measuring 15 millimetres (about a half-inch) in diameter, which depicts a human figure 
next to a lion at the archaeological site of Beth Shemesh, located between the Biblical cities of Zorah and 
Eshtaol, where Samson was born, flourished, and finally buried, according to the book of Judges. The 
scene engraved on the seal, the time period, and the location of the discovery all point to a probable refer-
ence to the story of Samson, the legendary heroic figure whose adventures famously included a victory in 
hand-to-paw combat with a lion. 
While the seal does not reveal when the stories about Samson were originally written, the finding does help 
to "anchor the story in an archaeological setting," says Prof. Shlomo Bunimovitz of TAU's Department of 
Archaeology and Ancient Near Eastern Civilizations. Prof. Bunimovitz co-directs the Beth Shemesh dig 
along with Dr. Zvi Lederman. 
"If we are right and what we see on the seal is a representation of a man meeting a lion, it shows that the 
Samson legend already existed around the area of Beth Shemesh during that time period. We can date it 
quite precisely," Prof. Bunimovitz adds. 
Iron Age Reservoir: Israeli archaeologists recently uncovered the largest Iron Age reservoir known in Is-
rael. With a capacity of 7,500 cubic feet, this reservoir could have supplied the town’s inhabitants with wa-
ter to survive a three-month siege. This underground storage basin is composed of two long rooms in the 
shape of a cross and according to the excavators is “one of the finest examples of water engineering and 
management in the kingdom of Judah.” 
Tel Aviv University researchers have recently 
uncovered a unique 11th century BCE sa-
cred compound at the site of Tel Beth-
Shemesh, an ancient village that resisted 
the aggressive expansion of neighboring 
Philistines. The newly discovered sacred 
complex is comprised of an elevated, mas-
sive circular stone structure and an intri-
cately constructed building characterized by 
a row of three flat, large round stones. Co-
directors of the dig Prof. Shlomo Bunimovitz 
and Dr. Zvi Lederman of TAU's Sonia and 
Marco Nadler Institute of Archaeology say 
that this temple complex is unparalleled, 
possibly connected to an early Israelite cult
—and provides re- markable new evidence 
of the deliberate desecration of a sacred 
site. 
This desecration was no accident or coinci-
dence, the researchers believe. Instead, it represents the see-saw of political might between the Philistines 
and the local population. Presumably the Philistines gained temporary control of Beth-Shemesh, and 
brought in livestock to live on what they knew had been a sacred site to their enemies. 
Many seals were found in Israel imprinted on jars with the Hebrew letters LMLK ( "L'melekh"), meaning 
"belonging to the king". The royal seals bear the name of the city on the bottom, such as the nearby "So-
choh" as seen in the example below and its corresponding stick figure. 


Notes and Reflections: 
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Passage Guidepost: Valley of Elah

Background and Name 
David’s earliest encounter with the Philistines happened in the Elah 
Valley just west of the Judean Hill Country. This valley is a part of the 
Judean Shephelah which is a Hebrew term meaning lowly or humble 
and was used to refer to the low rolling foothills of the larger mountains 
to the east. The Judean Shephelah is comprised of five major valleys 
that run from east to west between the Hill Country on the east and the 
Philistine Coast on the west. This region was the site for several well-
known events in Israelite history involving heroes like Samson, Joshua, 
and Micah. 
The Shephelah was important for several reasons. One, it acted as a sort 
of buffer between Judah and the Philistines. Second, the broad U shaped valleys were excellent for growing 
wheat or other crops, and third these valleys served as the main route of travel to and from the Hill Country 

giving the inhabitants of Judah access to the 
trade that ran up and down the coastal branch 
of the international north -south route. It was in 
this valley then that Philistines had encamped 
presumably to keep the Israelites at bay, but 
also hoping perhaps to gain control of the rich 
fertile fields not only of the Shephelah but also 
of the terraced farm-lands in the Judean Hill 
Country. 
Location 
The valley of Elah is a triangle shaped flat valley, 
located on the western edge of the Judah low 
hills. Its Hebrew name, Elah, is named after the 
Terebinth (Pistacia Palaestina) tree. This valley 
was an important corridor from the coast cities, 
up to the center of the land of Judah and its 
cities - Bethlehem, Hebron and Jerusalem. The 
Bible named several sites around the valley 
where the camps of the Israelites and the 
Philistines were located to watch the battle - 

Azekah (Azeka), Sha'arayim (Shaaraim) and Sochoh (Socoh). These Biblical sites were identified and some 
of them were excavated 
History: 
Biblical period
The land around the valley of Elah was part of the tribe of Judah. It is named after the Terebinth (Pistacia) 
trees that grow in the Holy Land. An ancient road that ascends from the valley of Elah and the divides goes 
in one direction to Jerusalem connecting the coast cities to Jerusalem and Bethlehem, while the other fork 
goes to Hebron. 
Biblical period - after Goliath: The valley of Elah was used by the Philistines to attack Judah even after the 
failed battle of Goliath. After David became King, they attacked through the same route to capture Bethle-
hem (implied in 1 Chronicles 14 8-17). Years later, during the times of King Ahaz (734BC), they captured So- 

 Valley of Elah 
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coh and the villages around it (2 Chronicles 28:18-19): "The Philistines also had invaded the cities of the 
low country, and of the south of Judah, and had taken Bethshemesh, and Ajalon, and Gederoth, and 
Shocho with the villages thereof, and Timnah with the villages thereof, Gimzo also and the villages there-
of: and they dwelt there. For the LORD brought Judah low because of Ahaz king of Israel; for he made 
Judah naked, and transgressed sore against the LORD". The Babylonians campaign to defeat Judah 
(597-582BC) passed the valley of Elah through Azekah (Jeremiah 34 1,7): "...when Nebuchadnezzar king 
of Babylon... fought against Jerusalem, and against all the cities of Judah that were left, against Lachish, 
and against Azekah: for these defenced cities remained of the cities of Judah". 
Roman period road: One of the major Roman roads from Jerusalem to the coast passed through the 
Elah valley, following the path of Biblical way. The Roman road on this section is part of the ancient road 
from Ashkelon, a large Roman port city on the coast, to Bethlehem and Jerusalem. 
The Roman road was repaired and enlarged during the campaign of the Roman Caesar Hadrian, who 
crushed the second Jewish revolt against the Romans - known as the Bar Kochba revolt (132-136AD). 
This date of the construction is not certain, and relies on the inscription on a milestone found along the 
road. Barochba and his troops made their last stand against the might of the Roman forces in Betar, a 
fortified village which is located along the road. 
Modern Period: On the east side of the valley is a satellite relay center, which is primarily used to broad-
cast Television through a cluster of dishes. A Kibbutz is located in the center of the valley, named Hala- 
med-Hei ("path of the 35"), named after the convoy to Gush-Etzion who were killed during the Indepen-
dence war. The Kibbutz was established in 1949. Along the valley are agriculture fields, and you can hike 
through paths that cross the valley and the Elah stream which is dry most of the year. A nature reserve is 
located along the road between the Kibbutz and the western edge of the valley, with rare Acacia trees. 


Biblical Geography and Significance 
David’s earliest encounter with the Philistines happened in the Elah Valley. I Samuel 17 the Bible reveals 
to us that Goliath had positioned himself in the middle of the Elah Valley and was challenging God’s peo-
ple to send him a worthy challenger and bring this stalemate to an end. No one was ready to defend the 
armies of God against this mighty warrior until the young Shepherd and armor bearer of Bethlehem ar-
rived and entered the valley with nothing but a shepherd’s staff and bag, and a sling. 
We don’t know of the precise position for the Israelite armies but the ridge on the eastern extreme seems 
a likely place, for it would have given Saul and his armies the ability to maneuver quickly to stop the 
Philistines had they decided to take one of two routes up out of this valley into the Hill Country. 
The actual confrontation could have taken place in several locations within this valley, but the Bible 
records that it was near some sort of brook or nahal where David selected his five smooth stones to carry 
into battle. From here David would have been just a few steps away from his epic battle against Goliath. I 
can just imagine as David emerged from the creek bed, that all eyes must have been upon him as he en-
tered into this coliseum of hills into a sort of gladiatorial style setting. Oh, how the Israelites’ hearts must 
have been pounding as they were encamped from behind on that hill on the northern end of the Elah Val-
ley. To his right, the Philistines were encamped all the way down from Socoh, on the mountain, to 
Azekah, and then right in front of David, the mighty giant Goliath. Goliath with his helmet of brass, his 
coat of mail, and in his hand a large spear, and someone holding his large shield. And David coming out 
and hearing Goliath say: “boy, I will feed your flesh to the birds and beasts of the field!” Imagine the great 
faith that David had as he faced this colossal of terror. 
David was up to the test, however, and confidently declared that just as God had delivered him from the 
paw of the bear and the Lion, God would deliver him out of the hand of this Philistine (1 Sam. 17:37). In-
deed, with but one throw of his sling David struck the champion warrior in the forehead causing him to 
crash to the ground on his face in what must have seemed like a tree of Lebanon falling in the forest. 
David then took Goliath’s sword and completed the task—once and for all ridding Israel of this terrifying 
menace. 
With one single blow to the head of Goliath, the Philistines, who had entered this fertile field, retreated in 
fear, and the armies of Israel ensued and sent the Philistines on the run. As they fled the Bible says they 
passed by the Israelite fortress of Shaaraim, and chasing them in battle as far as Gath and Ekron, the ru-
ins of which are all in existence today. 
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Background and Name: 
Remains of a Biblical city, dated to the times of David. Its name means 
"two gates", which were actually found in the excavations. Recent exca-
vations at Khirbet Qeiyafa (also known as the "Elah fortress"), situated on 
a north hill above the valley of Elah,  have found an Iron Age II fortified 
city with two gates, establishing the identity of this site as the Biblical 
Shaaraim.

  

Location: 
The site is located on a high hill (328m) above the valley of Elah. It is built on two platforms - a lower city of 100 
dunams (10 hectares) and an upper city of 30 dunams (3 hectares). There are two gates - on the west side (di-
rected towards the Biblical city of Azekah) and a south gate (directed towards the valley of  Elah and the Bibli-
cal city of Sochoh). It is completely surrounded by a 2-4 m wall built in a casemate form (double walls with a 
4m chamber between them), with a base of long and heavy blocks. Dwelling rooms touched the border of the 
inner wall.


History: 
Hellenistic/Roman/Byzantine Period 
 After the destruction of the Iron age city, other 
findings were found at the site which date to later 
periods. The site was fortified in the Hellenistic 
period (third-second C BC), reusing the earlier 
walls and building blocks.

 At a close proximity to Sha'arayim is another ru-
ins, named Khirbet Aklidia. This site was settled 
during Roman and Byzantine periods.

 

Ottoman period - 

The ruins of Biblical Sha'arayim is marked as 
Khurbet Kiafa, which is located near the height 
marked as 1185 ft. Their report of this place was 
merely: "Heaps of stones".  So these ruins did 
not catch the attention of the explorers until re-
cent years.


Modern Period 
In 1992 Yehuda Dagan first published an estimated plan of Kh. Kiafa (Qeiyafa), and Zvi Greenhut conducted a 
survey in 2001, which caught the attention of the archaeologists.

Extensive excavations of Kh. Qeiyafa started in 2007/2008.  The excavators are headed by Prof. Yosef Gar-
funkel (Hebrew University of Jerusalem) and Mr Saar Ganor (Israeli Antiquities Authority). There are also teams 
and scholars from the Universities of Southern Adventist, Oakland and Virginia Commonwealth. The archaeol-
ogists unearthed a pair of gates, which fit to the name of the city and made its identification almost certain.


Passage Guidepost: Khirbet Qeiyafa / 
Sha’araim

 
Khirbet Qeiyafa
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Biblical History and Significance: 
The city of Sha'arayim ("two gates") was one of the cities of the tribe of Judah (Joshua 15: 20, 35-36): "This is 
the inheritance of the tribe of the children of Judah according to their families.... Socoh, and Azekah, And 
Sharaim,...".

 

It is also mentioned in Chronicles, as part of the list of cities occupied by the tribe of Simeon, who co-shared 
cities with Judah until the reign of David (1 Chronicles 4:31): "The sons of Simeon  ... at Bethbirei, and at 
Shaaraim. These were their cities unto the reign of David".

 

The city also appeared in the Biblical account of the aftermath of the battle between David and Goliath of Gath 
in the Valley of Elah.  According to the Bible, Shaaraim is located near the place of the battle in the valley of Elah 
(1 Samuel 17: 52): "And the men of Israel and of Judah arose, and shouted, and pursued the Philistines, until 
thou come to the valley, and to the gates of Ekron. And the wounded of the Philistines fell down by the way to 
Shaaraim, even unto Gath, and unto Ekron".  

 

Shaaraim was probably the largest Iron age II city in Judea, and was abandoned during the end of the Iron age 
IIa - at about 925BC. The reasons for the destruction was either by war, earthquake or other reasons.


Bible Geography: 
It is strategically located on the northern side of the Elah Valley, on the main highway going east from Philistia 
and the coastal plain to Jerusalem, and from there south to Bethlehem and Hebron. Garfinkel calls Qeiyafa a 
fortified checkpoint on the road to Jerusalem. It was probably intended to defend Judah against the much larger 
Philistine city of Gath. Qeiyafa is less than 6 acres in area. The hostile Philistine city of Gath, just 6.5 miles away 
in the Elah Valley, is about 75 acres. 


Biblical Archeology and Significant Discoveries: 
After 4 seasons of excavations (2007-2010) the excavators dated the city to 1050-925BC (end of Iron Age I, and 
Iron Age IIa). Other remains from later periods (Hellenistic period  and a Byzantine period) were excavated at 
some parts of the site. 

The most prominent find is an ostracon (pottery fragment) bearing five lines with 70 letters in "Proto"-Canaanite 
script.

Based on the findings they determined that the fortified city was a well organized Judean Hebrew city, which 
existed at the times of David and Solomon.  Their claims of 
the Judean identity are based on the cooking habits (lack of 
pig bones, use of baking trays), the structure of the city (res-
idential houses abut the city wall), the existence of the two 
gates, the ceramics and finding of a Semitic inscription, an 
Aniconic cult in a sanctuary found in the site, the location of 
the site and the Biblical references.  The site is indeed a re-
markable Iron age city, but  there are debates among schol-
ars  on its identity. Probably more years of excavations will 
resolve some of these issues.

The circular Iron Age city wall is composed of two parallel 
walls periodically divided into casemates—a so-called 
casemate wall. This fortification wall is more than 2,200 feet 
(700 m) long and 13 feet (4 m) wide. Some of the megalithic 
ashlars in this wall weigh almost 5 tons. Altogether, more 
than 200,000 tons of stone were needed to construct this 
wall. It would take a complex, highly organized society to 
build a wall like this.

In one of the two structures that the archaeologists excavat-
ed next to the city gate, they found on the floor an ostracon, a broken piece of pottery commonly used in an-
cient times as a kind of notepaper. This ostracon is quite large as these things go (about 6 x 6 in) and consists 
of five lines of text divided by black horizontal lines. Each line of the ostracon has about ten letters.

The letters are what scholars call proto-Canaanite, the form of letters in which such ancient Semitic languages 
as Canaanite, Phoenician and Hebrew were written. Garfinkel believes the language of the inscription is Hebrew. 
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If so, it would be the oldest inscription ever discovered. The famous Gezer calendar (c. 900 B.C.E.) and the 
Mesha stela (c. 850 B.C.E.) are later by a century or more, Garfinkel tells us. (And they are not as securely 
dated as the Qeiyafa inscription.) The Qeiyafa inscription is the first Hebrew inscription clearly dated to the 
tenth century. It proves that the Hebrews in the earliest years of the United Monarchy were writing. The 
Qeiyafa inscription “will now serve as the anchor for the entire development of the early alphabetic scripts,” 
according to Garfinkel.

ï	 you shall not do [it], but worship the [Lord].

ï	 Judge the sla[ve] and the wid[ow] / Judge the orph[an]

ï	 [and] the stranger. [Pl]ead for the infant / plead for the po[or and]

ï	 the widow. Rehabilitate [the poor] at the hands of the king.

ï	 Protect the po[or and] the slave / [supp]ort the stranger.


This inscription is similar in its content to biblical scriptures (Isaiah 1:17, Psalms 72:3, Exodus 23:3, and oth-
ers), but it is clear that it is not copied from any biblical text.”


Notes and Reflections:  
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Passage Guidepost: City of David / 
Hezekiah’s Tunnel

Background and Name: 
The 3,000 years old city, established by King David, is located on a low ridge 
above the Gihon spring, southeast of the temple mount. The location of this 
ancient core of Jerusalem, and the earlier Canaanite city of the Jebusites, was 
forgotten after three millenniums of the successive constructions and destruc-
tions. Recent excavations have revealed sections of the palace, fortifications, 
water supply and other interesting remains from the Canaanite and Israelite 
cities. This archaeological park is one of Israel’s most important historical 
landmarks. The City is named for King David because he first conquered it for 
use by the children of Israel. David’s name may be from the root name "Dod" 
or the word Yadid", which means: friend. In the context of a name, this can be 
interpreted as "friend of God". 
The Hebrew meaning of Jerusalem is “complete.”


Location: 
The early inhabitants of Jerusalem were known as the Je-
busites, and they along with other civilizations to follow 
settled here on this hill for two obvious reasons: first, on a 
hillside for protection and fortification; but second, and 
most importantly—water. Located on the eastern side of 
the eastern hill is the Gihon spring a natural water source 
of the Judean Hill Country. This spring, fed by groundwa-
ter that flows intermittently through cracks in the cave 
floor, served as 
the main source 
of drinking wa-
ter for those 
inhabiting this 
hill. 


History: 
 

Bronze Age - Canaanite period (3150-1200 B.C.) 
The ridge of the City of David was first settled during the end of 
the Chalcolithic period, some 5,000 years ago. The caves above 
the Gihon spring, on the eastern hillside, were in use as living 
quarters during that time or later during the Early Bronze age. In 
the 18th Century B.C., a fortified city - named Salem or Shalem - 
was constructed on the ridge above the spring. A reference to 
Salem, probably a wealthy and influential city, was noted in the 
meeting of Abraham with the King of Salem (Genesis 14, 18-20): 
Melchizedek is not only a king, he is a priest of a high God - 
Shalem. Some say this was a Canaanite god of sunset, also called 
Salim or Salem. The center of worship was Jerusalem, probably on 
the high place above the city - the hill of Moriah, the Temple 
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mount. The holiness of the site of Canaanite worship was transformed later to the Holiest site for the Isra- 
elites, a pattern known from other Holy places such as Shiloh. 
The city is also referenced in several Egyptian sources, starting in the 19th Century (12th Dynasty) enemy- 
curse clay tablets (execration texts) as Ushamam or Ushalmam. The city is mentioned as "Urasalim" in the 
Tell el-Amarna letters, a 14th century BC Egyptian archive of clay tablets. 
During that time, 18th Century B.C., the Canaanites built a massive tower above the Gihon spring, since it 
was the main source of water supply in the area. The tower was connected to the fortified city above the 
spring, allowing exclusive access to the water during siege, while channeling the waters to the fields of the 
valley of Kidron during peaceful times. The water complex was one of the advanced engineering projects in 
that time, as the Canaanites cut long tunnels into the rock for supporting the access to the spring, creating a 
large reservoir pool, and channeling the waters outside to the valley. The walls of the city were massive, as 
recently unearthed in the excavations 
of the Gihon spring tower. These for-
tifications made the Canaanite city 
very well protected. 
Israelite period (1200-586 B.C.): 
Joshua headed the army of the Is-
raelites during the conquest of 
Canaan, and defeated the King of 
Shalem (named here as Jerusalem) 
and his coalition of five Canaanite 
kings in ~1250 B.C. (Joshua 10). Al-
though the king of Shalem was de-
feated, the Canaanite city stood 
against the Isra- elites. During the 
following 200 years of the Judges, 
the Israelites could not conquer the 
Canaanite city due to these walls and 
water supply complex. As per the 
Bible (1 Judges 21): "And the chil-
dren of Benjamin did not drive out 
the Jebusites that inhabited 
Jerusalem". 
King David (~1000 B.C.): King David 
finally captured the city at about 1,000 BC. David's soldiers entered into the city of the Jebusites through the 
gutter, probably the tunnel of the Gihon spring (2 Samuel 5 6-9): David rebuilt the Canaanite city on the ridge 
west of the Kidron valley, above the spring. Recent excavations in this area have revealed probable traces of 
the ruins of the royal palace area. The excavations unearthed may interesting findings, such as bullae (clay 
seals) bearing names of officials of the Judean Kingdom, which are named in the Bible. 
First temple period - Judea Kingdom (10th-8th Century B.C.): The Gihon spring is mentioned in the event 
of the anointment of David's son, Solomon, in parallel to the attempt of Adonijah's to replace David. The 
spring is located under the palace, as David commands Zadok the priest and Nathan the prophet to "bring 
him down" to the spring (1 Kings 1:33-34, 39). 
King Solomon enlarged the city of Jerusalem. He built the first temple on top of Mt. Moriah, which is located 
to the north of the city of David. Solomon built the royal palace in the Ophel, between the temple mount and 
the city of David, and connected these two sections within the new walls. The city expanded to the north and 
west. After his times, the united Israelite kingdom split, while Jerusalem became the capital city of the south-
ern kingdom of Judea. 
Assyrians (8th C B.C.): The Assyrian empire conquered Syria and the North of Israel during the reign of the 
Assyrian king Shalmaneser III. The Assyrian king, probably named in the Bible as "Shalman", invaded to 
Syria and the northern part of Israel in the first Assyrian intrusion (841 B.C. ). This conquest continued in a 
second intrusion (738) by the great Assyrian king Tiglath-Pileser III. Pekah son of Remaliah, the king of the 
Northern Israelite kingdom, tried to block the Assyrians. He attempted to create a coalition with the Rezin 
king of Aram-Syria and with the Judean Kingdom. However, King Ahaz (the grandson of Uzziah) refused to 
join them. Pekah then tried to replace Ahaz with the son of Tabeal, and attacked Judah (Isaiah 7 6). This at-
tack en- couraged the Adomites and the Philistines to attack Judah (2 Chronicles 28 18). Ahaz was under 
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pressure from all fronts, and called the Assyrians for help, although prophet Isaiah warned against the move 
(Isaiah 7 4). 
The Assyrians quickly came to the help of Judah: In 734BC was an intrusion to the North of Israel by the As- 
syrian King Tiglath-Pileser III. The Assyrians first captured the coastal cities until Gaza, subduing the Philis- 
tines. At a second intrusion (732) they captured some of the cities of the Northern Israelite Kingdom (as 
per 2 Kings 15: 29): "In the days of Pekah king of Israel came Tiglathpileser king of Assyria, and took ... Gal- 
ilee...and carried them captive to Assyria". 
The Egyptians encouraged the people in the occupied territories of the Assyrians to revolt following the death 
of Tiglath-Pileser III.Hoshea, king of Northern Israel, joined this mutiny, but made a fatal mistake. This time 
the Assyrians crushed the remaining territories of the Northern Kingdom. The intrusions of kings Shal-
maneser Vand Sargon II in 724-712 ended the Northern Kingdom (2 Kings 17: 5-6). Refugees from the North-
ern Kingdom settled in Jerusalem. The South Kingdom of Judah managed to survive this onslaught by team-
ing up with the Assyrians, but not for long. 
King Hezekiah: After the death of the Assyrian king Sargon II (705 B.C.), king Hezekiah, son of Ahaz, mu-
tinied against the Assyrians, joining other cities in the area who attempted to free themselves from the Assyr-
ian conquest. Anticipating the coming Assyrian intrusion, he fortified Jerusalem and the major cities. 
Hezekiah (King 716-687 B.C.) prepared Judea on the eve of the Assyrian intrusion. Among other works, he 
constructed a tunnel from the Gihon spring to the Shiloah (Siloam) pool, in order to prevent the waters of the 
Gihon to be used by the enemy. (2 Chronicles 32 2-4). 
The tunnel project is also summarized in Hezekiah's Biblical "obituary" (2 Kings 20 20): "And the rest of the 
acts of Hezekiah, and all his might, and how he made a pool, and a conduit, and brought water into the city, 
are they not written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Judah?". 
The Assyrian army came in 701, leaded by Sennacherib, son of Sargon II (2 Chronicles 31 1): "After these 
things, and the establishment thereof, Sennacherib king of Assyria came, and entered into Judah, and en-
camped against the fenced cities, and thought to win them for himself". According to an Assyrian clay tablet, 
Sennacherib conquered 46 cities in Judea. However, Jerusalem was spared from destruction and the Assyri-
ans retreated (2 Chronicles 31 21-22) 
Babylonian conquest (604-538 B.C.) 
The Assyrian empire fell in 610 B.C., and was replaced by the Babylonians. During the empire switchover, the 
Judean King Josiah (628 to 609BC) seized the moment and expanded the Kingdom (2 Kings 23). This was 
the greatest times for the Judean Kingdom, which lasted for a short time, since Josiah was killed in a battle 
at Megiddo. The Babylonians, headed by Nebuchadnezzar, conquered the coastal cities in 604 BC (2 Kings 
24 7), and later destroyed Judea and Jerusalem in 587. The temple and Jerusalem were destroyed, and 
some of the population were exiled. 


Persian conquest (538 - 332 B.C.) 
The Persians defeated the Babylonians (539BC), and King Cyrus "the Great" allowed the Judean exiles to 
return back to Israel (Zion) and rebuild their temple in Jerusalem. In 444 B.C., Nehemiah the Governor re- 
built the walls of Jerusalem, including the ruined walls of the city of David. Sections of his walls were exca-
vated on the eastern side of the ridge 
Nehemiah's night tour around the ruined city of David are illustrated on the right, and detailed in these Bibli- 
cal verses (Nehemiah 2 13-15): "And I went out by night by the gate of the valley, even before the dragon 
well, and to the dung port, and viewed the walls of Jerusalem, which were broken down, and the gates 
thereof were consumed with fire. Then I went on to the gate of the fountain, and to the king's pool: but there 
was no place for the beast that was under me to pass. Then went I up in the night by the brook, and viewed 
the wall, and turned back, and entered by the gate of the valley, and so returned." 
From the Hellenistic period to the Ottoman period 
According to the Roman period Historian Josephus Flavius, this area became a fortified compound during 
the Hellenistic period. Antiochus IV, ruler of the Seleucid Empire, constructed a fortress ("Aqra"), following his 
sack of the city in 168 B.C. His deeds, and the fortified compound, played significant roles in the struggle of 
the Jewish freedom-fighters - the Hasmoneans. Although the majority of the city and the temple were liberat-
ed by the Jewish fighters in 164 B.C., as celebrated each year in Hanukah, the compound continued to be 
held by their enemies until Simon Maccabeus besieged and captured the fortress (141). According to Jose-
phus, the location of the Aqra was in the entire area of the lower city ("City of David"), although there are 
scholars who locate the Aqra at different areas of the city. 
Modern Day Wall in Comparison (right)
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Biblical Geography 
The City of David was very narrow; about 85-110 yards. 
The east side has a steep slope of about 60 degrees. 
Though smaller, steeper and more difficult for construc-
tion than the Western Hill, the City of David was chosen 
because of its water source, the Gihon Spring. The 
Kidron Valley borders the city on its east side. 


Biblical Archaeology and Signifi-
cant Discoveries 
 
Stepped Stone Structure: Revealed in the excavations 
of Duncan and Macalister, Kenyon and Shiloh, this is 
one of the largest Iron Age structures in Israel. The 
structure has been revealed to a height of 60 feet (18 
meters), and it is dated to the end of the Jebusite city 
(12th century BC). The structure probably supported a 
royal building, such as the king’s palace. Archaeolo-
gists now believe that they have uncovered part of that 
palace. The stepped stone structure which served as a 
retaining wall and may have been part of the Canaanite 
city wall (13th or 12th Century B.C.), and was later cap-
tured by David (about 1,000 B.C.). The quarter was de-
stroyed by the Babylonians (586 B.C.), which ended the 
first temple period. 
House of Ahiel: This is a typical Israelite four-room 
house. The outside stairway presumably led to the flat 
roof. The outside of Ahiel’s house (east) was poorly pre-
served, but the western side on the hill was well preserved. Inside the house were found cosmetics and 
housewares all from the ruins of 586 BC. The "four-room house" design was a compact house with thick 
external walls and a single entrance, designed for protection. It supported a roof, or even a second level 
where additional residential rooms were located. This was a dwelling place for the family, kitchen, store-
rooms and also a place for the cattle (ox and mules). The standard type was a rectangular design covering a 
total area of 150-200 square meters. The design was based on a long house with four main spaces - a 
broad room in the back and three long spaces extending forward from it. The rooms were divided by stone 
pillars and walls. The central room was a court-yard, which was normally open to let in light since there were 
no windows in the house. 
Burnt room: Another house stood on the north side of Ahiel's 
house. Inside this house was a room that was burnt during the 
Babylonian destruction (586 B.C.). In the rubble the archaeologists 
found arrowheads and burnt furniture. 
Biblical Bullae (right): East of the "house of Ahiel", under the mod-
ern pathway, was an archive house. Inside, a group of 51 bullas 
(bullae) were uncovered inside its ruins. The fire set by the Babylo-
nians consumed the scrolls, but hardened the bullas - imprinted 
pieces of clay which used to seal the documents. Some of them are 
Biblical figures, such as Gemariah son of Shaphan the scribe - a 
high ranking officer in the court of King Jehoiakim (Jeremiah 36: 
9-12). One of the amazing Biblical discoveries were two Bullae (clay 
seals) dated to the beginning of the 6th C BC, bearing the name 
"Gedaliah ben Pashur" and "Yehuchal ben Shelemayahu". Both of-
ficials are named in the Bible in conjunction was the prophet's 
doomsday prophecy (Jeremiah 38:1): "Then ... Gedaliah the son of 
Pashur, and Jucal the son of Shelemiah... heard the words that Je-
remiah had spoken unto all the people...". This is the first time two 
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bullas bearing the names of a single Bible verse have been discovered in one place. 
Lower Wall: Recent excavations by Reich and Shukrun revealed a lower city wall from the late Iron Age 
(time of Hezekiah?) which ran along the eastern slope of the City of David near the bottom of the Kidron 
Valley. 
Toilet: Four toilets have been found in the City of David – two in Shiloh’s excavations and two earlier. One 
found by the Parker Expedition was saluted as the throne of Solomon. Father Vincent said, “I fear its actual 
destination was at once more private and naturally necessary....” Another was found by Kenyon only a few 
yards from Area G. 
Second temple period: After the return of the exiles (Ezra and Nehemiah), the ruined houses remained 
outside of the new city wall. A section of the wall of Nehemiah, built in the middle of the 5th Century B.C., 
stands right behind the stepped stone structure wall. Remains of a tower from Nehemiah's wall was locat-
ed to the north of the stepped stone structure, but was dismantled during the excavations. Another tower 
can be seen on the south side. 
The Gihon Spring: The only spring in Jerusalem, the Gihon is a siphonic, karstic spring, and its name 
means “gushing”; it surges and the sound can be easily heard. It is estimated that the Gihon could have 
supported a population of about 2,500. The cave is a natural one, but it has been widened. Solomon was 
anointed at the Gihon Spring while his brother, Adonijah, was attempting to take the throne through a sur-
reptitious coronation at En Rogel (1 Kgs 1). The area around the Gihon spring went during the history of the 
past 38 centuries through a series of fortifications, construction of installations and access passageways 
and tunnel diversions. The complex includes a series of tunnels and channels, marked by the archaeolo-
gists by letters I through VIII, walls , vaults, staircases, shafts and more. These are located in different lev-
els, constructed in different periods, which further complicates the understanding of the water complex. To 
assist in understanding this complicated underground system, the following illustration shows the major 
points of interest. The entry to the Gihon spring was from inside the city walls, by a secret tunnel, which led 
to a pair of caves near the spring. The Canaanites (18th-10th C B.C.) protected the spring by a tower, ac-

cessed from the caves through a fortified 
corridor. At the bottom of the tower was a 
large underground built pool, which was 
filled by spring water via Tunnel III. The 
Canaanites also watered their fields and 
the King's garden in the valley of Kidron, 
by an underground channel II. The Is-
raelites (10th - 6th C B.C.) cut new tunnels 
(IV, VI, VIII), diverting the waters into the 
area within the city walls, then south to the 
Shiloah pool.

The Tunnel (right):: A 1750-foot (530m) 
tunnel carved during the reign of Hezekiah 
to bring water from one side of the city to 
the other, Hezekiah’s Tunnel together with 
the 6th c. tunnel of Euphalios in Greece 
are considered the greatest works of water 
engineering technology in the pre-Classi-
cal period. Had it followed a straight line, 
the length would have been 1070 ft (335m) 
or 40% shorter. The tunnel was cut into 
the rock, leading the water along the east-
ern hill to the Shiloah pool, which was lo-

cated inside the fortified City of David. This tunnel is still a functioning canal, feeding the Shi- loah/Siloam 
pool of the Byzantine period. The tunnel is rectangular, with a width of 60cm, a height of 1.85m, and 2/3 of 
its height is plastered. The height difference between the source and the destination is 30 cm (0.06%). (See 
Kings 20:20 and 2 Chronicles 32:30). 
The Meeting Point: Why is the tunnel S-shaped? R. A. S. Macalister said the tunnel was a “pathetically 
helpless piece of engineering.” Henry Sulley in 1929 first suggested that Hezekiah’s tunnel followed a nat-
ural crack in the rock. Dan Gill argues that the two crews of diggers followed a natural karstic dissolution 
channel. 
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Siloam Inscription: A passage of inscribed text found in the Hezekiah’s tunnel which brings water from 
the Gihon Spring to the Pool of Siloam. The inscription records the construction of the tunnel, which has 
been dated to the 8th century BCE on the basis of the writing style. It is the only known ancient inscription 
from the wider region which commemorates a public construction work, despite such inscriptions being 
commonplace in Egyptian and Mesopotamian archaeology. It is among the oldest extant records of its 
kind written in Hebrew using the Paleo-Hebrew alphabet, a regional variant of the Phoenician alphabet. 
The text reads as follows: 
“[...when] (the tunnel) was driven through. And this was the way in which it was cut through: While [...] 
(were) still [...] axe(s), each man 
toward his fellow, and while 
there were still three cubits to 
be cut through, [there was 
heard] the voice of a man call-
ing to his fellows, for there was 
an overlap in the rock on the 
right [and on the left]. And 
when the tunnel was driven 
through, the quarrymen hewed 
(the rock), each man toward 
his fellow, axe against axe; and 
the water flowed from the 
spring toward the reservoir for 
1200 cubits, and the height of 
the rock above the head(s) of 
the quarrymen was 100 
cubits.” 
Pool of Siloam 
Archaeologists working in the 
City of David have uncovered 
the edge of what they believe 
is the Pool of Siloam from the 
time of Jesus (cf. John 9). The 
excavations are on the west side of the City of David. In the summer of 2004, work along a drain- age pipe 
revealed some large stone steps. Archaeologists Eli Shukrun and Ronny Reich quickly revealed a series of 
steps leading down into the adjacent garden. In this photo you can see the grates of the drainage channel 
which will prove to be an obstacle for future excavation. 


Notes and Reflections:
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Background and Name: 
 
Herod the Great built this monumental fortress and palace on the high-
est hill near the Judean desert, 9.3 miles south of Jerusalem. Herod was 
buried in the site which bore his name. The site was later a rebel 
stronghold and hiding place during the great revolts against the Ro-
mans. The Herodium allows us to have a glimpse into the political, reli-
gious, and social structure of Israel during the first century. Herod’s name 
may have been derived from Greek "Heros. The suffix “great” 
is added in order to differentiate him from his sons, which were 
also named Herod. The Herodium is the name of the site as 
identi- fied by Josephus Flavius. Herodis is Greek name for the 
site. The Arabic name for the site ( "Mt Paradise"), is proba- 
bly derived from "Herodis.” "Mount of the Franks" - a common 
name by Christians is named after the Frank Crusaders that 
fled to it after the fall of Jerusalem at the end of the 12th C. 


Location:  
The Herodium is Located on a truncated cone-shaped hill 
within the hill country of Judah and near the edge 
of the Judean desert. It is 9.3 miles south of Jerusalem and 3.1 
mi southeast of Bethlehem. Today it is located within the West 
Bank. 

Roman period 
Herod the Great, King of Judah (37Bc to 4BC) during the Roman period, was one of the greatest builders in 
the history of the Bible Lands. Herodion was one of his monumental construction programs, built in the years 
23-20BC in a large complex (1.2 Acres, 12.3 Acres; respectively) that included a fortress on the upper city 
and a palace and gardens in the lower city. The site was selected due to its high altitude, its location near the 

desert road, and to commemorate Herod's victory near 
the site (in 40BC). 
The fortress was initially built as a 7-story 114 foot 
high structure with walls that stood high above the 
natural hill. Later the external walls, facing the hill-
sides, were hidden behind a land fill that covered the 
walls from all sides. The earth was dug out from a 
nearby hill on the north side. 
The lower 2 floors are underground and supported by 
arches, while the upper floors were covered by wood-
en ceilings. Inside the fortress was Herod's private 
castle, with courtyards, rooms and bath houses. The 
fortress was connected to the lower city by a straight 
stairway which ascended on its north-east side. In the 

Passage Guidepost: Herodium/
Herodian
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lower city were palace and office structures, a 
large Roman garden, and lake. The water to the 
lower city was supplied to the lake by an aqueduct 
from the area of Bethlehem. The water for the up-
per city was supplied by cisterns built on the 
north-east side, and fed from rainfall. Herod was 
buried in this site in a royal procession, as de-
scribed by the historian Josephus Flavius. 
Revolts against the Romans 
During the Great revolt, the Zealots captured the 
fortress in 66AD. They converted a public structure 
to a synagogue and added two Mikveh, one near 
the structure and the other near the eastern tower. 
They also built make shift structures which were 
dismantled during the excavations. After four years 
under siege, the rebels finally surrendered without 
bloodshed to the Roman army. During the Bar-
Kochva revolt (Bar Kokhba 132- 135AD) the fortress 
was captured again by the freedom fighters. As part of their defense measures, they dug secret tunnels 
around the cisterns, and hid there. This underground network of escape tunnels is one of the highlights of 
the excavations. 
Byzantine period 
The site was deserted until the 5th C, when a large community of monks resided in the site and construct-
ed 4 churches in the area. After the Arab conquest (7th C) the site was in ruins, and the area was populat-
ed by Bedouins in recent 50 years. 
Modern times 
Archaeological surveys studied the site in the 18th and 19th C. An early excavation (1962-1966) was held 
by the Franciscans, headed by Vigelio Corbo, who unearthed the upper city. 
The next series of excavations was conducted by Professor Ehud Netzer (Univ. Jerusalem) headed the ar- 
chaeological excavations for 38 years beginning in 1972, initially focusing on the lower city. In 1988 he re- 
vealed a massive network of tunnels and cisterns on the north-eastern hill side, which were constructed by 
Herod and added later by the rebels. In 2007 Netzer's announcement of the discovery of the royal tomb of 
Herod, in a monumental building on the north-eastern foothills of Herodion, made large worldwide head-
lines. Although parts of the tomb were indeed discovered in the monumental building, he continued to look 
for the other parts of the royal tomb and to find more conclusive evidence of the final resting place of the 
great King, and the actual location of the burial chamber. Ehud Netzer died tragically in Oct 2010 on the 
site of the excavation, while preparing an exhibition of the findings. The exhibition finally opened in 2013, 
displaying the reconstructed burial chamber, palace halls, as well as portraying the history of the great 
builder king. Herodion is today a national park.


Who Was “Herod the Great”? 
Herod (73-4 B.C.) was the second son of Antipater the Idumaean, a high-ranking official un- 

der ethnarch Hyrcanus II, and Cypros, a Nabatean. Herod's father was by descent an Edomite whose an-
cestors had converted to Judaism. Herod was raised as a Jew. A loyal supporter of Hyrcanus II, Antipater 
appointed his son governor of Galilee in 47 BCE, when Herod was either about 25 or 28 years old. His el-
der brother, Phasael, was appointed governor of Jerusalem. Herod enjoyed the backing of Rome, but his 
brutality was condemned by the Sanhedrin. 

In 41 BCE, Herod and his brother Phasael were named as tetrarchs by the Roman leader Mark Antony. 
They were placed in this role to support Hyrcanus II. Later, Antigonus, Hyrcanus' nephew, took the throne 
from his uncle with the help of the Parthians. Herod fled to Rome to plead with the Romans to restore Hyr-
canus II to power. The Romans had a special interest in Judea because their general Pompey the Great 
had conquered Jerusalem in 63 BCE, thus placing the region in the Roman sphere of influence. In Rome, 
Herod was unexpectedly appointed King of the Jews by the Roman Senate. Josephus puts this in the year 
of the consulship of Calvinus and Pollio (40 BCE), but Appian places it in 39 BCE. Herod went back to 
Judea to win his kingdom from Antigonus. Toward the end of the campaign against Antigonus, Herod mar-
ried the granddaughter of Hyrcanus II, Mariamne (known as Mariamne I), who was also a niece of 
Antigonus. Herod did this in an attempt to secure his claim to the throne and gain some Jewish favor. 
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However, Herod already had a wife, Doris, and a young 
son, Antipater, and chose therefore to banish Doris and 
her child. After three years of conflict, Herod and the 
Romans finally captured Jerusalem and Herod sent 
Antigonus for execution to Marc Antony. Herod took 
the role as sole ruler of Judea and the title of basileus 
(Βασιλεύς, "king") for himself, ushering in the Herodian 
Dynasty and ending the Hasmonean Dynasty. Jose-
phus reports this as being in the year of the consulship 
of Agrippa and Gallus (37 BCE), but also says that it 
was exactly 27 years after Jerusalem fell to Pompey, 
which would indicate 36 BCE. Cassius Dio also reports 
that in 37 BCE "the Romans accomplished nothing 
worthy of note" in the area. According to Josephus, 
Herod ruled for 37 years, 34 of them after capturing 
Jerusalem. Although it is argued that Herod tried to respect the pious feeling of his subjects, many of 
them were not content with his rule, which ended in terror. He was ultimately succeeded by his sons.”


The Bible and Herodian Dynasty 
Matthew 2:1-12 
Matthew 2:1-2  
Acts 12:19-24 
John 4:2-9 
Luke 23:4-12 
1 Timothy 4:12 
John 3:16-17 
Luke 9:7

Notes and Reflections 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Passage Guidepost: Jerusalem - First Century Model

Introduction 
1. The model represents the city 
in 66 A.D., prior to its destruc-
tion. This was in essence, 
“Jerusalem at its peak”, before 
the Jewish Revolt began.  
2. The model is the largest of its 
kind. Work on it began in the ear-
ly 1960s, and it was used as a 
means of study when there was 
no access to the Old City of 
Jerusalem, which was controlled 
by Jordan until 1967. Mr. Hans 
Kroch bought this entire hill 
where his son was killed, and 
built the hotel and model here.  
3. Michael Avi-Yonah, a leading 
expert of Second Temple period 
Jerusalem, designed the general 
plan. His wife, an artist, supplied the details.  
4. The model is built exactly to scale, and has the same drainage problems as the city of Jerusalem.  
5. The primary sources for the model are the writings of Josephus and archaeological excavations. Oth-  
er sources include the Talmud and the New Testament. 

The scale of the model is 1:50. A human would be represented about 1 2/5 inches high. 


Highlights
The Third Wall: 
1. The Third Wall was built by Agrippa I in 41-44 A.D. According to Josephus it was not completed for 

one of three reasons: (a) Agrippa died. (b) The emperor ordered that the building be stopped. (c) 
Agrippa was afraid that the emperor would order construction be stopped, so he ceased work. 


2.   The Third Wall was not completed until the First Revolt, when the rebels rebuilt it. 
3.   For more than a hundred years, scholars have debated the location of the “Third Wall.” The “minimal-
ist” position, held by Vincent and Kenyon (among others), places the line of the Third Wall along the line of 
the northern wall of the Old City today. The “maximalist” position, held by the majority of schol- ars today, 
places the Third Wall along the “horizon line,” about 500 meters (1,600 ft.) north of the Old City. The mod-
el places the Third Wall according to the “maximalist” position. 


The Tower of Psephinus: The Tower of Psephinus was located at the northwestern corner of the Third 
Wall of the city. According to Josephus, this tower was 8-sided and 70 cubits (over 100 ft.) tall. Nothing of 
this tower has been found archaeologically; its design is based on an ancient tower in Athens that still ex-
ists today. Josephus said that from the top of this tower it was possible to see the Arabian mountains and 
the Mediterranean Sea. 
The Western Wall of the Temple Mount: The Western Wall of the Temple Mount is 488 meters (1,560 ft.) 
long. It is one of the retaining walls of the temple complex built by Herod the Great beginning in 20 B.C. 
Pilasters (engaged columns) decorated the top portion of the retaining walls. Most of this was destroyed 
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in the Roman conquest in 70 A.D. There are two places along the Temple Mount, not accessible to 
tourists today, where pilasters have been preserved. The Machpelah in Hebron was likely built by Herod 
and it preserves pilasters to their full height. 
The Second Wall: The Second Wall had only 14 towers according to Josephus. This indicates that it 
was a short wall. Josephus described this wall very briefly: “The Second Wall started at the Gennath, a 
gate in the first wall. It enclosed the northern quarter only and went up as far as Antonia.” The Second 
Wall was located somewhere inside the 
densely populated Old City today, and ar-
chaeologists have not found evidence of its 
location. Every scholar has a different sugges-
tion for the location of the Second Wall. The 
wall was likely constructed by Herod the 
Great. 
Defensive Towers of Herod’s Palace: The 
Western Hill in the Second Temple Period was 
the location of Herod’s palace and of the 
houses of the wealthy. This area was known 
as the Upper City. Herod built three large de-
fensive towers at the northern end of this 
palace. The towers were named after impor-
tant people in Herod’s life: Hippicus (a friend), 
Phasael (his brother), and Miriamne (his wife). 
According to Josephus (War 7:1-2), the Ro-
man general Titus destroyed the entire city 
but decided to save Herod’s three towers and 
a section of the western city wall because: a. 
He wanted to show Jerusalem’s former 
strength.and b. He had soldiers stationed 
there using it as living quarters. After destroy-
ing Jerusalem, the Tenth Roman Legion was 
stationed here for 200 years. The three towers 
appear in the Medeba Map (6th century) and 
in Crusader materials (12th century), so two of 
the towers were apparently destroyed in the 
Mameluk period. One of Herod’s towers re-
mains standing today. It has a solid base; the 
top part was re-built by Mameluks in the 15th 
century. 
It is sometimes called the “Tower of David,” 
but it was built by Herod and is unrelated to David. Scholars disagree over the identification of this tow-
er; some believe that it was the Phasael tower and others believe it is the Hippicus tower. The traditional 
area of Jesus’ crucifixion and burial is the Church of the Holy Sepulcher. Excavations have determined 
that this was an area of quarrying in the 1st century A.D. Areas of quarrying were often used for tombs 
after the quarrying was completed. 
The Upper City: The Upper City was the location of a wealthy residential quarter in the 1st century A.D. 
It was located on the summit of the Western Hill. When first constructed, Avi-Yonah was criticized for 
making the houses too large and luxurious. Since that time, excavations in the Jewish Quarter of the Old 
City have revealed that the model is too modest. Many priests likely lived in the Upper City. 
Herod’s Palace: Excavations beneath the Citadel today have found remains of Herod’s platform which 
supported the palace. This palace is reconstructed on the basis of limited finds in Jerusalem and ac-
cording to the excavations of Herod’s palace at Jericho. The dimensions of the palace were from the 
area of today’s Jaffa gate to the southwest corner of the present-day, Old City walls. The size is estimat-
ed to be 1,050 x 415 feet (330 x 130 m). The palace was built on an elevated platform, archaeological 
evidence of which has been found. The platform was made of a series of retaining walls 13-16 feet (4-5 
m) above ground level. Amiran- Eitan’s excavations revealed some parts of the superstructure which in-
cluded sections of painted plaster. The construction of the podium covered over some remains of Has-
monean buildings. A.D. Tushingham suggested that the podium collapsed after Herod’s reign and was 
repaired by Agrippa I (Geva et al. 1993: 736). 
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Herod’s Palace: The palace had two main wings, each with its own banquet halls, baths, and accom-
modations for hundreds of guests. It was surrounded by groves of trees, canals, and ponds, and 
studded with bronze fountains. The two wings were named after Agrippa and Caesar. In the middle of 
the palace were gardens with porticoes. There is debate about whether there were pools and statues 
in the garden. Though not known archaeologically, the model designers constructed an agora (forum) 
next to the palace. It is likely that such a commercial plaza existed. Locating it adjacent to Herod’s 
palace accounts for how a large crowd could have gathered next to Herod’s palace without entering it 
(and thus, being defiled before the Passover).

Hasmonean Palace: Josephus mentions a Hasmonean palace in the city. This was located in the Up- 
per City opposite the Temple Mount. Attempts to locate the Hasmonean palace archaeologically have 
not been successful. Some try to identify some of N. Agad’s excavations in the Jewish Quarter with 
this palace, but few agree with this identification. 
King David’s Tomb: David was buried in Jerusalem according to 1 Kings 2:10. His tomb still existed in 
the city in the 1st century A.D., as noted in Acts 2:26, Josephus, Diocassius, and the Talmud. The orig-
inal location of the tomb is not known today. Late tradition places it on the summit of the Western Hill 
(modern Mt. Zion), but this is not the “City of David” and thus it is an inaccurate tradition. The model 
de- signers placed the tomb here for lack of a better alternative. 
The City of David: No significant remains have been found from the time of Herod in the City of David 
(southern half of the Eastern Hill). This is largely because Emperor Hadrian had the city wiped clean of 
any traces of the Jews following the Second Jewish Revolt (135 A.D.). The Pool of Siloam is located 
on the western side of the City of David in the Central (Tyropoean) Valley. Jesus sent a blind man here 
to be healed (John 9). 
The City of David: Josephus speaks of large palace structures on the Eastern Hill built by Queen He-
lene of Adiabene. These complexes are built in a foreign style (Parthian); they are meant to represent 
brick buildings. The people of Mesopotamia built brick houses/palaces which were completely differ-
ent from all other buildings. The southernmost building is the synagogue of the Freedman. This 
building has not been found, but Raymond Weill found an inscription referring to a synagogue built by 
“Theodotos, son of Vetenos.” 
The Hippodrome Josephus wrote that Jerusalem had a hippodrome. Hippodromes were built for 
pub- lic horse races. Avi-Yonah had originally built the hippodrome larger on the model, to fit the re-
quired length of hippodromes. Later on he felt that it was too large and reduced its size. Excavations 
of this area of Jerusalem indicate that the hippodrome was certainly not located at this place. Some 
doubt whether a hippodrome existed in Jerusalem. 
Robinson’s Arch: The staircase over Robinson’s Arch provided direct entrance to the Royal Stoa. 
“Robinson’s Arch” was named after the American explorer, Edward Robinson, who discovered it in 
1838. Originally this arch was believed by scholars to be the first in a series of arches that formed a 
bridge that spanned the Central Valley and crossed to the Upper City (Western Hill). Today scholars 
are agreed that there was only a single arch and it supported a staircase leading down into the valley. 
The Southern Side of the Temple Mount: The primary entrances to Herod’s Temple Mount were on 
the southern side. Two staircases leading to the Temple Mount have been found, with corresponding 
gates. The Talmud records stories of sages stopping here on the staircases and teaching. It is possible 
that Jesus taught his disciples on these steps. Archaeologists found a large concentration of Jewish 
ritual baths (mikvot) in this area. Because it was required that a person be ritually pure before entering 
the Temple Mount, these baths were built in close proximity to the entrances for the convenience of 
the worshippers. 
The Hulda Gates: The southern gates of the Temple Mount are known as the Hulda Gates for one of 
two reasons: a. The prophetess Hulda (2 Kings 22) had a monument here, and b.The word “Hulda” 
means “mole” and this characterized these underground passageways to the Temple Mount. Today 
the western gate is preserved as a “Double Gate” and the eastern one is preserved as a “Triple Gate.” 
Some scholars believe that both were originally double gates (as is depicted on the model). For traffic 
control, entrance to the Temple Mount was by the eastern gate and exit was by the western gate. The 
exception to this rule was those who were in mourning over the passing of an immediate family mem-
ber. They would go the opposite direction, thus to be comforted by those who knew them. 
The Courts of the Temple: The Court of the Gentiles was separated from the Court of the Women by 
a balustrade 3 cubits (4.6 ft.; 1.4 m) high known as the “Soreg.” Warnings to Gentiles against entry 
lined the outside of this fence. One complete inscription and another partial one have been found. The 
complete inscription is in the Istanbul Museum; the fragmentary one is in the Israel Museum. One of 
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most elaborate gates leading from the outer court to the inner court of Temple is Nicanor’s Gate. Some 
believe that Nicanor’s Gate is the same as the “Beautiful Gate” mentioned in Acts 3:2. 
The Antonia Fortress: The Antonia Fortress was built by Herod and named in honor of Mark Anthony. 
The purpose of this fortress was to protect the Temple Mount and to watch over the activities on the 
Temple Mount. The Temple was a center of nationalistic feelings and many incidents occurred here. 
For this reason, many soldiers were stationed right next to the Temple. The Antonia Fortress was huge; 
Josephus calls it a virtual town within itself. Tradition locates Pilate’s residence at the Antonia Fortress, 
but today most scholars believe that he stayed at Herod’s Palace. After Herod’s rule, there was direct 
Roman rule over Judea. Rome was always careful to keep additional soldiers here during the feasts. In 
Acts 21-22, Paul was taken to the Antonia at the Passover feast. The Apostle Paul was accused of tak-
ing Gentiles beyond the Court of the Gentiles. He was attacked on the Temple Mount but spared seri-
ous harm when Roman soldiers arrested him. The “barracks” where Paul was likely brought were 
probably in the Antonia Fortress. 
The Royal Stoa: The Temple Mount plaza was surrounded by covered colonnades on all sides. The 
largest one was on the south side and was known as the “Royal Stoa.” This area was used for mone-
tary transactions and judicial activity. The Royal Stoa was built with four rows of monolithic columns 
crowned by Corinthian capitals. The columns were 27 feet high and 4.6 feet in diameter. “Several col-
umn and capital fragments have been found, along with pieces of upper sections of decoration, some 
painted gold” (McRay 1991: 110). “The Sanhedrin may have moved to the Royal Porch about the time 
of the death of Christ; according to the Babylonian Talmud it was ‘forty years before the destruction of 
the Temple’ that the Sanhedrin moved from its former meeting place at the Chamber of Hewn Stone, 
which the Mishnah states was ‘in the Temple Court’” (McRay 1991: 110). The model of the Royal Stoa 
is based upon the Stoa of Attalos in Athens, which was recently reconstructed. 
Josephus’ Description of the Royal Stoa: “But the fourth front of the temple, which was southward, 
had indeed itself gates in its middle, as also it had the royal cloisters, with three walks, which reached 
in length from the east valley unto that on the west, for it was impossible it should reach any farther: 
and this cloister deserves to be mentioned better than any other under the sun; for while the valley was 
very deep, and its bottom could not be seen, if you looked from above into the depth, this further vast-
ly high elevation of the cloister stood upon that height, insomuch that if any one looked down from the 
top of the battlements, or down both those altitudes, he would be giddy, while his sight could not 
reach to such an immense depth. This cloister had pillars that stood in four rows one over against the 
other all along, for the fourth row was interwoven into the wall, which [also was built of stone]; and the 
thickness of each pillar was such, that three men might, with their arms extended, fathom it round, and 
join their hands again, while its length was twenty- seven feet, with a double spiral at its basis; and the 
number of all the pillars [in that court] was a hundred and sixty-two. Their chapters were made with 
sculptures after the Corinthian order, and caused an amazement [to the spectators], by reason of the 
grandeur of the whole. These four rows of pillars included three intervals for walking in the middle of 
this cloister; two of which walks were made parallel to each other, and were contrived after the same 

manner; the breadth of each of them was 
thirty feet, the length was a furlong, and 
the height fifty feet; but the breadth of 
the middle part of the cloister was one 
and a half of the other, and the height 
was double, for it was much higher than 
those on each side; but the roofs were 
adorned with deep sculptures in wood, 
representing many sorts of figures. The 
middle was much higher than the rest, 
and the wall of the front was adorned 
with beams, resting upon pillars, that 
were interwoven into it, and that front 
was all of polished stone, insomuch that 
its fineness, to such as had not seen it, 
was incredible, and to such as had seen 
it, was greatly amazing. Thus was the 
first enclosure” (Ant. XV.xi.5). 
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Passage Guidepost: Jerusalem

Background and Name: 
The city of Jerusalem is perhaps the most important and valuable city of 
both ancient and modern times. It is valuable to Muslims, Jews, and Chris-
tians. It is in Jerusalem, on Mount Moriah, that Abraham offered up his son 
Isaac upon the altar. It was in Jerusalem that God’s holy Temple resided. It 
was in Jerusalem that our Lord and Savior was crucified. It is in Jerusalem 
that the Dome of the Rock is enshrined within a Muslim mosque; the third 
most important cultic site of the Muslim world where it is believed that their 
prophet, Mohammed, left from Mount Moriah on a night’s journey to


heaven. 
The name 
“Jerusalem” 
means “city or 
foundation of peace.” “The abbreviated form of the 
name (Salem) appears three times in scripture (Gen. 
14:18; Psa. 76:2; Heb. 7:1) (Laney 171). The city can 
indeed be thought of as a place of peace when we 
remember that sacrifices were made in Jerusalem to 
bring about peace between God and Israel. More 
importantly, we think of Jerusalem in regard to peace 
when we think of the Lord’s death, as He offered 
Himself as a sacrifice to appease the wrath of God 
and thereby made peace be- tween God and the 
sinner.


Location: 
When studying the Bible lands you'll note 
that there are some several geographic 
zones, some of which include the coastal 
plain, the hill country the Jordan Valley 
the Transjordan mountains and the East-
ern desert. Jerusalem is in the hill coun-
try, located 35 miles east of the seacoast 
and some 20 miles due west of the 
northern tip of the Dead Sea. 
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History: 
Jerusalem's long history is summarized in several highlights along the timeline: 

	 ~18 C BC 	 	 Referenced in Egypt as "Rushalimum" 

	 Mid Bronze II	 	 Referred in the bible as Cananaite "Shalem" (Genesis 14: 18) 

	 ~14th C BC	 	 Mentioned as "Urasalim" in the Amarna letters, a 14th century BC Egyptian ar
	 	 	 	 chive of clay tablets

	 ~1250 BC	 	 Adonei Zadek, King of Shalem, is defeated by Israelite's Joshua (Joshua 10) 
 	 1000 BC 	 	 King David conquers the city from the Jebusites; establishes his capital

	 950 BC 	 	 King Solomon builds the 1st Temple	

	 701 BC 	 	 King Hezekiah refortifies the city and repels the Assyrians

	 586 BC 	 	 1st Temple is ruined by Nebuchadnezzer; Israel is exiled 
	 536 BC 	 	 Exiles return to Jerusalem, reconstruct the ruined city and walls

	 516 BC 	 	 2nd Temple is built 
	 332 BC 	 	 Alexander the Great conquers the city; starts Hellenism influence 

	 165 BC	 	 Hasmoniam Liberate city from Antiochus IV; Jerusalem is Israel's capital again 
	 63 BC	 	 	 Pompey takes the city; Roman rules starts (until 614AD) 
	 37-4BC 	 	 Herod takes the city; massive rebuilding of city and the temple

	 4BC-66AD 	 	 Roman procurators rule the city (with Herod's descendant kings)

	 ~33AD 	 	 Jesus is tried and crucified by Pontius Pilate (5th Roman procurator of Judea)

	 66-70AD 	 	 Jewish rebels take the city

	 70AD 	 	 	 Jerusalem and its temple ruined by Titus

	 132 AD 	 	 Jewish Rebels retake the city

	 136 AD 	 	 City is razed; Hadrian establishes Aelia Capitolina

	 335 AD 	 	 Constantine and his Mother Helena convert the city to Christianity 
	 	 	 	 Church of the Holy Sepulcher is erected

	 614AD 	 	 Persians take the city for a brief time 

	 638AD 	 	 Arabs conquer the city; later build Dome of the Rock mosque (691) and Al-
	 	 	 	 Aksa mosque (705)

	 1099AD 	 	 Crusaders take the city; hold it until 1187

	 1187AD 	 	 Saladin recaptures the city

	 1267AD 	 	 Mamelukes take the city; hold it until 1517AD

	 1517AD 	 	 Turks take the city; later (1538) Suleiman "the Magnificent" builds the current 
	 	 	 	 walls

	 1832AD 	 	 General Ibrahim Pasha, General of Egypt, conquers the city (until 1841)

	 1867AD 	 	 Charles Warren starts the archaeological digs

	 1917AD 	 	 British rule until 1948 

	 1948-9AD 	 	 Israel's Independence war; Jordan occupies old city; Jerusalem made Israel's 
	 	 	 	 capital

	 1967AD 	 	 East Jerusalem is reunited with West Jerusalem after 6 day war

 

Biblical History and Significance  
THE HISTORY OF JERUSALEM 
I. Ancient History (until around 1000 B.C.) Excavations have revealed that early settlements were in exis-
tence from since the time of Abraham and before. Ancient pottery was discovered on the spur of Ophel 
(Eastern Hill) from before the time of Abraham. 
The earliest evidence of a densely populated occupation of the Eastern Hill is from the 18th Century B.C. 
The remains of a fortified city have been discovered on its eastern slopes. This city possessed a large gate, 
walls, and a tower near the Gihon spring. This gate may have been a part of the Fountain Gate, one of the 
most important gates in the city (Neh. 2:14-15). This gate together with its tower remained intact until the 
destruction of Jerusalem by the Babylonians in the 6th century B.C. 

Abraham was blessed by the King of Salem (most agree this is in reference to Jerusalem) in Genesis 14:18 
(cf. Hebrews 7:1-2). During the 15th and 14th Centuries this area was inhabited by a strong Canaanite city 
state whose King, Adonizedec, is mentioned in Joshua 10:1f. His alliance with surrounding cities was over- 
thrown by Joshua and defeated in the valley of Ajalon. 




�132

The weakened situation of the Canaanite city gave rise to a group belonging to the Hittites to inhabit and 
develop the city. They become known as the Jebusites and their link to the Hittite nation is mentioned in 
Ezekiel 16:3. The Jebusites held the city for approximately 200 years.


II. The First Temple Period (1000 B.C. – 596 B.C.) 
King David conquered the city in the 10th Century B.C. (See 2 Samuel 5:6-9; 1 Chron. 11:4-7; Notice the 
term “gutter” which may refer to an existing vertical shaft leading from the Gihon Spring to underground 
platform within the ancient city wall). At this point the city becomes known as the city of David. 
A terraced structure from the thirteenth century located on the eastern slope was used by David as the base 
for his kingly palace (2 Sam. 5:9-11). A gate known as the valley gate has been discovered on the western 
side of the eastern hill. Solomon expanded the city to take in the temple mount area and constructed the 
tem- ple (2 Chron. 3:1) 
The third phase of Jerusalem’s urban development began during King Uzziahs’s reign in the 8th century. He 
reinforced the walls and built towers or citadels (2 Chron. 26:9). His son Jotham also continued to fortify the 
city (2 Chron. 27:3). Fortification was continued further by Hezekiah (727-689 B.C.). Walls were built and for- 
tified (2 Chron. 32:5; Is. 22:10) and a tunnel was built from the Gihon Spring to bring water inside the city to 
form what would come to be called the pool of Siloam (2 Kings 20:20). Jerusalem was finally conquered and 
the temple destroyed in 587 B.C. by the Babylonians 


III. The Second Temple Period (538 B.C. -70 A.D.) 
	 1.	 From the return of Exiles under King Cyrus to the Hasmoneans. This is the time of Zerubabel, 
	 	 Ezra, and Nehemiah. Nehemiah and the people rebuilt the walls (Neh. 4:6)  

	 2.	 The Hasmonean Period (167 B.C. to 67 B.C). City expands onto the Western Hill. Sources 
	 	 from this period include excavations, the apocryphal books of the Maccabees, and Josephus.  

	 3.	 The Herodian Dynasty and the Roman Governors. Herod expands the base of the temple 
	 	 mount and extends the walls of the city. This was the city in existence during the time of 
	 	 Christ. The city is besieged and burned by the Romans in 70 A.D. as foretold by Jesus in 
	 	 Matthew 24  

IV. The Roman period (135 – 326)  

V. The Byzantine Period (326-638)  

VI. The Early Arab Period (638-1099)  

VII. The Crusader Period (1099-1187)  

VIII. The Ayyubid Period (1187-1250)  

IX. The Mamluk Period (1250-1517)  

X. The Ottoman Period (1517-1917)  

XI. The British Period (1917- 1948)  

XII. Divided Jerusalem (1948-1967)  

XIII. United Jerusalem (1967 to present)  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Biblical References and Connections: 
Mount of Olives 
"Pray for the peace of Jerusalem"	 	 	 	 Psalm 122:6 
He was lifted up and a cloud took Him	 	 	 Acts 1:3-12 
On that day His feet shall stand on the Mount of Olives 	 Zechariah 14:1-9

Eastern Gate 
"The Lord said to me, This gate shall remain shut..." 	 Ezekiel 44:1-4

Triumphal Entry 
See your king comes to you, humble, riding on a donkey 	 Matt 21:1-11, Zech 9:9

"What will be the sign of your coming?” 	 	 	 Matthew 24

As he approached Jerusalem, he wept over it.	 	 Luke 19:41-44 
Garden of Gethsemane 
"My soul is very sorrowful, even to death"	 	 	 Matthew 26:36-46 
Caiaphas House | St Peter en Gallicantu 
And they led Jesus to the High Priest	 	 	 Mark 14:53-65 
"I do not know this man of whom you speak"	 	 Mark 14:66-72 
Thou hast put me in the depths of the Pit	 	 	 Psalm 88 
Pool of Bethesda 
Healing of the man who was lame for 38 years	 	 John 9:1-7 
Pool of Siloam 
Healing of the man blind from birth	 	 	 	 John 9:1-7 
Hezekiah's Tunnel 2 Kings 19-20 
Pilate's Judgment Hall  
"Hail, King of the Jews!"	 	 	 	 	 John 19:1-16 
Pilate said to them, "Behold the Man!"	 	 	 John 19:5 
Upper Room 
The Last Supper	 	 	 	 	 	 Mark 14:12-26 
All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit	 	 	 Acts 2:1-12 
Southern Wall Excavations 
Songs of Ascent 	 	 	 	 	 	 Psalm 120 through 134
Pinnacle of the Temple 	 	 	 	 	 Matt. 4:5
Baptism of 3,000 on the Day of Pentecost 	 	 Acts 2:14-41
Temple Mount 
Binding of Isaac on Mount Moriah	 	 	 	 Gen. 22 
Mary and Joseph took him to Jerusalem	 	 	 Luke 2:22-38 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He overturned the tables of the moneychangers	 	 Mark 11:15-19 
He saw a poor widow putting in two mites	 	 	 Luke 21:1-4 
Garden Tomb 
He went out to the place of the Skull		 	 	 John 19:19-30 
At the place Jesus was crucified there was a garden	 John 19:31-42 
"I have seen the Lord!" | Jesus rose up from the grave	 John 20:1-18


Biblical Ge-
ography 
 
Topography 
Roughly speaking, 
the city of 
Jerusalem can be 
visualized as sit-
ting on a rise in 
the bottom of a 
large bowl, where 
the rim of the bowl 
is higher than the 
rise within it. Over 
the years as the 
city expanded 
westward it was 
built on two parallel 
north-south ridges. The western ridge, which is the higher and broader of the two, is bounded on the west 
by the Hinnom Valley. This valley, which begins northwest of the city, turns due south and then due east, 
forming distinctive limits on the western and southern sides of the 
ridge.The narrower and lower eastern ridge is bounded on the east by the Kidron Valley, which in the 
Jerusalem area flows basically north to south. After being joined by the Hinnom, the Kidron turns to the 
southeast and proceeds through the barren Judean desert to the Dead Sea. During Bible times, these val-
leys were significant in that invading armies would find it difficult to approach or attack Jerusalem from the 
south, east, or west. For this reason, citadels were often constructed in the northern and western parts of 
the city and around entry points, where invasion was most likely and where the depth of the valleys were not 
nearly as pronounced. 
Approaches 
Nestled in the Hill Country, Judah’s capital city was a good distance away from the international North-South 
trade route which ran along the Mediterranean coastline and the other trade route that ran along the trans-
Jordanian Mountains. The remote location of the Hill Country not only kept Jerusalem out of the main traffic 
area of invading armies, but it also allowed individuals like King David to effectively manage the major part of 
the promise land as it lay just south of an important crossroads on the central Benjamite plateau, which was 
the heartland of the territory belonging to the Israelites. Using the crossroads of the Benjamite territory 
Jerusalem could maneuver its armies quickly in any direction and establish control over the crossing of trade 
routes in the central spine of the country. 
During Bible times the city was situated within the tribal territory of Benjamin. In fact, the Hinnom Valley, 
which lies just to the south of Jerusalem and encompasses its limits, is the old tribal boundary between Ju-
dah and Benjamin (Josh. 11:18-20). Its elevation is approximately 2500 feet above sea level and consists of 
several small hills and important valleys. 
Traveling to Jerusalem from surrounding territories was accomplished from one of three major approaches. 
The first major approach was from the east, via the ascent of Adummim (from Jericho through the Judean 
Wilderness) and the Mount of Olives. We read of various individuals taking this route when either leaving or 
arriving at the city from the east (2 Sam. 15:23, 30; Matt. 20:17, 21:1-12; Luke 19:41- 44, 24:50-53). When 
approaching Jerusalem from this direction, one came over the top of the Mount of Olives, the elevation of 
which is higher than the city proper. As the traveler reached the summit he would have been greeted with a 
spectacular sight. 
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Whether it was during the time of David 
and his beautiful city on Ophel, or dur-
ing the time of the Temple periods, the 
traveler was met with the marvelous 
images of beautifully adorned buildings 
and magnificent rocked walls. It would 
have been by the eastern approach 
that the great prophet Jeremiah would 
have journey from his sleepy home-
town of Anathoth. Imagine Jeremiah as 
a young boy visiting the city of 
Jerusalem, traveling atop the Mount of 
Olives, in the evening, to reach the city 
below and witnessing the brightness of 
the candlelit temple court and the large 
ivory pillars of God’s dwelling! Imagine, 
also, what he must have felt as a 
prophet when he came to see the city 
after it had been destroyed by the 
Babylonians! It is little wonder then that 
he became the weeping  prophet of 
Anathoth. 
From the north, Jerusalem was ap-
proached via the central Benjamite 
plateau (Judg. 19-20; 1 Sam. 12:1-9; 2 
Chr. 16:1-6). The plateau lies at the 
crossroads of north-to-south and east-
to- west hill country routes. An approach from the west was difficult “because the hills of the Shaphelah 
and the deep, V-shaped valleys carved into the hard limestone of the Judean hills formed a rugged and 
treacherous land- scape. It was somewhat easier to approach Jerusalem from the north or south, along 
the ridge route, but access to the ridge route from either the coast or the Rift Valley was difficult. Thus the 
besides being removed from the main routes of commerce and military expeditions, Jerusalem enjoyed 
the security of its natural defenses” (Rasmussen 188). 
The southern approach came via the Judean Ridge Route, which traversed through Bethlehem and He-
bron (Judg. 19:1, 10; 1 Sam. 17; 2 Chr. 20:2, 20). Today this route is known as “the way of the Patriarchs,” 
for it was heavily traveled by the families of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. It was also the easiest and most 
effective course of travel from the Negev (southland) to the southern Hill Country. 

Notes and Reflections 



�136

Jerusalem



�137

Passage Guidepost: 
Bethesda Pool

Background and Name  
The name of the pool is said to be derived from the He-
brew language and/or Aramaic language, beth hesda 
meaning either house of mercy or house of grace. In both 
Hebrew and Aramaic the wordבית חסד/חסדא, could also 
mean 'shame, disgrace'. This dual meaning may have 
been thought appropriate since the location was seen as 
a place of disgrace due to the presence of invalids, and a 
place of grace, due to the granting of healing. 
Location: 
Tucked away in a quiet, peaceful setting off the traditional Via Dolorosa, near St. Stephen’s Gate in the 
Old City, the site is administered by the Missionaries of Africa (known as the “White Fathers” because of 
their religious dress), a Catholic religious congregation. A visit to the site makes it subtly clear that the 
White Fathers are more interested in spiritual things than in archaeology. The archaeological site that sits 
at the rear of the property is nevertheless quite remarkable. 
History: 
Until the 19th century, there was no evidence outside of John’s Gospel for the existence of this pool; 
therefore, scholars argued that the gospel was written later, probably by someone without first-hand 
knowledge of the city of Jerusalem, and that the ‘pool’ had only a metaphorical, rather than historical, 
significance. 
In the 19th century, archaeologists discovered the remains of a pool fitting the description in John’s 
Gospel. The history of the pool began in the 8th century BC, when a dam was built across the short Beth 
Zeta valley, בריכה העליונה. turning it into a reservoir for rain water. The reservoir became known as the 
Upper Pool Around 200 BC, during the period in which Simon II was the Jewish High Priest, the channel 
was enclosed, and a second pool was added on the south side of the dam; although popular legend ar-
gues that this pool was used for washing sheep, this is very unlikely due to the pool's use as a water sup-
ply, and its extreme depth (13m). 
In the 1st century BC, natural caves to the east of the two pools were turned into small baths, as part of 
an asclepeion (healing temple). However, the Mishnah implies that at least one of these new pools was 
sacred to Fortuna, the goddess of fortune, rather than Asclepius, the god of healing. Scholars think it like-
ly that this development was founded by the Roman garrison of the nearby Antonia Fortress, who would 
also have been able to protect it from attack the location of the asclepeion, outside the then city walls, 
would have made its presence tolerable to the Jews, who might otherwise have objected to a non-Jewish 
religious presence in their holy city. 
In the mid 1st century AD, Herod Agrippa expanded the city walls, bringing the asclepeion into the city. 
When Hadrian rebuilt Jerusalem as Aelia Capitolina, he placed a roadway along the dam, and expanded 
the asclepeion into a large temple to Asclepius and Serapis. In the Byzantine era, the asclepeion was 
converted to a church. 
After the Crusader conquest of Jerusalem, the church buildings were rebuilt on a smaller scale with a new 
church erected nearby. This new church, named for Saint Anne and completed in 1138 AD. was built over 
the site of a grotto believed by the Crusaders to be the birthplace of Anne, grandmother of Jesus. 
After the conquest of Jerusalem by Saladin it was transformed into a school for Shafi`i fiqh. Gradually the 
buildings fell into ruin. In the early 19th century, the Ottoman Empire, as an act of gratitude, offered Queen 
Victoria the choice of possessing the Bethesda site or Cyprus; the Anglican church lobbied for the 
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Bethesda site, but Victoria chose Cyprus, so in 1856, the Ottomans gave the site to France instead. The 
French constructed the Church of Saint Anne, at the south east corner of the site, leaving the ancient ruins 
untouched. 

Biblical History and Significance 
The Gospel of John recounts two healing miracles Jesus performed in Jerusalem. In one, Jesus cured a 
man who had been blind from birth. Jesus mixed his saliva with mud, applied the mixture to the blind 
man’s eyes and told him to bathe in the Pool of Siloam. When the man did so, he was healed 
(John 9:6–7). 
In the other, Jesus cured a crippled man lying on a mat who had been unable to walk for 38 years. This 
occurred at another Jerusalem pool, the Pool of Bethesda (or Bethzatha or Bethsaida, according to vari-
ous manuscripts), where invalids—blind, lame and paralyzed—would gather in the porticoes. According to 
some ancient manuscripts, an angel would stir up the waters of the pool and whoever would enter the wa-
ter first would be cured. The canonical text goes on to say that by the time the crippled man got to the 
pool, as he recounts to Jesus, “Someone else steps down ahead of me.” So the crippled man cannot get 
to the curative waters in time. But Jesus simply declares to the man, “Stand up, take up your mat, and 
walk.” The text goes on: “And at once the man was made well, and he took up his mat and began to walk” 
(John 5:2–9). 
Jesus Cures the Crippled Man (John 5:2–9) 
Now in Jerusalem by the Sheep Gate there is a pool, called in Hebrew Beth-zatha [Bethesda], which has 
five porticoes. In these lay many invalids—blind, lame and paralyzed. One man was there who had been ill 
for thirty-eight years. When Jesus saw him lying there and knew that he had been there a long time, he 
said to him, “Do you want to be made well?” The sick man answered him, “Sir, I have no one to put me 
into the pool when the water is stirred up; and while I am making my way, someone else steps down 
ahead of me.” Jesus said to him, “Stand up, take your mat, and walk.” At once the man was made well, 
and he took up his mat and began to walk. 


Biblical Geography 
The Pool of Bethesda was located on the eastern side of the city near the Fortress of Antonia. The name 
Bethesda means "house of mercy.” The water source was a nearby spring. The Pool had five porches and 
according to the Bible there was a tradition that an angel moved the waters at certain times and healed the 
sick. It was here at the Pool of Bethesda that Jesus healed the man who was lame for thirty-eight years. 
Recent archaeological discoveries have again confirmed the Biblical account, that there were five porches 
and the fifth one divided the rectangular pool into two separate compartments. Josephus wrote about the 
Pool of the Sheep-market. Archaeological remains of Herod's Jerusalem are scarce. The Romans did a 
thorough work of destroying everything. 


Biblical Archaeology and Significant Discoveries 
In John 5:2 the Pool of Bethesda is described as having five porticoes or colonnades. For centuries, 
scholars thought that the notion of a five-sided pool was purely symbolic, intended to represent the five 
books of the Torah that were somehow superseded by the miracle of Jesus. 
Beginning in the 1880s, however, archaeologists discovered the remains of a pool north of the Pool of Is-
rael, and continuing excavation ultimately exposed a rectangular pool with a wall in the middle that divided 
it in two. With porticoes on the four sides of the pool and on the central wall, this was indeed a “five-
sided” pool. 
It is not an easy archaeological site to see—or, more precisely, to understand. Because of its importance 
to the early Christian church, a Byzantine basilica was built over the eastern end of the pool, with great 
foundation columns extending to the bottom of the pool. 
Later a Crusader chapel was built on the central wall, somewhat to the north but overlapping the remains 
of the Byzantine structure. In addition, directly to the east of the pools are a number of pagan baths, dedi-
cated to the Roman god Asclepius, the god of healing. Finally, a magnificent Crusader church, still in use 
today, was built slightly southeast of the pool. 
All this is further complicated by the fact that only half of the southern pool has been excavated. Houses 
on three sides (all but the east) have made it difficult, if not impossible, to extend the excavations. 
The wall that divides the pool in half in effect creates two pools and provides the wall for the fifth portico 
referred to in the Gospel of John. This wall is actually a dam. It is set on bedrock and built without mortar. 
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Each course is set back approximately an inch from the one below it. A chimney (a vertical opening) 
was built into the dam, with an entrance on the top of the dam. On both interior sides of the chimney 
(east and west), blocks protrude to form a kind of ladder allowing ascent and descent inside the 
chimney. At the bottom of the dam, a large “doorway” permits water from the northern pool to enter 
into the southern pool. Finally, a channel leads out from the base of the chimney underneath the 
southern pool. 

Jerusalem Model - Bethesda Pool



�140

Passage Guidepost: 
Via Dolorosa / Church 
of the Holy Sepulcher

Background and Name 
The Church of the Holy Sepulcher (Latin: Ecclesia Sancti Sepulchri), also called the Church of the 
Resurrection i.e. Church of the Anastasis by Orthodox Christians, is a church within the Christian Quar-
ter of the Old City of Jerusalem. 
The church contains, according to traditions dating back at least to the fourth century, the two holiest 
sites in Christendom: the site where Jesus of Nazareth was crucified, known as "Calvary" in Latin and 
"Golgotha" in Greek, and Jesus's empty tomb, where he is said to have been buried and resurrected. 
Within the church proper are the last four (or, by some definitions, five) Stations of the Via Dolorosa, 
representing the final episodes of Jesus' Passion. The church has been a major Christian pilgrimage 
destination since its creation in the fourth century, as the traditional site of the Resurrection of Christ, 
thus its original Greek name, Church of the Anastasis. 
Today the wider complex accumulated during the centuries around the Church of the Holy Sepulcher 
also serves as the headquarters of the Greek Orthodox Patriarch of Jerusalem, while control of the 
church itself is shared between several Christian denominations and secular entities in complicated 
arrangements essentially unchanged for over 160 years, and some for much longer. The main denomi-
nations sharing property over parts of the church are the Greek Orthodox, Armenian Orthodox and Ro-
man Catholic, and to a lesser degree the Egyptian Copts, Syriacs and Ethiopians. Meanwhile, Protes-
tants including Anglicans have no permanent presence in the Church and they generally prefer the Gar-
den Tomb, elsewhere in Jerusalem, as either the true place of Jesus' crucifixion and resurrection, or at 
least a more evocative site to commemorate those events. 
The Via Dolorosa (Latin: "Way of Grief," "Way of Sorrows," "Way of Suffering" or simply "Painful Way") 
is a street within the Old City of Jerusalem, held to be the path that Jesus walked on the way to his 
crucifixion. The winding route from the Antonia Fortress west to the Church of the Holy Sepulcher—a 
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distance of about 600 meters (2,000 feet)—is a celebrated place of Christian pilgrimage. The current route 
has been established since the 18th century, replacing various earlier versions. It is today marked by nine 
Stations of the Cross; there have been fourteen stations since the late 15th century, with the remaining five 
stations being inside the Church of the Holy Sepulcher. 


Location: 
The Bible describes Jesus' tomb as being outside the city wall, as was normal for burials across the an-
cient world, which were regarded as unclean. Today, the site of the Church is within the current walls of the 
old city of Jerusalem. It has been well documented by archaeologists that in the time of Jesus, the walled 
city was smaller and the wall then was to the east of the current site of the Church. In other words, the city 
had been much narrower in Jesus' time, with the site then having been outside the walls; since Herod 
Agrippa (41–44) is recorded by history as extending the city to the north (beyond the present northern 
walls), the required repositioning of the western wall is traditionally attributed to him as well. 
The area immediately to the south and east of the sepulcher was a quarry and outside the city during the 
early 1st century as excavations under the Lutheran Church of the Redeemer across the street demon-
strated. 


History: 
 
According to Eusebius of Caesarea, the Roman emperor Hadrian in the 2nd century AD built a temple ded-
icated to the goddess Aphrodite in order to bury the cave in which Jesus had been buried. The first Christ-
ian emperor, Constantine the Great, ordered in about 325/326 that the temple be replaced by a church. 
During the building of the Church, Constantine's mother, Helena, is believed to have rediscovered the "True 
Cross”, which tradition holds that when she found three crosses she tested each by having it held over a 
corpse and when the corpse rose up under one, that was the true cross, and a tomb (although there are 
some discrepancies among authors). Socrates Scholasticus (born c. 380), in his Ecclesiastical History, 
gives a full description of the discovery. 
Golgotha altar: Constantine's church was built as two connected churches over the two different holy 
sites, including a great basilica an enclosed colonnaded atrium (the Triportico) with the traditional site of 
Golgotha in one corner, and a rotunda, called the Anastasis ("Resurrection" in Greek), which contained the 
remains of a rock-cut room that Helena and Macarius identified as the burial site of Jesus. 
According to tradition, Constantine arranged for the rock face to be removed from around the tomb, with-
out harming it, in order to isolate the tomb; in the center of the rotunda is a small building called the Kou-
vouklion in Greek or the Aedicula in Latin, which encloses this tomb. The remains are completely en-
veloped by a marble sheath placed some 500 years before to protect the ledge from Ottoman attacks. 
However, there are several thick window wells extending through the marble sheath, from the interior to the 
exterior that are not marble clad. They appear to reveal an underlying limestone rock, which may be part of 
the original living rock of the tomb. 
The church was built starting in 325/326, and was consecrated on 13 September 335. From pilgrim reports 
it seems that the chapel housing the tomb of Jesus was freestanding at first, and that the Rotunda was 
only erected around the chapel in the 380s. Each year, the Eastern Orthodox Church celebrates the an-
niversary of the consecration of the Church of the Resurrection (Holy Sepulcher) on 13 September. 
The Edicule: This structure the surrounds the tomb site was built to preserve the location of Christ’s tomb. 
Though the cave here was carved away by a Muslim ruler 1000 years ago, a clear history remains that this 
has been the revered location of the tomb. Al-Hakim’s efforts to destroy the tomb (and Christianity) in 1009 
were not the first. Earlier the Roman emperor Hadrian erected a large platform of earth over the whole area 
for the construction of a temple to Venus. Jerome adds to Eusebius’ statement that a statue of Jupiter was 
on the site for 180 years (AD 140-320) When Constantine converted the empire to Christianity, he had the 
pagan temples dismantled, the earth removed and a church built over the spot.


Biblical History and Significance 
As the custom was, the accused had to bear his own cross. Luke 23:26-32 records some of the incidents 
that occurred on the way to Golgotha. Because of Christ’s suffering, He was too weak to carry the cross 
Himself; and Simon of Cyrene, who is identified in Mark 15:21 as the father of Alexander and Rufus, was 
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forced to carry the cross for Jesus. Some believe he was black, not of Jewish background. The hour had 
come for the Lamb of God to die for the sins of the whole world. 
Jesus Crucified, 27:33-44: The account of Matthew and the parallel accounts in the other gospels (Mk 
15:22- 32; Lk 23:33-43; Jn 19:17-24) need to be combined to give the full account of the incidents that oc-
curred at the crucifixion leading up to His death. The order of events seems to be as follows: 


	 1.	 The arrival at Golgotha (Mt 27:33; Mk 15:22; Lk 23:33; Jn 19:17) 

	 2.	 The offer of the wine mingled with gall (Mt 27:34; Mk 15:23) 

	 3.	 The act of crucifixion between the two thieves (Mt 27:35-38; Mk 15:24-28; Lk 23:33-38; 	
	 	 19:18) 

	 4.	 The first cry from the cross, “Father, forgive them” (Lk 23:34) 

	 5.	 The soldiers taking garments of Jesus, leaving Him naked on the cross (Mt 27:35; Mk 15:24; 

	 	 Lk 23:34; Jn 19:23) 

	 6.	 The Jews mocking Jesus (Mt 27:39-43; Mk 15:29-32; Lk 23:35-37) 

	 7.	 The conversation with the thieves (Mt 27:44; Mk 15:32; Lk 23:39-43) 

	 8.	 The second cry from the cross with the words, “Today shalt thou be with me in paradise” (Lk 
	 	 23:43) 

	 9.	 The third cry, “Woman, behold thy son!” (Jn 19:26-27) 

	 10.	 The darkness which overtakes the scene on Calvary (Mt 27:45; Mk 15:33; Lk 23:44) 

	 11.	 The fourth cry, beginning, “My God, my God” (Mt 27:46-47; Mk 15:34-36) 

	 12.	 The fifth cry, “I thirst” (Jn 19:28) 

	 13.	 The sixth cry, “It is finished” (Jn 19:30) 

	 14.	 The seventh cry, “Father, into thy hands I commend my spirit” (Lk 23:46) 

	 15.	 The Lord dismissing His spirit by an act of His own will (Mt 27:50; Mk 15:37; Lk 23:46; Jn 
	 	 19:30)  

Biblical Archaeolo-
gy and Significant 
Discoveries 
The best piece of evidence 
that the tomb of Jesus was in 
this area is the fact that other 
first-century tombs are still 
preserved inside the church. 
Called the “Tomb of Joseph of 
Arimathea,” these burial shafts 
(kokhim) are clearly from the 
time of Christ’s death and thus 
attest to some kind of burial 
ground in the area. Com- bined 
with the evidence from tradi-
tion, “this church is most likely 
the true location of the Christ’s 
death and burial.” On the south 
side of the altar, via the ambu-
latory, is a stairway climbing to 
Calvary (Golgotha), traditionally 
regarded as the site of Jesus' 
crucifixion and the most lavish-
ly decorated part of the 
church. The main altar there 
belongs to the Greek Orthodox, which contains the Rock of Calvary (12th Station of the Cross). The rock 
can be seen under glass on both sides of the altar, and beneath the altar there is a hole said to be the place 
where the cross was raised. Due to the significance of this, it is the most visited site in the Church of the 
Holy Sepulchre. The Roman Catholics (Franciscans) have an altar to the side, the Chapel of the Nailing of 
the Cross (11th Station of the Cross). On the left of the altar, towards the Eastern Orthodox chapel, there is 
a statue of Mary, believed by some to be miraculous (the 13th Station of the Cross, where Jesus' body was 
removed from the cross and given to his family) The original Byzantine church was destroyed by the Per-
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sians in AD 614. Rebuilt shortly thereafter, the Egyptian caliph al-Hakim destroyed the church in 1009 
and had the tomb hacked down to bedrock. The Crusaders rebuilt the church and much of what is 
standing today is from that time period. The ladder in the upper right window has been there since at 
least 1860, a testimony to rivalries between the church’s factions. 
Just inside the entrance to the church is the Stone of Anointing (also Stone of the Anointing or Stone of 
Unction), which tradition believes to be the spot where Jesus' body was prepared for burial by Joseph of 
Arimathea. However, this tradition is only attested since the crusader era (notably by the Italian Domini-
can pilgrim Riccoldo da Monte di Croce in 1288), and the present stone was only added in the 1810 re-
construction. 

Birds Eye Diagram of the Church of the Holy Sepulcher



�144

Tucked deep inside the 
heart of Jerusalem, a 
soot-blackened lime-
stone structure en-
shrines what many con-
sider to be Christen-
dom’s two most holy 
sites: the hill of Golgo-
tha and the empty tomb 
of Christ. Chipped 
stone columns and 
arched, iron barred 
windows line its nonde-
script exterior. Its enor-
mous leaden-gray 
dome looms overhead, 
easily visible from al-
most any vantage point 
in the city, but the road 
leading us to this 
“Church of the Holy Sepulchre” is more difficult to find and may only be reached on foot 
through the cobbled, zigzagging alleyways of Jerusalem’s four quarters. To avoid being sepa-
rated, we each keep our eyes on the leader and wind, snake-like, through the old city. Inhaling 
the scents of colorful spices, we sidestep shopkeepers chatting outside doorways, ducking un-
derneath their hanging wares and dodging intriguing piles of cheap souvenirs. When we reach 
the Christian quarter, the crowd bottlenecks at a single passageway until we finally spill into a 
square stone courtyard, where, at the far end, a towering wooden door opens into this histori-
cally significant—and jealously guarded—edifice.


Stepping from sunlight into the shadowy interior, our eyes take a moment to adjust. The cloying 
scent of incense fills the air as stern Armenian Orthodox priests bully their way through the 
crowds, swinging censers from a chain. A few steps from the door, worshippers kneel and 
weep, touching their foreheads to the large, cracked “Stone of Anointing” where they believe 
Jesus’ body was prepared for burial. To our right, a stone staircase ascends, its deep, uneven 
steps slick from centuries of wear. It leads up and to the left, where long lines take turns stoop-
ing beneath a covered altar to touch the purported spot where the cross stood. The steps then 
descend into a dimly-lit corridor where, at every turn, the high walls are covered with detailed 
mosaics and ornate paintings. Following the curve of the building, a wide stairway leads to an 
underground chapel where it is rumored that fragments of the cross were found. Further, a 
nearly-hidden dark doorway opens into a room where, on our knees, we shine flashlights and 
peer into first-century tombs. We emerge to join the twisting queue in the vast rotunda, waiting 
to visit the interior of the “Edicule”, a small, elaborate building that is said to house the empty 
tomb of Jesus.  


Challenging the Status Quo
by Carla Moore, via Christian Woman magazine 


(Reflections on the Church of the Holy Sepulcher)
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This complex had its beginning in the fourth century, when Constantine the Great abandoned 
paganism and commissioned his mother, Helena, to seek evidence for Jesus in Jerusalem. It 
was discovered that during the time of Christ, this site was an abandoned stone quarry located 
outside the city walls, but not long after His crucifixion, a wall was constructed, enclosing the 
area inside Jerusalem. Roman Emperor Hadrian razed the site, and in 135 A.D. covered it with a 
pagan temple, perhaps in an attempt to suppress Christianity. However, tradition passed down 
through the early church repeatedly identified the area as the location of Jesus’ crucifixion and 
burial. When Constantine ordered Hadrian’s temple to be demolished, a tomb was discovered, 
and supposing it to be the site where Jesus had been crucified and buried, Helena began con-
struction on a shrine to commemorate it. Consecrated in the year 335, over the centuries it has 
been attacked, destroyed by fire, shaken by an earthquake, damaged by marauders and even 
turned into a mosque. Yet for generations, many in Christendom have continued to uphold it as 
the likely site where this critically significant event took place.


Another interesting relic belonging to 
this building is outside, leaning 
against an upper window over the 
entrance door: an old cedar ladder 
with six rungs. The ladder has 
leaned against this window for more 
than two hundred years due to the 
imposition of “Status Quo” in the 
18th century. Status Quo is an order 
that governs the six religious bodies 
who fiercely claim ownership within 
the Church of the Holy Sepulchre: 
mainly the Greek Orthodox, Roman 
Catholics, and Armenian Apostolics, 
and to a lesser extent the Ethiopi-
ans, Syriac Orthodox and Coptic 
Christians. Status Quo is an uneasy 
truce between these religious bodies 
agreeing that no one group may 
make any change or alteration unless 
all six consent to it. Because of this, the ladder cannot be moved, and it has become a tangible 
symbol of division and, frankly, obstinacy. 


In the quest to protect and defend reputed relics, Satan has managed to distract these religious 
groups from the very event that they seek to venerate. Violent clashes have taken place be-
cause each group will not exercise common sense nor exhibit Christ-like humility. Though pro-
fessing allegiance to Him, they neglect the “weightier provisions of the law: justice and mercy 
and faithfulness,” (Matt. 23:23, NASB). Jealousy and pride have created a spirit of fear and dis-
trust, and the Church of the Holy Sepulchre has been parceled into contentious sections. Sadly, 
many New Testament Christians struggle with some of the same selfish issues. Over the years, 
we have divided over matters of opinion and issues that God has left in the realm of liberty. 
Rather than encouraging honest, open discussion, sometimes pride rears its ugly head and if 
we aren’t careful, defending our reputation takes precedence over defending the gospel. We 
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uphold man-made, complicated rules and 
choose sides, and, like this church building in 
Jerusalem, the Lord’s church is parceled into 
contentious sections. 


Paul was sent to the Gentiles to preach the rich-
es of Christ, and he faced an uphill battle in his 
quest to join the hands of Jews and Gentiles and 
unite them in Christ. Part of his prayer for the 
Ephesian church was that they would be “rooted 
and grounded in love,” (Eph. 3:17) able to com-
prehend the immense love of Christ. He remind-
ed them that glory belonged to God. Because of 
that, he begged them to live in a manner worthy 
of the sacrifice Jesus had made, making every 
effort to “preserve the unity of the Spirit in the 
bond of peace,” (4:3). Paul never encouraged Christians to allow error, but he was specific in the 
way he taught them to address it. He was a great defender of truth, reminding the Ephesians to 
grow and mature in their faith, attaining unity by “speaking the truth in love,” (v. 15). The devil was 
hard at work in the early church, using personality, pride, and even traditions carried from both 
Jewish and Gentile backgrounds to try to divide such a diverse group of people. He is still at 
work today, and we must fight him instead of fighting one another.


The religious groups guarding that ancient building in Jerusalem do not understand that the 
priceless possessions of a true Christian—truth, peace, forgiveness, and grace, among others, 

are not earthly, but heavenly. 
They may be freely possessed 
by anyone who obeys Him, and 
they are meant to be shared, 
not fought over or jealously 
guarded. God hates division 
and desires unity. Jesus did not 
give His life to preserve a relic 
or to uphold human pride or to 
maintain manmade status quo. 
May our purpose always be to 
follow and glorify Him, pursuing 
peace and eagerly sharing the 
gift of His gospel. 
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Passage Guidepost: 
Western Wall / Southern 
Steps

Background and Name 
The Western Wall (HaKotel = The Wall) is the 
most holy place accessible to the Jewish peo-
ple because of Muslim control of the Temple 
Mount. Known in recent centuries as the 
“Wailing Wall,” (though not preferred by most 
Jews) this was built by Herod the Great as the 
retaining wall of the Temple Mount complex. 
The plaza was created as an area for prayer 
when Israel captured the Old City in 1967. At 
times tens of thousands of people gather here 
for prayer. The walls are 82 feet high above the 
ground, with 25 layers of stones. The larger stones are in the lower layers. Another 22 1⁄2 feet (15 layers) are 
buried under the ground, and some of the buried earlier layers may be from the first temple. The lowest sec-
tion of the wall can be seen in the northern section of the central drainage canal. 
The southern temple mount excavations begun by Benjamin Mazar in 1968 were the largest earth-moving 
archaeological projects in Israel. Work continued until 1978 but has since resumed in the 1990s under the 
direction of Ronny Reich. These excavations are the most important for understanding the Temple Mount 
because of the impossibility of excavating on the mount itself. 


Location 
The Western Wall plaza is located in the Jewish Quarter, immediately adjacent to the Temple Mount. The 
southern wall area is located on the south-west side of the temple mount, inside the old city. The area is ap-
proached thru the Ha'Ashpathot (Dung) gate, which is located on the south side of the area, which is today 
an Archaeological park. 


History: 
Herod the Great, King of Israel under the Romans (37BC - 4BC), enlarged and rebuilt the second temple, and 
made it a magnificent temple. After the total destruction of the temple in 70 AD, following the Jewish revolt 
against the Romans, only a few layers of the grand temple were left, and the Jews were not allowed to re-
build their temple. The worship at the site of the western wall started after the destruction, and was referred 
in early texts in the 3rd-5th C. For 2,000 years the Jews came to the site and prayed for the rebuilt of 
Jerusalem and the Jewish Nation, since the fate of both coincided at the same time. For many times during 
the history the Jews were forbidden to approach the site, or were harassed while doing so, or had to bribe to 
get into the site. In 1967, after the 6 day war, the prayers and tears of 2,000 years were answered: the holy 
site returned back again to Jewish control, and was opened to the public. The area before the western wall 
was razed down to allow the multitude of worshippers to assemble in the site. 
Along the outer Northern Western wall, a tunnel of 300M was dug (1987-1996) along an ancient aqueduct 
and revealed the hidden Herodian Wall. It starts from the Western Wall and reaches Via Dolorosa. The site, 
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the Kotel tunnels, was opened in 1996 and sparked riots. Today it is is open and is a major attraction. The 
Western wall is a remnant of Herod's grand temple, and is the most holiest site for Jews. It attracts thou-
sands of Jewish worshippers daily, who come to pray and lay out their problems and seek for heavenly 
guidance. They feel the presence of God's spirit, who according to their belief resides for thousands of 
years in the holy temple. 
The southern side of the temple mount was fortified and built from the Herod the Great, King of Israel un-
der the Romans (37BC - 4BC), enlarged and rebuilt the second temple, and made it a magnificent temple. 
The destruction in 70 AD, after the Jewish revolt against the Romans, left most of Herod's second temple 
in rubble. 


Biblical History and Significance 
 
Biblical References Associated with the Temple Mount 
	 ·  	 Gen 22:1-19 Abraham nearly sacrifices his son Isaac on Mount Moriah 

	 ·  	 1 Chron 21:15-28 David buys the threshing floor of Ornan the Jebusite 

	 ·  	 2 Chron. 2:1-7:1ff Solomon builds Temple 

	 ·  	 2 Kings 25:1ff; 2 Chron. 36.11-23; Jer. 39:1ff; 52:1ff Fall of Jerusalem and Destruction of 
	 	 First Temple 

	 ·  	 Ezra 1:1ff; Nehemiah 1:1ff Jerusalem and Temple rebuilt 

	 ·  	 Ezek. 40:1-48:35 Ezekiel’s Temple 

	 ·  	 Matt. 21.12-13; Mark 11.15-17; Luke 19.45-46 Cleansing of Temple 

	 ·  	 Luke 2.21-38 Jesus’ dedication in the Temple 

	 ·  	 Luke 4.9-12 Jesus tempted by Devil on Temple 

	 ·  	 John 2.13; 5.1; 10.22-23 Jesus visits Jerusalem on differing occasions 

	 ·  	 John 10.22-42 Jesus taught in Solomon’s Portico 

	 ·  	 Acts 3:1-11 Peter and John heal a lame man in the Temple 

	 ·  	 Acts 3:11; 5:12 Disciples meeting in Solomon’s Portico  
The Psalms of Ascent Associated with the Southern Steps  
Three times a year worshippers would enter the Temple from these steps, after a customary cleansing in 
the nearby ritual baths, or mikvaot. God required these pilgrimages, as written by the hand of Moses: 
“Three times in a year all your males shall appear before the LORD your God in the place which He choos-
es, at the Feast of Unleavened Bread and at the Feast of Weeks and at the Feast of Booths, and they shall 
not appear before the LORD empty-handed.” —Deuteronomy 16:16. Over the years, a songbook devel-
oped that served as the pilgrims’ traveling songs. Psalms 120-134 all bear the superscription, “A Psalm of 
Ascents.” These are the songs the Jews sang as they ascended to Jerusalem every year for their feasts. 
Some propose that these fifteen psalms were sung on the fifteen wide steps we see today in the Southern 
Steps excavations.  
A popular activity for tourists often includes reading each psalm—or the first verse of each psalm—on 
each wide step, moving up two steps to the next wide step for each successive reading. 
However, the Mishnah notes that these fifteen psalms were sung by the priests who stood not on the 
Southern Steps, but on the fifteen steps from the Court of the Women ascending to the Court of Israel:  
“On the fifteen steps which led into the women’s court, corresponding with the fifteen songs of degrees, 
stood the Levites, with their musical instruments, and sang.” — m. Sukkah 5:4-5 

 
Biblical Archaeology and Significant Discoveries—Important Facts 
	 1.	 The entire plaza has been classified by the Rabbinate authorities as a synagogue. There	
	 	 fore, it is the largest synagogue in Israel. 

	 2.	 The Western Wall earned its nickname as the “Wailing Wall” by Gentiles who came here 	
	 	 over the previous centuries and heard the Jews reciting their mournful prayers. The Gentiles 
	 	 described their laments as “wailing.” Generally the term should not be used. Rather, use 
	 	 “Western Wall” or “Kotel.” 

	 3.	 Although there are differences of opinion as to the statistics, the largest stone in the 

	 	 Western Wall is some 45′ long and weighs some 570 tons! Compare that to the largest 	
	 	 stone in the pyramids at only 67 tons!  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	 4.	 Currently there are 60m of the Western Wall exposed, but the entire wall is actually 488m 
	 	 overall. The rest of the wall is concealed by modern buildings. It averages about 4.6m thick. 

	 5.	 The current level of the Kotel plaza is some 20m above bedrock. 

	 6.	 Worship at the Western Wall is divided into two sections: the northern section for men, and 
	 	 the southern section for women. 

	 7.	 Worshipers at the Western Wall often write down prayers and place them within the cracks 
	 	 of the rocks of the wall. 

	 8.	 You can exit the plaza on the southern side and either exit the Old City via the Dung Gate, 
	 	 or turn west and ascend the stairs into the Jewish Quarter. 

	 9.	 The rabbi of the Western Wall is Rabbi Shmuel Rabinovtich who has held this position since 
	 	 1995. 

	 10.	 The ramp leading upwards from the south of the plaza is to ascend onto the Temple Mount 
	 	 via the Moors’ Gate. It is currently the only gate open to non-Muslims to access the Temple 
	 	 Mount.  

Discoveries: 
 
Wilson's Arch: 
To the north and within the men’s section is Wilson’s Arch. Modern buildings have been built up above and 
around it. It is the remains of a large arch that apparently supported a huge bridge across the Tyropean 
Valley that separated the Eastern (Temple Mount) and Western (the city) Hills of Jerusalem. It was named 
after the 19th century explorer Charles Wilson. The pier (base) of the arch is Herodian, but the arch itself is 
probably Umayyad (7th-8th centuries CE) because the Herodian bridge was destroyed in the 1st century 
CE. 


Western Wall Tunnel: Since the 1967 Israeli capture of the Western Wall, archaeologists have been exca-
vating underground parallel to the Western Wall. Their goals have been to see the extent of the wall (depth 
and length) and find any other significant discoveries along the process. They have thus created a tunnel 
that runs along the length of the Western Wall. Portions of this excavation can be accessed by tourists via 
a guided tour. Within the tunnel one can see the largest stone used in the Western Wall, as well as another 
portion of Wilson’s Arch and a nook that is believed to be the closest position to the Most Holy Place of 
the ancient Temple. The tunnel tour exits on the Via Dolorosa in the Muslim Quarter. 


Western Wall Stone Courses: The seven lowest courses of stone (large ashlar stones) date from King 
Herod’s time. The upper courses—primarily smaller stones—are from repairs by the Umayyads, the Cru-
saders, the Ottomans, and later per-
sons. There are 19 Herodian stone 
courses below the current plaza level. 


Gates: There are three main gates in 
the Western Wall that led to/from the 
Temple Mount: Robinson’s, Bar- 
clay’s, Wilson’s, and Warren’s (south 
to north)—all of which are named af-
ter explorers/archaeologists of the 
last few centuries. 


First Century Street: This street was 
fully uncovered in the mid-1990s and 
dates to the decades before the city’s 
destruction by the Romans in AD 70. 
The street is 32 feet (10 m) wide and 
was paved with large slabs up to a 
foot thick. The street was covered 
with massive stones pushed down by 
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the Romans; only part of the street has been cleared by the excavators. 

Robinson’s Arch: The Robinson arch was actually part of 
a wide pathway that led the pilgrims from the street level, 
up through a staircase, cross over the street, then into the 
south-western entrance of the temple mount. This was 
one of the three bridges that led into the temple. The arch 
that once existed at this place connected the staircase to 
the base on the wall. The base is 36 feet above the level 
of the street. The diameter of the arch was 42 feet. Under 
this arch, at a total height of 62.3 feet, passed a paved 
street which was lined with stores. The walls of the tem-
ple were higher than the entrance - they raised to a stag-
gering height of 104.9 feet high. The arch was named af-
ter the American researcher, Edward Robinson, who dis-
covered it in 1838 . 


Trumpeting Stone: The top stone on the southwest cor-
ner of the Temple Mount bore an inscription which read in 
part, “to the place of trumpeting.” The priests would sig-
nal the start of Shabbat and festival days by blowing the 
shofar from this point. The inscription was apparently only 
a notice to the construction workers as to the final desti-
nation of this specially-cut stone. 


Southern Steps: The western flight of stairs leading to the main entrances of the Temple Mount was 200 
feet wide. Excavators uncovered the easternmost part of this staircase with its alternating long and short 
steps. Some suggest that the fifteen long steps may have been one of the locations where pilgrims sang 
the fifteen Psalms of Ascent (120-34) as they went up to worship.

 
Double Gate: The Double Gates and Triple Gates provided access to the Temple Mount through subter- 
ranean passageways. Half of the lintel stone and relieving arch of this Herodian gateway is visible above 
the later protruding arch. Above and to the right is a stone with an inscription mentioning Hadrian’s son 
(AD 138). Its position upside down clearly indicates that it is in secondary use.

 
Mikveh: A series of public ritual bathing installations were found on the south side of the Temple Mount. 
Because of the demanding laws regarding purity before entering holy places, demand for mikvaot was 
high and many have been discovered from first century Jerusalem. Larger ritual baths such as this one 
have a small divider wall separating the entrance route from the exit. 

Notes and Reflections: 
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Passage Guidepost: Gallicantu

Background and Name 
The church takes its name from the Latin word "Gallicantu", meaning cock's-
crow. This is in commemoration of Peter's triple rejection of Jesus "... before 
the cock crows twice." (Mark 14:30) This site is presumed to be Caiaphas' 
palace where Jesus was brought to trial. The name, "Gallicantu" means "the 
cock's crow" and is taken from the event when Peter denied knowing Jesus 
three times, as the cock crowed each time.

 
Location: 
The Church is located on the eastern slopes of Mount Zion. The entrance to 
the church, seen below, is from a parking lot which is located above the 
church. Below the church is a steep slope that drops towards the Kidron valley, south east to the old city.

 
History: 
A Byzantine shrine dedicated to Peter's repentance was erected on this spot in 457 AD, but was destroyed 
by the Fatimid caliph Al-Hakim bi-Amr Allah in 1010. The chapel was rebuilt by Crusaders in 1102 and given 
its present name. After the fall of Jerusalem the church again fell into ruin and was not rebuilt until 1931. 
Today a golden rooster protrudes prominently from the sanctuary roof in honor of its biblical connection. This 
spot is also believed to be the location of the High Priest Caiaphas' palace. According to the Pilgrim of Bor-
deaux in his Itinerarium Burdigalense, "...going up from the Pool of Siloe to Mount Zion one would come 
across the House of the Priest Caiaphas." 


Biblical History and Significance 
According to tradition, this was the place of the palace of high priest Caiaphas, where Jesus was brought to 
jail after his arrest. Its name (Gallicantu, means the cock's crow) is given after the story of Peter's triple denial 
of Christ and the cock crowing twice. 
Mark 14: 72: "And the second time the cock crew. And Peter called to mind the word that Jesus said unto 
him, Before the cock crow twice, thou shalt deny me thrice. And when he thought thereon, he wept". 
This text describes the story of Peters' triple denial of Christ and the cock crowing twice. The story is as fol- 
lows: Jesus was sitting with his disciples before his arrest, and doubted their loyalty. Peter declared that he 
will not be among them, but Jesus predicted that within that night, even before the 2nd crow of the cock, Pe-
ter will deny him 3 times. This is exactly what has happened, as Peter found out himself. 
"And when they had sung an hymn, they went out into the mount of Olives. And Jesus saith unto them, All ye 
shall be offended because of me this night: for it is written, I will smite the shepherd, and the sheep shall be 
scattered. 


Biblical Geography 
In the Old Testament period, Zion was the eastern fortress that King David captured from the Jebusites and 
named the City of David (2 Samuel 5:6-9). A psalmist described Mount Zion as God’s “holy mountain, beauti-
ful in elevation . . . the joy of all the earth” (Psalm 48). And again, “Those who trust in the Lord are like Mount 
Zion, which cannot be moved, but abides forever” (Psalm 125). Ironically, by the time this psalm was com- 
posed, the name of Mount Zion had already moved from its original location at the Jebusite fortress — and 
would move again. 
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First, perhaps at the time Solomon built his Temple, the Temple Mount came to be called Mount Zion. 
Then in the first century AD, following the Roman destruction of Jerusalem, the name was transferred to its 
present location across the Tyropoeon Valley. Modern Mount Zion is located on the south-west side of the 
old city, outside of the present walls. In the second temple period, mount Zion was part of the "Upper" city, 
and was fortified. In Roman times this was the southern side of the walled city, the place of the Jesus last 
supper and the home of the high priest high priest Caiaphas.

 
Western Hill (today's Mount Zion):  
The last shift of the name Mount Zion was to the Western Hill, which is more dominant than the Eastern Hill 
and seemed to first-century CE Jerusalemites the worthier location for the by-then lost palace of King David. 
The Western Hill is what today is called Mount Zion. 


In the second half of the first temple period, the city expanded westward and its defensive walls were ex-
tended to include the entire western hill behind them. Nebuchadnezzar the second destroyed the city almost 
completely around 586 BC., severing the continuity of historical memory. A long period of rebuilding fol-
lowed, ending with Jerusalem’s second total destruction at the hands of the Romans in 70 AD. Josephus, 
the first century historian who knew the city as it was before this second catastrophic event, identified Mount 
Zion as being the western hill, separated from the lower, eastern hill by what he calls the Tyropean Valley. It 
must, however, be said that Josephus never used the name Mount Zion in any of his writings, but described 
the “citadel” of King David as being situated on the higher and longer hill, thus pointing at the western hill as 
what the Bible calls Mount Zion. 


Biblical Archaeology and Significant Discoveries: 
Beneath the upper church is a chapel which incorporates stone from ancient grottoes inside its walls. Down 
a hole in the center of the sanctuary, one can see caves that may have been part of the Byzantine shrine. 
These walls are engraved with crosses left by fifth century Christians. On an even lower level, there is a suc- 
cession of caves from the second temple period. Since tradition places the palace of Caiaphas on this site, 
many believe that Jesus may have been imprisoned in one of these underground crypts after His arrest, 
how- ever, these underground caves were normal in many Roman era homes, and often served as cellars, 
water cisterns, and baths. On the north side of the church is an ancient staircase that leads down towards 
the Kidron Valley. This may have been a passage from the upper city to the lower city during the first temple 
period. Many Christians believe that Jesus followed this path down to Gethsemane the night of His arrest. 
On the north side of the church is an ancient step stone paved street, on which you can walk down towards 
the Valley of Kidron. A section of 100 meters were uncovered here running west to east with remains of Ro- 
man and Byzantine periods. This stepped path may have led down to the Byzantine church of the Shiloah 
pool. The stepped street may have also served as a passage from the upper city to the lower city during the 
second temple period. The signage at the monastery is circumspect about any claims of authenticity. “...ac-
cording to a fourth century tradition not recorded in the gospels, Jesus would have been scourged not only 
by Pilate but also by Caiaphas, and where the apostles, Peter and John would have been held and scourged 
for preaching the name of Jesus in the temple area after the resurrection. Aided by this context, Christians 
traditionally recall here some of the painful sufferings endured by Jesus during His passion— regardless of 
where they took place, as well as by the apostles, the first believers in His name.” 


In this way, the site directly recalls the mnemonic culture of the latter middle ages; at St. Peter in Gallicantu 
one is not awed by a historical site but rather one is aided by the context to remember the narrative of the 
passion and its emotional effects: this prison of Christ is then best seen as a memory-cue and a stimulus to 
emotion rather than a place of historical proof in itself. In the Byzantine period, it is clear that the tombs and 
cisterns cut into the rock here started to be venerated as holy sites, as red and black crosses were painted 
on the walls. During the crusader period the site started to be more firmly established as the place where 
Peter was imprisoned (Acts 4:3) and then the House of Caiaphas in which Jesus was mocked. 


Disagreement over the House of Caiaphas 
Though pilgrims’ reports back as far as AD 333 attest to this place being the site of the house of Caiaphas, 
archaeologists are divided. Some favor an alternate site for the high priest’s house at the Armenian Orthodox 
Church on the summit of Mount Zion, adjacent to the Dormition Abbey. Jerome Murphy—O’Connor consid-
ers it “much more likely that the house of the high priest was at the top of the hill.” Bargil Pixner, a former 



�153

Prior of the Dormition Abbey saying “this late and astonishing theory originated at the time of the Cru-
saders and is quite improbable.” Excavations at St. Peter 
in Gallicantu have revealed a water cistern, corn meal, 
storage chambers and servants quarters. Artifacts dis- 
covered include a complete set of weights and mea-
sures for liquids and solids as used by the priest in the 
temple and a door lintel with the word “Korban” (sacri-
ficial offering) inscribed in Hebrew. 


Steps That Jesus Trod 
Beside the church of St. Peter in Gallicantu, excava-
tions have brought to light a stepped street which in 
ancient times would have descended from Mt. Zion to 
the Kidron Valley. These stone steps were certainly in 
use in the time of Christ. On the evening of His arrest, 
He probably descended them with His disciples on 
their way from the last supper to Gethsemane. And, 
even if the House of Caiaphas was situated further up 
Mt. Zion than the pre- sent church, it would have been 
this route that Jesus was brought under guard to the 
high priest’s house. 


Notes and Reflections:

First Century Steps - likely Jesus 
walked these steps to Caiaphas’ house
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Background and Name 
The Tower of David also known as the Jerusalem Citadel, is 
an ancient citadel located near the Jaffa Gate entrance to the 
Old City of Jerusalem. 
The citadel that stands today dates to the Mamluk and Ot-
toman periods. It was built on the site of an earlier ancient 
fortification of the Hasmonean, Herodian, Byzantine and Early 
Muslim periods, after being destroyed repeatedly during the 
last decades of Crusader presence in the Holy Land. It con-
tains important archaeological finds dating back over 2,000 
years including a quarry dated to the First Temple period, and 
is a popular venue for benefit events, craft shows, concerts, 
and sound-and-light performances. 
Dan Bahat writes that the original three Hasmonean towers were altered by Herod, and that "The northeastern 
tower was replaced by a much larger, more massive tower, dubbed the "Tower of David" beginning in the 5th 
century C.E." The name "Tower of David" is due to Byzantine Christians who believed the site to be the 
palace of King David. They borrowed the name "Tower of David" from the Song of Songs, attributed to 
Solomon, King David's son, who wrote: "Thy neck is like the Tower of David built with turrets, whereon there 
hang a thousand shields, all the armor of the mighty men." (Song of Songs, 4:4) 


Herod’s Palace/ the Praetorium 
The Gospels state Jesus of Nazareth was brought before Pontius Pilate in the "praetorium", a Latin term re-
ferring to the tent of a general in a Roman encampment. Some scholars argue the praetorium would have 
been located in the Roman military barracks, which was at Antonia Fortress, about 1km away, while others 
say Pilate would have been a personal guest of King Herod, and as such, the trial took place in the palace 
compound. 


The Tower of David, an ancient citadel located near the Jaffa Gate entrance to the Old City of Jerusalem. In 
the Gospel of John, the trial of Jesus was described as taking place near a gate and on a bumpy stone 
pavement, and these details seem to fit with previous archaeological findings near the prison. 
"There is, of course, no inscription stating it happened here, but everything — archaeological, historical and 
gospel accounts — all falls into place and makes sense," Shimon Gibson, an archaeology professor at the 
University of North Carolina, told the Washington Post. 
The Tower of David Museum stands on the site of the Jerusalem Citadel, an ancient citadel dating back to the 
Mamluk and Ottoman periods located near the Jaffa Gate entrance to the Old City. 


Location:  
The site where archeologist have found the remnants of Herod’s Jerusalem Palace lie under an old jail called 
Kishle (Turkish “temporary encampment;” now an Israeli police station) Here, archeologists have the founda-
tions of King Herod’s Palace. This site is located just inside and south of Jaffa Gate in the Old City of 
Jerusalem. 

Passage Guidepost: The 
Citadel



�155

History:  
As evidenced by the archaeological discovery of the Broad Wall, King Hezekiah was the first to specifically 
fortify this area. The city's fortifications demonstrate that by the late eighth century the city had expanded to 

include the hill to the west of the 
Temple Mount. The motivation for 
building the walled fortification 
was the expected invasion of 
Judea by Sennacherib. The wall 
might be the one referred to in 
Nehemiah 3:8 and Isaiah 22:9-10. 
During the 2nd century BC, the 
Old City of Jerusalem expanded 
further onto the so-called Western 
Hill. This 773-meter-high promi-
nence, which comprises the mod-
ern Armenian and Jewish Quarters 
as well as Mount Zion, was 
bounded by steep valleys on all 
sides except for the	 northern 
one. The first settlement in this 
area was about 150 BC around 
the time of the Hasmonean kings 

when what Josephus Flavius named the First Wall was constructed. Herod, who wrestled the power away 
from the Hasmonean dynasty, added three massive towers to the fortifications in 37–34 BC. He built these 
at the vulnerable northwest corner of the Western Hill, where the Citadel is now located. His purpose was 
not only to defend the city, but to safeguard his own royal palace located nearby on Mount Zion. Herod 
named the tallest of the towers, 145 feet in height, the Phasael in memory of his brother who had committed 
suicide while in captivity. Another tower was called the Mariamne, named for his second wife whom he had 
executed and buried in a cave to 
the west of the tower. He named the third tower the Hippicus after one of his friends. Of the three towers, 
only the base of one of them survives until today - either the Phasael or, as argued by archaeologist Hillel 
Geva who excavated the Citadel, the Hippicus Tower. Following the destruction of Jerusalem by the Ro-
mans in 70 AD, the three towers were pre- served as a testimony of the might of the fortifications overcome 
by the Roman legions, and the site served as barracks for the Roman troops. When the empire adopted 
Christianity as its favoured religion in the 4th century, a community of monks established itself in the citadel. 
It was during the Byzantine period that the remaining Herodian tower, and by ex- tension the Citadel as a 
whole, acquired its alternative name - the Tower of David - after the Byzantines, mistakenly identifying the 
hill as Mount Zion, presumed it to be 
David's palace mentioned in 2 Samuel 
5:11, 11:1-27, 16:22. 


Biblical History and  
Significance  
John 18:28-38

Then they led Jesus from the house of 
Caiaphas to the praetorium. It was ear-
ly. They themselves did not enter the 
praetorium, so that they might not be 
defiled, but might eat the Passover. 29 
So Pilate went out to them and said, 
"What accusation do you bring against 
this man?" 30 They answered him, "If 
this man were not an evildoer, we 
would not have handed him over." 31 
Pilate said to them, "Take him your-
selves and judge him by your own law." 
The Jews said to him "it is not lawful for 
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us to put any man to death." 32 This was to fulfill the word which Jesus had spoken to show by what death 
he was to die. “There can be no doubt that on the occasions when [Pilate] stayed in Jerusalem, particularly 
during the Jewish festivities, he took up residence at Herod’s old palace situated on the west side of the 
city, also known as the praetorium. The word praetorium might refer to a palace or a judicial military seat, 
but it is likely that in Jerusalem it referred to the entire palace compound, which on the north included pala-
tial buildings used for residential purposes and on the south, military barracks.” (Shimon Gibson) 


Biblical Archaeology and Significant Discoveries 
When the Romans assumed direct control over Palestine in 6 CE the Roman Procurator (governor) resided 
in the Herodian palace. According to the New Testament Jesus was judged here. Jewish "rebels" were 
summoned before the Roman ruler and were scourged and then crucified (as told in Josephus' War). The 
cruelty was one of the causes of the First Jewish War. In 66 CE Jewish rebels attacked and burnt the 
palace. According to Josephus "they dug a mine from a great distance and made it totter (War, 2:435)". De-
struction layers coming from the attack were found in archaeological remains in the south of the courtyard, 
where once one of Herod's towers must have stood. Four years later, the Roman general Titus conquered 
the city, burnt the Temple, and garrisoned his troops beside the remains of the destroyed palace. The Hero-
dian towers were left standing. The Roman tenth legion camped on the site of Herod's old palace for 200 
years. 


Visitors to Jerusalem’s Old City can now explore remains of King Herod’s palace, which may be where Ro-
man governor Pontius Pilate tried and condemned Jesus of Nazareth to death. Excavating from 1999–2000 
underneath an abandoned Ottoman-period prison known as the Kishle—which is part of the so-called Tow-
er of David complex—Israel Antiquities Authority archaeologist Amit Re’em uncovered the foundation walls 
and sewage system of Herod’s Jerusalem palace. Tours offered through the Tower of David Museum will 
showcase these finds. 


Tradition dating back to the medieval period places the praetorium—where the trial of Jesus was held, ac-
cording to the Gospels—in the Antonia Fortress in the northeastern part of the Old City. The Antonia 
Fortress, however, would have been too small to be the residence and headquarters of the governor; its 
main purpose, furthermore, was to serve as a military observation tower. Scholarly consensus today as-
sociates the praetorium with Herod’s palace on the western side of the city. “Herod’s palace was not a 
building—it was a compound,” Shimon Gibson told Bible History Daily. “The compound was ideal for Ro-
man governors.” 


In The World of Jesus, Gibson explains why it’s likely the praetorium was located in Herod’s palace com-
plex: “There can be no doubt that on the occasions when [Pilate] stayed in Jerusalem, particularly during the 
Jewish festivities, he took up residence at Herod’s old palace situated on the west side of the city, also 
known as the praetorium. The word praetorium might refer to a palace or a judicial military seat, but it is like-
ly that in Jerusalem it referred to the entire palace compound, which on the north included palatial buildings 
used for residential purposes and on the south, military barracks.” 


Notes and Reflections:
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As Jesus neared the end of His days here on earth, He made His way from Jericho back toward 
Jerusalem, despite knowing the “brood of vipers” that waited for Him in despicable envy. Luke 19 records 
how He drew near to Bethany, just east of Jerusalem, and acquired a colt to carry Him the rest of the way. 
As the colt must have carefully picked its way down the steep face of the Mount of Olives and into the 
cleft of the narrow Kidron valley, Jesus’ followers reverently laid palm branches and cloaks on the path in 
front of Him, loudly rejoicing and praising God. The fault-finding, bitter Pharisees wanted Jesus to admon-
ish the joyful crowd, but He refused, saying, “If these were silent, the very stones would cry out!” 


The stones did cry out not many days later, when the sun’s light failed and Jesus breathed out His life. 
Bedrock shook and split open, the enormous temple curtain was torn in two from top to bottom, and 
tombs opened, their occupants soon emerging to go forth into the city, bearing witness to the power of 
God. The crowds that had condescendingly ridiculed Him as they gathered to see the terrible spectacle of 
His crucifixion returned to their homes, mourning. 


What if stones could speak? What would they say? Those stones are still there; though no doubt shifted, 
buried, buckled, and moved aside over thousands of years.  If the stones deeply embedded in the broad, 
patchwork farmed plains of today’s Jezreel Valley could speak, what could we learn about the long-ago 
gathering of the immense Midianite and Amalekite armies, with camels as numerous as the sand on the 
seashore? How would they describe the blood-curdling noises from Gideon’s army of 300 splitting the si-
lence of the night, and the ensuing mayhem as the Lord set His enemies against one another? If the 
stones forming the precipice high above Nazareth could speak, could they explain the mob mentality of 
infuriated men and women from Jesus’ own hometown, as they drove Him to the edge, intent on killing 
Him? What of the pebbles lining the shore along the Sea of Galilee? Were sandaled toes splashing and 

cloaks pooling in the wa-
ter as the spiritually - and 
physically - hungry multi-
tudes crept closer and 
closer to hear the words 
of Jesus? And the five 
smooth stones that David 
drew from the brook in the 
valley of Elah - if they 
could tell the story, what 
strength could we draw 
from their account of 
David’s fearless and faith-
ful sprint toward the giant 
Goliath?


Somewhere in Jerusalem, 
inside a tomb hewn from 
solid rock, there is a stone 
upon which the lifeless 
body of Jesus once laid. 
No one is certain of the 
exact location - for if we 
did know, it would doubt-
less be enshrined and 

venerated, the tomb itself revered even more than the Man who rose from within. We can, however, visit 
possible sites that give us clues from the first century. One such site is tucked away just off a side street 
not far from Jerusalem’s bustling Damascus Gate and crowded Muslim quarter. Set inside a garden, high 
limestone walls surround this tranquil place, muffling the intrusive sounds of honking cars and the wailing 

The Stones Cry Out
by Carla Moore, via Christian Woman magazine 


(Reflections on the Garden Tomb)
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strains of the Muslim call to prayer that drift in from nearby minarets. Inside the walled enclosure, imposing-
ly tall pines and the outspread fronds of palm trees blanket the graveled walkways below in welcome 
shade. Flowerbeds are filled with colorful hibiscus, and ankle-high blue and white terra cotta signs welcome 
visitors to what is referred to as the “Garden Tomb”.


The interior of the tomb 
is cool and dark; its only 
source of light is the 
open door. Inside the six 
by nine foot room is a 
“weeping chamber”, 
and to the right, behind 
ugly modern metal bars, 
are burial shelves with 
crosses from the Byzan-
tine era painted above 
them. The chiseled 
stone floor is uneven. A 
trough runs along the 
exterior of the door, giv-
ing evidence for a first-
century tomb with a 
rolling stone door. A 
large cistern is nearby. 
2000 years ago, in a 
place like this, silent 
stones witnessed an 
event that altered the 
lives of every soul that 
has ever lived.


If these stones had words, 
they could tell of two unlikely men, secret followers of Jesus and yet colleagues of His most fierce and vi-
cious critics, who boldly took His body down from the cross and prepared it for burial.  They must have set 
aside their phylacteries and fringes, removing those outward displays of righteousness in order to humbly 
set about their task of cleansing and caring for His bruised body. Did they carefully remove the barbaric, 
thorny crown from His scalp, rinsing the dried blood from His tangled hair with apologetic fingers? I wonder 
if tears flowed from their eyes as they cleansed His wounded hands and feet and wrapped them in aloes, 
spices, and clean linen. Not many hours later, would the stones that made up this tomb have words to de-
scribe breath, life and light coming back into Jesus’ body, as He sighed and sat up, removing and folding 
the cloth that had covered His face?


Not all stones are silent. Peter described Jesus as a living stone, and though He was rejected by men, to 
the Father He was chosen and precious (1 Pet. 2:4). He is the cornerstone; the foundation stone from which 
we, “like living stones are being built up as a spiritual house,” (v. 5) and we “proclaim the excellencies” (v. 9) 
of God. We living stones cry out the precious messages drawn from the events witnessed by silent stones: 
the humanness of Gideon’s unfolding courage, the prideful indignation of the Nazareth Jews, the Galileans’ 
intense hunger for Jesus’ words, and David’s absolute trust in his Heavenly Father. As those living stones, 
we must set aside our selfish pride and foolish quarrels, and humbly and tenderly care for the Lord’s body 
today, remembering His sacrifice and our debt. 


Toward dawn on that long-ago first day of the week, the earth shook again, and an angel with a blazing 
countenance rolled away the sealed stone from the door: not to allow Jesus to walk out, but to allow wit-
nesses to walk in. He had conquered death! And while the stone tomb is empty, it is not silent: it cries out 
still today with the good news that “He is not here, for He is risen”!
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Passage Guidepost:  
Aphek / Antipatris

Background and Name 
Also known as Tel Afeq, Tel Aphek, Tell Ras el-'Ain, Abu Butrus, Aphik, 
Apuki, Apuku, Arethusa, 'Auja, Binar Bashi.  Tel Aphek (Afek, Antipatris) 
was a gateway on the main trade route from north to south. More than 
6,000 years of successive cities have been built on the mound over-
looking the springs of the Yarkon river. Aphek has always been a 
strategic fortress because of its geographical location. The strategic na-
ture of this site continued through the Turkish period, and the fort pictured at left was built by the Ot-
toman ruler Suleiman the Magnificent.

 	 	 	 

Location 
Tel Aphek (Afek) is strategically located on a pass along the north-south Via Maris, the ancient road that 
connected the regions north of Israel (Mesopotamia, Asia Minor and Syria) to the south (Egypt). This nar-
row pass of 2KM was an ideal location for the ancient city, since the trade caravans had to pass at this 
site. The passage was blocked on both sides of the city:  eastwards to the sea was the Yarkon River and 
its marsh lands, and westwards are the hills of Samaria. 


History: 
Chalcolithic period - The city was first settled during the end of the Chalcolithic period 
(4,500-3,150BC). The first walled city was established in the early Canaanite period (3,300-3,000BC).


Canaanite (Bronze Age) - The city expanded during the beginning of the early Bronze Age 
(3150-2700BC) and was built over a high mound which defended the city, in addition to the water and 
muddy swamps that provided a natural protection to the city. It was abandoned from 2,700 until 2,000.  
In the 20th - 18th B.C. the city was rebuilt, with massive earthen ramparts that increased its defensibility, 
becoming a major fortified Canaanite city in the middle Bronze (2200-1550BC) and late Bronze periods 
(1550-1200BC). 

The city is referenced in several Egyptian sources, starting in the 19th C Egyptian (12th Dynasty) enemy-
curse clay tablets as "Aphkm". The city is one of the cities that were conquered by Egyptian Pharaoh 
Thutmose III, just before the famous battle near Megiddo (1468 BC), which resulted in the Egyptian con-
quest of Canaan for 350 years. The Egyptians had to subdue some mutinies, such as in 1431 and 1429 
by Amenhotep II, who listed Aphek among the cities he passed through.

Excavations in the Egyptian Governor's house, on top of the Tel, are from the Late Bronze Age 
(1,550-1,200 BC). Additionally, 5 superimposed palaces from the Bronze Age were excavated. They re-
vealed many findings, including seals and rare scrolls.


Israelites (Iron Age) - The excavations inside the fortress reconstructed an Iron Age I (1200-1000BC) 
layer above the Bronze Age layer. Aphek was one of the Canaanite cities that yielded to the Israelites led 
by Joshua (as per Joshua 12).  During the 12th C and 11th C, Aphek was part of the Philistine territory. 
The city was also the site of the great battlefield of Ebenzer with the Philistines at the times of the judges 
(about 1050 BC), with tragic results for the Israelites, including the loss of the sacred ark of covenant.  
During the times of King Saul there were several attempts to kick the Philistines out of Israel. King Saul's 
fatal battle in Mt. Gilboa against them resulted in his death, and according to the Biblical description the 
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Philistines assembled their forces in Aphek (1 Samuel 29:1: "Now the Philistines gathered together all 
their armies to Aphek..."). Only during King David's Kingdom, the Philistine's former ally, the attempts to 
push them back finally prevailed, and Aphek returned to Israel  (about 1000 BC).  In 928BC the King-
doms of Judea/Judah and Israel separated, and Aphek was part of the Israel Northern Kingdom.


Assyrian conquest - In the 8th C the Assyrians conquered the Israel Kingdom. The intrusions of Tiglath-
Pileser III  (Kings II 15:29, 734-732BC) and the intrusion of Shalmaneser V and Sargon II (Kings II 17: 3; 
724-712) ended the Kingdom of the 10 tribes. Aphek is listed as one of the cities conquered and de-
stroyed during the Assyrian intrusions, and their residents were exiled and replaced.  Aphek is also listed 
in Assyrian sources in a description of their campaign against Egypt (Eserchadan; 669 BC). This was 
their peak in conquests, which lasted until 610 BC when the Assyrian empire finally ended.


Babylonian and Persian -  The Babylonian empire rose after the fall of the Assyrians (610BC), defeated 
the Egyptians (609BC) and conquered the land until the Nile (2 Kings 24 7): "... for the king of Babylon 
had taken from the river of Egypt unto the river Euphrates all that pertained to the king of Egypt".  After 
10 years under Babylonian control, Jehoiakim King of Judah mutinied, and so the Babylonians reached 
the gates of Jerusalem (598) and placed it under siege (2 Kings 24 10): "At that time the servants of 
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came up against Jerusalem, and the city was besieged".  See also Je-
remiah 22 18-19; 2 Kings 24 14-15; 2 Kings 24 17. 

However, after some time (589) Zedekiah mutinied, which brought Nebuchadnezzar to destroy the Judah 
kingdom completely. The Babylonians passed through the city of Aphek (587) on their way to Judah. In 
this intrusion most of the cities were leveled. Close to the end, only Jerusalem, Lachish and Azekah were 
left fighting (Jeremiah 34 7).  The Babylonian empire lasted another 50 years later, and the new power - 
the Persian Empire - allowed the exiled Judea residents to return to Jerusalem and rebuilt the area 
around it. Aphek was still outside of the Jewish region.


Hellenistic and Hasmonean – Pegae - During the Hellenistic period (4th-1st C BC) the city was reestab-
lished and called Pegae ("springs" in Greek). It was a border city with Judea, and collected taxes from 
the traffic across the pass.  In 133 BC the Judea Hasmonean Kingdom, under Hyrcanus I (134-104BC), 
finally conquered the city of Pegae.  The Greek Seleucids, however, tried to reclaim their lost territories.  
In 94-84 BC the great Hasmonean King Alexander Yanai (Jannaeus, 103-76BC) fortified the line stretch-
ing from the hills east to Pegae/Aphek, along the Yarkon river, and all the way to the sea. (Wars 1 4 7):   
"Yet did that Antiochus, who was also called Dionysius, become an origin of troubles again. This man 
was the brother of Demetrius, and the last of the race of the Seleucids. Alexander was afraid of him, 
when he was marching against the Arabians; so he cut a deep trench between Antipatris, which was 
near the mountains, and the shores of Joppa; he also erected a high wall before the trench, and built 
wooden towers, in order to hinder any sudden approaches. But still he was not able to exclude Anti-
ochus, for he burnt the towers, and filled up the trenches, and marched on with his army".  


Early Roman period - Arethusa and Antipatris.  In 63BC the Roman Pompey the Great conquered 
Judea, and renamed the city to Arethusa (which is, in Greek Mythology, a Nereid nymph who became a 
fountain). Thus started 400 years of Roman rule in Aphek.

Herod the Great (37-4BC) expanded the Judah kingdom, under the Roman rule. He sided Octavian (Au-
gustus) against Anthony and Cleopatra. Cleopatra controlled the city of Arethusa, after receiving it from 
her lover.  The victorious Augustus gave him the city and the area as a bonus (30 BC).  Herod expanded 
the city in 9BC, naming it after his father - Antipatris - which was his Greek name.  

Antipatris is not listed in Jesus travels, since Jesus traveled through the center and eastern side of the 
country. However, the city is mentioned in connection with Paul's journey to Rome: in 63 AD the Romans 
led St. Paul through the city on the way to Caesarea, as written in Acts.

The nearby Jewish city, named Migdal Aphek, was damaged during the great revolt against the Romans 
(68AD).  The Roman general Vespasian pitched his camp on the hill and stayed there for 3 days. (Wars 4, 
9:1):  "...at the beginning of the spring he took the greatest part of his army, and led it from Caesarea to 
Antipatris, where he spent two days in settling the affairs of that city, and then, on the third day, he 
marched on, laying waste and burning all the neighboring villages".
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Late Roman period - Antipatris at its peak - The city reached its peak during the late Roman period 
(132-324 AD). The excavated ruins along the Cardo, including the shops and public houses, belong to 
this period.


Byzantine - The city was damaged by a massive earthquake in 363 AD, when most of the cities in the 
Galilee and Israel sustained severe damages.  The city did not recover - during the Byzantine period 
(324-638AD) it was a small military station.


Crusaders - The Crusaders (1099-1291 AD) protected their pilgrimage route from Acre to Jerusalem with 
a series of forts and police stations. The nearby fortress of Migdal Aphek ("Mirabel") was one of these 
fortresses.


Ottoman - The fortified Khan (hostel) was commissioned by Ottoman Sultan Selim II (1566-1574), the 
son of Suleiman the Magnificent - the great builder of Jerusalem and other cities in the empire.  The cas-
tle was built during 1571-1574, on top of the earlier layers, and protected this important gateway. It was 
called "Binar Basahi" - the head of the springs. This castle is the structure that stands today on the top 
of the hill.


British Mandate - During the British Mandate (1920-1948) a large pumping station was built here on top 
of the hill. The station stored the waters pumped from the springs, performed filtration and chlorination. 
The water was stored underground, then pumped up to Jerusalem. The water supply operated from 
1936 through 1939.  In 1948 the Iraqi forces held the building and attacked the neighboring villages, but 
surrendered to Palmach forces. You can see the results of these attacks as bullet hole scars on the walls 
of British building.


Modern times - Tel Aphek - Today the ancient site is a large National park, a recommended archaeolog-
ical, picnic and sports site.

	  	 

Biblical History and Significance  
Joshua 12:7, 18 - "And these are the kings of the country which Joshua and the children of Israel smote 
on this side Jordan on the west...The king of Aphek, one."


1 Samuel 4:1-11  - A great battle between the Israelites and the Philistines was conducted here during 
the times of the judges. The Israelites camped at Ebenezer (site near Aphek), while the Philistines 
camped at the city. The Israelites lost the first battle and 4,000 men. To reclaim their victory they brought 
in the ark of the covenant from Shiloh, but lost another battle, 30,000 men and the ark.  "And the word of 
Samuel came to all Israel. Now Israel went out against the Philistines to battle, and pitched beside 
Ebenezer: and the Philistines pitched in Aphek. And the Philistines put themselves in array against Israel: 
and when they joined battle, Israel was smitten before the Philistines: and they slew of the army in the 
field about four thousand men".  And when the people were come into the camp, the elders of Israel 
said, Wherefore hath the LORD smitten us to day before the Philistines? Let us fetch the ark of the 
covenant of the LORD out of Shiloh unto us, that, when it cometh among us, it may save us out of the 
hand of our enemies.  So the people sent to Shiloh, that they might bring from thence the ark of the 
covenant of the LORD of hosts, which dwelleth between the cherubim: and the two sons of Eli, Hophni 
and Phinehas, were there with the ark of the covenant of God. And when the ark of the covenant of the 
LORD came into the camp, all Israel shouted with a great shout, so that the earth rang again. And when 
the Philistines heard the noise of the shout, they said, What meaneth the noise of this great shout in the 
camp of the Hebrews? And they understood that the ark of the LORD was come into the camp. And the 
Philistines were afraid, for they said, God is come into the camp. And they said, Woe unto us! for there 
hath not been such a thing heretofore. Woe unto us! who shall deliver us out of the hand of these mighty 
Gods? these are the Gods that smote the Egyptians with all the plagues in the wilderness. Be strong and 
quit yourselves like men, O ye Philistines, that ye be not servants unto the Hebrews, as they have been 
to you: quit yourselves like men, and fight.  And the Philistines fought, and Israel was smitten, and they 
fled every man into his tent: and there was a very great slaughter; for there fell of Israel thirty thousand 
footmen.  And the ark of God was taken; and the two sons of Eli, Hophni and Phinehas, were slain.”


Acts 23: 31 - Paul was led by the Roman soldiers on his way to Caesarea, and stayed overnight in the 
city. "...Then the soldiers, as it was commanded them, took Paul, and brought him by night to Antipatris.  
On the morrow they left the horsemen to go with him, and returned to the castle:  Who, when they came 
to Caesarea and delivered the epistle to the governor, presented Paul also before him".
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Biblical Geography  
Through the city also passed the main road from Caesarea, the large Roman city, to Jerusalem, and from 
Aphek to Jaffa and the coastal parallel road to Egypt. It was located on the strategic main highway - the 
way of the Sea or King's highway ("Let me pass through thy land...  we will go along by the king's high way, 
until we be past thy borders"; Numbers 21:22).


Biblical Archaeology and Significant Discoveries  
The excavations revealed a city continuously inhabited from the Chalcolithic (Circa 4500-3250 B.C.) to the 
Ottoman (1516-1917 A.D.) period

Ottoman Fortress - The Ottomans built a large fortified Khan in the 16th C, which protected the pass, and 
also served as a hostel for the caravans that passed through the Land.  Under the large trees and near the 
closest walls are traces of the excavations under the fortress, with Bronze Age remains. The fortress is en-
tered through the gate seen below, near the north-east side tower. The tower and the fortress were built 
over the earlier layers: on a lower layer, behind and below the green fence, is the north most section of the 
Roman road, which is seen extending behind the tower on the left side. The Ottomans reused the ancient 
stones to build the castle.


Crusader Castle (located nearby at another location)

The Crusaders also recognized the strategic value of this area and built a castle on the hill overlooking the 
ancient site.  This castle was called “Migdal Aphek” (Tower of Aphek) and was built over the site of a Jewish 
fort from the time of the First Jewish Revolt (AD 66-70).  The castle is also known as “Mirabel” (beautiful 
view).  Most of the ruins visible today are from the Turkish period.


Roman City - The main Road in the Roman city was the "Cardo". Here in Antipatris, the Roman city estab-
lished by Herod, the Cardo is oriented in a south-east to north-west orientation, on top of the Tel. The exca-
vated road can be first seen under the south-east tower of the fortress. The Roman layer is under the 
fortress, since it predated it by about 1300 years.  The excavated Cardo extends for 300 M from the 
fortress. This section is on the east side, with a view towards the east. On both sides are traces of the ruins 
of the Roman/Byzantine city.  On the side of the Cardo street is a Roman period Odeon - a roofed mini-the-
ater which was used for musical shows, poetry reading, poetry competitions and singing exercises.


Egyptian Fort - In the Late Bronze Age, the Egyptians established a post here to guard the road.  Excava-
tions uncovered a number of inscriptions from this “governor’s residence.”  Sometime later, Aphek was the 
location of the Philistine encampment when they fought the Israelites and captured the Ark of the Covenant 
(1 Sam 4).  At the end of Saul’s reign, the Philistines gathered here again, and David was turned back and 
not allowed to join the battle against the Israelites (1 Sam 29).


Bronze and Iron Age Palaces – The archaeologists also traced 5 superimposed palaces.  Along the Ottoman 
northern walls are traces of the Early Bronze and Middle Bronze period fortifications, which line with the 
slopes of the hill. Large-scale habitation at the site began in the Early Bronze Age (3250-2250 B.C.). Ar-
chaeologist uncovered residential buildings, a large building with rounded corners, and a city wall made of 
three courses of fieldstones topped by mudbricks. Even at this early date, the entire tell was occupied. 
(Soundings were taken throughout the tell.) By Early Bronze Age II (3000-2700 B.C.), the site featured sev-
eral broad houses arrayed on both sides of two streets. But by Early Bronze Age III (2700-2250 B.C.) the 
site went into a decline, as shown by a dearth of pottery sherds from that period, and by Early Bronze Age 
IV (2250-2000 B.C.) Aphek was completely deserted. 

The beginning of the Middle Bronze Age (2000-1500 B.C.) saw Aphek reborn as an important city once 
again. The excavators were able to distinguish six distinct phases of occupation. As in the earlier period, the 
entire tell was settled. The excavators uncovered homes, tombs and a new city wall, more than 11 feet 
wide, built slightly uphill from the earlier wall. Smaller finds included storage jars with bichrome (two-color) 
paint, incised decoration or applied relief. Aphek's Middle Bronze Age inhabitants also erected, in succes-
sion, three palaces at the site. The first and third were built on Aphek's acropolis, the city's highest point, on 
the tell's northwest corner. A huge fire, caused by invading Egyptians, destroyed Palace III at the end of the 
Middle Bronze Age (about 1550 B.C.).
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Aphek enjoyed a renaissance during the Late Bronze Age (1550-1200 B.C.). The period saw the building of 
three more palaces—in the 15th, 14th and 13th centuries B.C. The last of these, a two-story structure, was 
the most significant; it was home to Egypt's local ruler, and Kochavi dubbed it the Egyptian Governor's Res-
idence. It was built of solid stone walls 5 feet thick and measured 3,600 square feet. A trough stood at the 
entrance for watering horses. The Egyptian governor's house yielded several cuneiform tablets in Akkadian 
(the diplomatic lingua franca of the time), including one complete tablet in which Takuhlinu, an official in 
Ugarit, on the Mediterranean coast of modern Syria, requests that Haya, the governor at Aphek and the top 
Egyptian officer in Canaan, send him grain. The identities of the two officials, who are also known from other 
historical sources, allowed archaeologist to pinpoint the date of the Late Bronze Age destruction of Aphek to 
about 1240 B.C. The discovery of the letter from Ugarit, Kochavi says, was not only an important archaeo-
logical find but was important for the excavation as well. "We really came on the map when we found it."

After the 1240 B.C. destruction, Aphek was largely abandoned for about a century. The twelfth century B.C. 
saw the building of two residential areas; one contained well-built, square structures with paved courtyards 
and a poorer section with more slapdash buildings. In this poorer area archaeologist found fishhooks, net 
weights and turtle shells—clear indications that the area was home to fishermen.


The Philistines arrived at Aphek in the 11th century B.C. Among the artifacts they left behind were several 
figurine heads of Ashdoda (a Philistine goddess), a clay tablet inscribed in an undeciphered script (scholars 
have yet to crack the Philistine language) and Philistine-style pottery. But Aphek was also something of a 
cultural crossroads. 


Archaeologist found tenth-century B.C. stone-lined silos—which appear at many Israelite sites—built into 
the debris of Aphek's 11th or 12th-century B.C. strata. By the tenth century B.C., the Israelite presence at 
Aphek is unmistakable; in addition to the silos, a totally different layout of the site indicates the presence of 
new inhabitants.


Notes and Reflections  
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Passage Guidepost: Megiddo

Background and Name  
The name Megiddo may come from a form of the Hebrew verb (gadad) 
which means to cut or invade, with a very special connotation. Accord-
ing to HAW Theological Wordbook of the Old Testament, in nine out of 
eleven occurrences this verb specifically refers to forbidden self-lacera-
tion in an act of worship (Deuteronomy 14:1, 1 Kings 18:28, Jeremiah 
16:6). And when in Genesis 49:19 Jacob blesses his sons on his 
deathbed, he speaks of Gad (whose name comes from this verb). 
Megiddo also has some connection to the masculine noun (gedud), meaning a band of raiders, possibly 
(as BDB Theological Dictionary suggests) in the sense of invaders or a guerrilla group severed from a main 
group or society (1 Samuel 30:8, 1 Kings 11:24). In later scriptures this word also came to denote military 
divisions in Israel (1 Chronicles 7:4, Micah 4:14) and carries with it the idea of “a place of crowds or multi-
tudes” and indeed over the centuries many multitudes of people have either inhabited this place or have 
passed by it on the way to places like Phoenicia, Egypt, or the Mesopotamia. 

One can just imagine the caravans of traders or host of armies passing by Megiddo in quest of some 
great fortune, or on their way to conquer some new land, or perhaps to even take control of these agricul-
turally rich fields. Over the past 4000 years no less than 34 bloody conflicts have occurred either at 
Megiddo or in the rich fertile fields of the Jezreel Valley below. Over this span of time individuals like 
Joshua, Solomon, Deborah, Josiah, Nebuchadnezzar, and the 18th century Napoleon Bonaparte all saw 
this area as an important military objective. If a nation was victorious on this battle field and gained control 

of the city for which it was named, the spoils of war would be 
abundant. Is it any wonder then that in the book of Revelation, 
this place, Har Megiddo, or Armageddon, would be used to 
symbolize a decisive battle and crushing defeat over Satan and 
his emissaries? Megiddo has a tremendous message, and it is 
truly a battlefield for the ages. 
Today, Megiddo is also known as Armageddon, el-Lejjun, Tell 
el-Mutesellim, Tel Megiddo, Campus Legionis, Har Megiddo, 
Har-Megeddon, Harmagedon, Isar-Megiddo, and Megiddon], 
but Tel Megiddo is perhaps to the modern visitor the most im-
portant. A Tel is an Arabic word meaning mound, and 
on this artificial mound archeologists have found successive 
civilizations built one right on top of the other. As one civiliza-
tion or town was destroyed, eventually another was built on top 
to take its place.  Sometimes a city was burned and reduced to 

thick layer of ash and at other times it fell into ruin because of an earthquake or conquering army. Using 
the foundations and materials that remained, newer cities were built on top of those that existed before 
creating a man-made earthen mound. 

 
Location: 
Megiddo is located on the eastern edge of the Carmel Mountain Range, about halfway down the western 
side of the Jezreel Valley, and a little over 15 miles east of the Mediterranean Sea. 
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History: 
Starting at the top of the mound and working downward one could through the successive layers of 
debris observe the various strata or city layers. The layers closer to the top of the mound are the rem-
nants of earlier cities, while those at the bottom are 
the remains from much older civilizations. So the 
more one digs, the further back in time one goes. A 
village had been established on the hill of Megiddo at 
the end of the 6th millennium BCE, but the first forti-
fied urban settlement, the remains of which were un-
covered on bedrock in the eastern part of the tel, 
dates from the beginning of the 3rd millennium BCE. 
As we peer through this portal of the ancient past 
and gaze from the bottom of this tel toward the top, it 
is like watching various periods of history pass before 
our very own eyes. The higher we go the more we 
learn about what took place here, and what ancient 
civilizations and nations thought about the promi-
nence and importance of this location which over-
looks the Jezreel valley. 
In examining the layers of this mound it is obvious that there were numerous cities built here. In fact ar-
chaeologists have determined that some 20 cities were built at Megiddo, one above the other and done 
so over the course of 5,000 years. The earliest of these cities belonged to the Canaanites who built 
numerous altars to their gods. Remains of those altars, as well as the entirety of these grounds are be-
ing preserved by the Israeli historical foundation and are a part of the Megiddo National Parks Founda-
tion. This park is preserving a part of Israel’s history, and in the process is giving us a window into the 
biblical world. 
Next to the gate in the eastern wall stood the palace of the Canaanite kings of Megiddo. This was a 
very large and splendid palace, its rooms built around a courtyard. Gold jewelry and ivories found in the 
palace treasury provide evidence of the wealth of the kings of Megiddo and their political and commer-
cial links with neighboring lands and cultures. 
Megiddo is mentioned many times in Egyptian royal inscriptions from the 15th to the 13th centuries BC. 
They attest to the city's importance as the center of Egyptian administration in Canaan and as a logisti-
cal base on the road north to the Mesopotamia. 
As one moves further up the tel he or she will encounter a time associated with the united and divided 
kingdoms of Israel (11th Century B.C. to 8th Century B.C.). After this period Megiddo has been aban-
doned follow- ing the Assyrian invasion, but in 2005 the ruins of a very early church building were found 
in its vicinity. 


Biblical History and Significance: 
Megiddo is mentioned 18 times in the Old Testament. The following texts are selected references: 
Joshua 17: 11-12 - The Bible tells that the city was not conquered by the Israelites (Tribe of Manasseh) 
at the time of the conquest of Israel.1 Kings 9:15 - Only later, during King David's times, the city be-
came part of the Jewish state. His son, King Solomon, constructed the great walls, including the fa-
mous gate which was later unearthed by the archaeological digs. "And this is the reason of the levy 
which king Solomon raised; for to build the house of the LORD, and his own house, and Millo, and the 
wall of Jerusalem, and Hazor, and Megiddo, and Gezer." 1 Kings 4:26 - "And Solomon had forty thou-
sand stalls of horses for his chariots, and twelve thousand horsemen". 2 Kings 15:29 - The Assyrians 
captured the Galilee (732 BC), and made Megiddo the capital of the region. " In the days of Pekah king 
of Israel came Tiglathpileser king of Assyria, and took Ijon, and Abelbethmaachah, and Janoah, and 
Kedesh, and Hazor, and Gilead, and Galilee, all the land of Naphtali, and carried them captive to Assyr-
ia". 2 Kings 23:29 - King Josiah tried to block the armies from Egypt to pass through Megiddo, but was 
defeated there (year 609BC) which was a terrible tragedy for the Jewish state. 

Revelation 16:14-16 - In Revelation 16, where Armageddon is mentioned, the judgment of God is pic-
tured as bowls of wrath being poured out upon those who have worshipped the beast (i.e. Rome) and 
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persecuted the people of God (16:6). In a brief interlude between the sixth and seventh bowl, persecuted 
Christians are given another image of judgment; this time it is a scene of war between the unclean spirits of 
the Satan’s allies and that of God almighty. Their symbolic battle field? It is the Hill of Megiddo, Armaged-
don a symbol of control and dominance, a symbol of heartache and failure. 


Biblical References: Jos. 12:2; Jos. 17:11; Jdg. 1:27; Jdg. 5:19; 1 Ki. 4:12; 1 Ki. 9:15; 2 Ki. 9:27; 2 Ki. 
23:29; 2 Ki. 23:30; 1 Chr. 7:29; 2 Chr. 35:22 


Biblical Geography: 
Multitudes of people have either inhabited Megiddo or have passed by it on the way to places like Phoeni-
cia, Egypt, or the Mesopotamia. One can just imagine the caravans of traders or host of armies passing by 
Megiddo in quest of some great fortune, or on their way to conquer some new land, or perhaps to even 
take control of these agriculturally rich fields. The fields below Megiddo are situated on an important and 
well-traveled intersection of highway. A highway that went from Egypt in the South to countries in the North 
along the Mediterranean and on over into the Mesopotamia, a region between the Tigris and Euphrates 
rivers. This highway today is known by historical geographers as the International North South route with 
one of its branches cross- ing the Jezreel Valley and then snaking its way through the mountain ranges of 
Carmel and Galilee. The name Jezreel is a Hebrew word meaning "God sows” and was sometimes used to 
refer to the central part of the valley, around the city of Jezreel, but the southwestern portion of the same 
valley is often referred to as the "valley of Megiddo", because of the town situated on a small hill overlook-
ing this prized piece of real estate. 
These plains are also been known as the Plain of Esdraelon which is the Koine Greek word for Jezreel. 
Looking then north across the valley of Jezreel, or south down the Sharon plain, it is easy to imagine a car-
avan of traders or an army of men moving through the land of Israel. As they traveled through, they would 
eventually run head-long into the Mount Carmel range, and would have to choose one of three narrow 
passes through the mountain to continue on to their destination. One of those passes went by Jokneam, 
another at Taanach, and the third at Megiddo. If a nation or army controlled Megiddo they could control the 
pass at the nearby creek bed known as Arah, or in Arabic the Wadi Arah, situated right here in the valley of 
Megiddo. If they controlled this valley, then they controlled the traffic moving up and down its roads, and 
thus its commerce and the spoils of war. Megiddo then was a commercial gold mine, and an important mil-
itary objective for it was through this valley that armies would be forced to travel as they passed through 
the land bridge of Israel on their way to other important objectives.


Biblical Archaeology and Significant Discoveries 
Notice also the numerous stone mangers from which horses or other animals could drink or eat. A manger, 
by the way, that would have been quite large enough for a small child to be laid. At Megiddo we also find a 
large grain silo and storehouses for grain and other food and trade items signifying that this must have 
been an important city for commerce. We also see fortified walls; some built in a very unique way that 
came to be known as an architectural style found during the time of early Israelite nation, at about the 10th 

century B.C. Notice how these casement walls possessed both an outer and an inner wall which were con-
nected at various intervals by a perpendicular cross section. These short connecting walls were situated at 
strategic intervals for the purpose of both strengthening the outer wall but also as a means to provide small 
areas for storage and living accommodations. In the event of an attack by an enemies’ battering ram, the 
weakened area of the wall could be easily filled with debris to form a solid thick structure where a breach 
was threatened. 


Walking along the perimeter this 3000 year old wall, an investigator would soon discover an important ac-
cess point that had been fortified with a six chambered gate. The gate of a city was an important place 
where enemies could be detained, official rulings could be made, and where artisans and businessmen 
would gather in peddling their wares and produce. I can only imagine the buzz of activity in and around this 
gate, and how that to be known here as either as a successful business owner or official magistrate, would 
be considered quite an honor; something similar to the virtuous woman of Proverbs 31:23 who whose hus-
band was “known in the gates.” 
Megiddo also had a unique water system. To protect its spring which lay outside the city, inhabitants of 
Megiddo built a thick wall overtop camouflaged by covering of earth and then constructed a 262 feet long 
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tunnel from within the city walls to the natural spring outside thereby giving the city’s inhabitants constant 
access to a water supply necessary for daily living and survival. 


All of these discoveries reveal a level of sophistication and complexity associated with a grand city of enor-
mous importance. It reveals that Megiddo was a city of great consequence and an important administrative 
center for governing and trade, but the Bible tells us that Megiddo was quite important as well. Mentioned 
first in the book of Joshua, it was captured by the Israelites during the conquest and was given to Man-
asseh as a part of their tribal allotment. Failing to drive out its former in habitants, Israel forfeited this com-
mercial mecca to the Canaanites and did not retain until the days of the United Monarchy in the 11th Centu-
ry B.C. when David and Solomon came to the throne. 


According to 1 Kings 9, when Solomon became King he soon began an extensive reorganization of the 
Kingdom and started a massive program to fortify the walls of important cities, especially in those places 
like Megiddo. It was an important city that was strategic for military and commerce purposes, so could 
these stables be the place where Solomon built one of his chariot cities to aid in controlling this trade route? 
The stables discovered here have been dated to the time of King Ahab in the 9th century B.C. but perhaps 
Solomon’s chariot city will one day be found here as well. 


Notes and Reflections:
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Background and Name: 
Here in the middle of the desert there is an oasis of beauty and refresh-
ment, a sort or respite from the arid and harsh climate of the Judean 
Wilderness. En Gedi, means spring of the goats and even today goats can 
be found stopping here to obtain an essential drink of water.  Ein Gedi is 
located on the western shore of the Dead Sea, and is the largest desert oa-
sis in Israel (250 acres). It is watered by four springs. Its fresh waters made 
the settlement possible since ancient times, and was referred several times 
in the Bible as a fertile place. Its importance lies in the fact that David and 
his men came in here in the flight from Saul, and that its environs provided 
vivid imagery for the writing of the Psalms and prophets. 


Location: 
Located some 20 miles due south of Qumran and 
some 11 miles North of Masada, En Gedi must have 
been a spectacular and invigorating sight for a 
weary traveler, especially for someone like David 
who was fleeing for his life.


History: 
(Iron age)

The site was known in the Biblical times as fertile, 
blessed by the spring it is named after.   This area is 
where David hid from the pursuing King Saul (1 
Samuel 23 29: "And David went up from thence, 
and dwelt in strong holds at Engedi"). 

 

Ancient Ein Gedi is located on Tell Goren, a low hill 
(size of 2 dunam - 1/4 acre) on the north bank of 

Nahal Arugot. It was established as a small village in the 7th C BC, during the Judean Kingdom. A seal 
was found bearing the name "Uriyahu son of Azaryahu", perhaps belonging to an official Judean clerk 
around the 6-7th C BC.

The village thrived during the next 14 centuries, expanding into a small city which was located around 
and near the ancient site. A small harbor was located in Ein Gedi, and wood and stones anchors were 
found here on the eastern side of the synagogue. At some times the water level reached and flooded the 
houses of Ein Gedi.

 

Persian/Hellenistic/Hasmonean period 
The Assyrians destroyed the village (still located on Tell Goren) in the 6th C, but it was repopulated after 
the exiles return during the Persian period.  The village continued until the 4th C, then was deserted.

 

The Hasmonean Kings, starting from Hyrcanus I (134-104BC) and especially Alexander Jannaeus 
(103-76), rebuilt the oasis, marking the rise of the new Ein Gedi. They added aqueducts and pools, initiat-

Passage Guidepost: Ein Gedi
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ed the balsam (persimmon) industry, planted trees on the hillsides, and relocated the new village to the north 
of Tell Goren.


Roman period 
The village of Ein Gedi reached its peak during the Roman/Byzantine period, and was a wealthy town, fa-
mous for its dates and rare perfume, which could only be grown in few sites on the Dead Sea shore. The 
new Ein Gedi relocated north-east from Tell Goren, to a ridge between Arugot and David streams, and ex-
panded to 40 dunams (10 acres) - one of the largest villages. The village was densely built, with houses con-
nected to each other. A 2nd C AD Roman bathhouse complex (40 x 5M) was excavated on the sea shore, 
north-east of the city.

Ein Gedi was damaged during the first and second revolts against the Romans (70, 132 AD), but survived 
after a short time. During the first revolt, the village was sacked by their fellow zealot Jews from Masada, 
who filled up their storerooms with the booty from the village.


Byzantine period 
A grand synagogue was excavated inside the ruins of the town. The present structure is dated to the 5th C 
and based on earlier structures starting from the beginning of the 3rd C. The synagogue was destroyed by 
fire in the middle of the 6th C, during the period of Justin II. Thus came an end of 1,000 years of civilization in 
the Ein Gedi oasis, and remained in ruins since then.


Mamlukes, Ottoman and British

In the Mamluke period, during the 13th-14th C, some of the ruined houses were used for temporary resi-
dence, the village never overcame the destruction. During the late Ottoman period there were several 
Bedouin families in Ein Gedi that grew vegetables. 

 

Modern times 
Ein Gedi became part of the newly founded Israel since 1949. A kibbutz was established in 1953, named Ein 
Gedi, on the south side of Nahal Arugot. Being located in the Dead sea depression, it was the lowest agricul-
ture farm in the World (320 under sea level, and 80M above Dead Sea level). A nature reserve field school - 
the first of its kind in Israel - was established in 1960 on the north side of Nahal David, which was located 
until 1967 on the border with Jordan. Ein Gedi became since then a regional center and base for nature 
hikes, camping and swimming.


Biblical History and Significance: 
When David the son of Jesse was on the run from King Saul he found himself taking refuge remote and iso-
lated places in Judea.  Some of those places were strongholds and hiding places in the Judean Wilderness 
(1 Sam. 23:29).  Largely uninhabited and barren, this territory is wedged between the Hill Country of Judah 
and the lifeless waters of the Dead Sea. Some 50 miles long and 10 miles wide, this area of Palestine is 
characterized by a steep descent of rolling hills that begin at around 2,200 feet above sea level and moves 
eastward out of the Hill Country to the lifeless surface of the Dead Sea, which sits 1,310 feet below the sur-
face of the ocean. 


The steep descent means that the further one travels downward the less rain there will be to encounter and a 
traveler would soon find him or herself traversing through a barren and precipitation free environment. When 
rain does occur it quickly runs off the impermeable rock and marl surface and down to the Dead Sea. The 
erosion that has occurred from the rapid run-off of the rain has left behind rounded barren hills with dramatic 
scarps and deep canyons and cliffs. While little vegetation exist, the wilderness nevertheless has a redeem-
ing value in that it is often considered a place of refuge.   


En Gedi must have been a spectacular and invigorating sight for a weary traveler, especially for someone like 
David who was fleeing for his life.  The beautiful cascading waterfalls plummeting from the jagged cliffs of 
the dessert aught to be considered a true in oasis in a barren dessert.  Coming to this place would have pro-
vided David and his men a brief respite. After meandering through the desert your thirst would need to be 
quenched and your body cleansed. Your animals would need watering, your supplies restocked, and you 
would you would need a safe place to shelter during the noon day heat. En Gedi was ideal for meeting these 
needs. 


http://www.biblewalks.com/Sites/Masada.html
http://www.biblewalks.com/Sites/Masada.html
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David and his men would’ve come to these waters to collect every drop of water that they could carry, and 
gather whatever food they could find in this area, as they made their trek up to Masada some 12 miles 
away to find refuge in the stronghold there. They would’ve also spent time in this area here, maybe 
dwelling in the caves, in the stronghold of Ein Gedi, having a resource of water and food to eat. 


As we examine the beautiful waters of En Gedi it is easy to see how David could have been thinking about 
this life giving source when he penned Psalm 63:


O God, You are my God; Early will I seek You; My soul thirsts for You; My flesh longs for 
You In a dry and thirsty land Where there is no water.  So I have looked for You in the 
sanctuary, To see Your power and Your glory.  Because Your loving kindness is better 
than life, My lips shall praise You. Thus I will bless You while I live; I will lift up my hands 
in Your name. My soul shall be satisfied as with marrow and fatness, And my mouth shall 
praise You with joyful lips. When I remember You on my bed, I meditate on You in the 
night watches.  Because You have been my help, Therefore in the shadow of Your wings 
I will rejoice.  My soul follows close behind You; Your right hand upholds me.  But those 
who seek my life, to destroy it, Shall go into the lower parts of the earth.  They shall fall 
by the sword; They shall be a portion for jackals.  But the king shall rejoice in God; 
Everyone who swears by Him shall glory; But the mouth of those who speak lies shall be 
stopped. (Psalm 63:1-11).  


The Judean Wilderness experience for David would have helped to shape the formation and imagery of the 
psalms?

Could it be that the writer of Psalm104 also had this place in mind when he wrote: 


He makes springs pour water into the ravines; 

it flows between the mountains.	 

They give water to all the beasts of the field;

the wild donkeys quench their thirst.	

The birds of the sky nest by the waters;

they sing among the branches.	 

He waters the mountains from his upper chambers; 

The land is satisfied by the fruit of his work.

The high mountains belong to the wild goats;

The crags are a refuge for the hyrax.


A hyrax is a mountain badger, and even today they can be seen among the rocks and hills of this area. It’s 
a beautiful reminder that if these lowly badgers could find refuge in these hills, then most certainly God’s 
anointed, the soon to be King of Israel could also be afforded protection by the one who made these hills 
and springs. While David was in the wilderness God protected him from the wrath of Saul. He sustained 
him through this difficult time and in the process David had to learn to trust in God and to walk by faith.    


Biblical References:  
1 Samuel 23:29, 24:1 - Ein-Gedi was the place where David hid while being pursued by King Saul:

"And David went up from thence, and dwelt in strong holds at Engedi".; "And it came to pass, when Saul 
was returned from following the Philistines, that it was told him, saying, Behold, David is in the wilderness 
of Engedi".

Song of Solomon 1:14  - The vineyards of Ein Gedi (EnGedi) were celebrated in King Solomon's times: 
"My beloved is unto me as a cluster of camphire in the vineyards of Engedi"

Ezekiel 47:10 - This verse is an optimistic prophecy of the Dead sea becoming live again, with abundant 
fish in its waters. Note that Eneglaim may be an ancient city where Qumran is located. "And it shall come 
to pass, that the fishers shall stand upon it from Engedi even unto Eneglaim; they shall be a place to 
spread forth nets; their fish shall be according to their kinds, as the fish of the great sea, exceeding many".

2 Chronicles 20:2 - This verse describes the location of Ein Gedi, since Hazazon means "the middle" (of 
Dead Sea) and Tamar is the area of the Dead Sea (the name of the council that includes Ein Gedi). It is also 
referred in Genesis 14 7 as the area of the Amorites.  "Then there came some that told Jehoshaphat, say-
ing, There cometh a great multitude against thee from beyond the sea on this side Syria; and, behold, they 
be in Hazazontamar, which is Engedi”.
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Bible Geography: 
 

The Judean Wilderness is sandwiched between the crest of the hills of Judah and this Rift Valley. It is pri-
marily composed of Senonian rock formations, chalk marl, and bands of flint. As one moves east through 
the desert the amount of rainfall crops off drastically. The 14 to 28 inches that fall annually on the edge of 
the Hill Country and Judean desert drops off to 4 inches or less near the shore of the Dead Sea. The 
scarcity of rain and the geology of the area makes it impossible to grow crops here. The only place where 
farming is possible is near the western edge of the Judean hills drawing rain from the watershed of the 
Judean Mountains. Because the wilderness was close to population centers such as s Jerusalem and 
Heron, all Judeans were well aware of its impact on their lives.  It is no wonder that the messages of the 
prophets Amos and Jeremiah, who came from Tekoa and Anathoth reverberate with imagery of the 
wilderness. 

   

Bible Archaeology and Significant Discoveries: 
Tell Goren, the site of the Biblical town, was surveyed in the 1875 PEF survey. The Tell was excavated dur-
ing 1961-1965 (B. Mazar). The adjacent Byzantine period synagogue was excavated in 1970-1972 (Barag 
and Porath). Extensive excavations, covering only 10% of the Roman/Byzantine village,  were conducted 
by Hirschfeld (1996-2002 ) and Gidon Hadas (2003-2005). 
Synagogue 
The synagogue is located on the north-east side of Tell Goren. It was first built in the 3rd C AD as a mod-
est structure. The structure underwent a series of renovations during the 4th C and 5th C. It had two 
floors, with a staircase on its northwest wall. The synagogue pillars and walls were covered by plaster and 
painted with color. The floor was covered by a beautiful mosaic carpet.  The Torah Ark was placed in front 
of the north wall, and a rectangular bimah  (platform for the torah reading) was installed.  At the bimah is a 
small mosaic section depicting a peacock in the center of a circle, framed by a square with geometric 
forms. Three small figures of the seven branched menorah (candelabrum) are seen in front of the bimah. A 
hoard of 5,000 coins, a tall bronze menorah, and other artifacts, were found hidden in a niche near the 
ark. The coins were dated up to Justin II (565-578), which date when the synagogue was torched.


Notes and Reflections: 
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Hymn Supplement 

HE COULD HAVE CALLED TEN THOUSAND 
ANGELS  
They bound the hands of Jesus in the garden 
where he prayed 
They led him thru the streets in shame 
They spat upon the savior so pure and free from 
sin They said, "crucify him: he's to blame 

He could have called ten thousand angels To de-
stroy the world and set him free 
He could have called ten thousand angels But he 
died alone, for you and me 

Upon his precious head they placed a crown of 
thorns They laughed and said, "Behold the king" 
They struck him and they cursed him and 
mocked his holy name; All alone he suffered 
everything 
When they nailed him to the cross, his mother 
stood nearby, He said, "Woman, behold thy son!" 
He cried, "I thirst for water," but they gave him 
none to drink, Then the sinful work of man was 
done 
To the howling mob he yielded: he did not for 
mercy cry The cross of shame he took alone 
And when he cried, "It’s finished," he gave him-
self to die Salvation's wondrous plan was done. 


HOW DEEP THE FATHER’S LOVE  
How deep the Father's love for us, how vast be-
yond all measure 
That He should give His only Son to make a 
wretch His treasure 

How great the pain of searing loss, the Father 
turns His face away 
As wounds which mar the Chosen One bring 
many sons to glory 

Behold the man upon a cross, my sin upon His 
shoulders 

Ashamed, I hear my mocking voice call out 
among the scoffers 
It was my sin that held Him there until it was ac-
complished 

His dying breath has brought me life; I know that 
it is finished 
I will not boast in anything, no gifts, no power, no 
wisdom But I will boast in Jesus Christ - 

His death and resurrection 

Why should I gain from His reward? I cannot give 
an answer But this I know with all my heart - 

His wounds have paid my ransom 
Why should I gain from His reward? I cannot give 
an answer But this I know with all my heart - 

His wounds have paid my ransom.


BECAUSE HE LIVES  
God sent His son, they called Him, Jesus; He 
came to love, heal and forgive; 
He lived and died to buy my pardon, An empty 
grave is there to prove my Savior lives! ( 

Chorus: Because He lives, I can face tomorrow, 
because He lives, all fear is gone, 
Because I know He holds the future, and life is 
worth the living, 
Just because He lives! 

How sweet to hold a newborn baby, and feel the 
pride and joy he brings; 
But greater still the calm assurance: this child can 
face uncertain days because He Lives!  (Chorus) 

And then one day, I'll cross the river, I'll fight life's 
final war with pain; 
And then, as death gives way to victory, I'll see 
the lights of glory and I'll know He lives!  (Chorus) 


HOW GREAT THOU ART  
Lord my God, When I in awesome wonder, Con-
sider all the worlds Thy Hands have made; I see 
the stars, I hear the rolling thunder, Thy power 
throughout the universe displayed. 

(Refrain) Then sings my soul, My Saviour God, to 
Thee, How great Thou art, How great Thou art. 
Then sings my soul, My Saviour God, to Thee, 
How great Thou art, How great Thou art! 

When through the woods, and forest glades I 
wander, And hear the birds sing sweetly in the 
trees. 
When I look down, from lofty mountain grandeur, 
And see the brook, and feel the gentle breeze. 
Refrain 
And when I think, that God, His Son not sparing; 
Sent Him to die, I scarce can take it in; 
That on the Cross, my burden gladly bearing, He 
bled and died to take away my sin.  (Refrain) 
When Christ shall come, with shout of acclama-
tion, And take me home, what joy shall fill my 
heart. 

Then I shall bow, in humble adoration, And then 
proclaim: "My God, how great Thou art!" (Refrain)
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TELL ME THE STORY OF JESUS  
Tell me the story of Jesus, write on my heart every 
word; 

Tell me the story most precious, sweetest that 
ever was heard. 
Tell how the angels in chorus sang as they wel-
comed His birth, 

“Glory to God in the highest! Peace and good tid-
ings to earth.” 
Refrain: 
Tell me the story of Jesus, write on my heart every 
word; 

Tell me the story most precious, sweetest that 
ever was heard. 

Fasting alone in the desert, tell of the days that 
are past, 

How for our sins He was tempted, yet was tri-
umphant at last. 
Tell of the years of His labor, tell of the sorrow He 
bore; 

He was despised and afflicted, homeless, reject-
ed and poor. (Refrain) 
Tell of the cross where they nailed Him, writhing in 
anguish and pain; 
Tell of the grave where they laid Him, tell how He 
liveth again. 
Love in that story so tender, clearer than ever I 
see; Stay, let me weep while you whisper, 
“Love paid the ransom for me.” (Refrain) 


AS THE DEER  
As the deer pants for the water So my soul longs 
after You; 

You alone are my heart’s desire And I long to wor-
ship You 

CHORUS: 

You alone are my strength my shield To You alone 
may my spirit yield 

You alone are my heart’s desire And I long to wor-
ship You You’re my friend 
And You are my brother Even though You are a 
king 
I love You more than any other So much more 
than anything  (CHORUS) 
I want You more than gold or silver Only You can 
satisfy 
You alone are the real joy-giver And the apple of 
my eye (CHORUS)


I STAND IN AWE OF YOU  
You are beautiful beyond description 
Too marvelous for words 
Too wonderful for comprehension 
Like nothing ever seen or heard 
Who can grasp Your infinite wisdom? Who can 
fathom the depths of Your love? 

You are beautiful beyond description, Majesty en-
throned above 

And I stand, I stand in awe of You 
I stand, I stand in awe of You 
Holy God to whom all praise is due I stand in awe 
of You! 


JESUS KEEP ME NEAR THE CROSS  
Jesus, keep me near the cross, There a precious 
fountain— Free to all, a healing stream— 

Flows from Calv’ry’s mountain. 

Refrain:In the cross, in the cross, Be my glory 
ever; 

Till my raptured soul shall find Rest beyond the 
river. 

Near the cross, a trembling soul, Love and Mercy 
found me; 
There the bright and morning star Sheds its 
beams around me. (Refrain)

Near the cross! O Lamb of God, Bring its scenes 
before me; 

Help me walk from day to day, With its shadows 
o’er me. (Refrain)

Near the cross I’ll watch and wait Hoping, trusting 
ever, 
Till I reach the golden strand, Just beyond the 
river. (Refrain)


HOLY HOLY HOLY 
1 Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty! 
Early in the morning our song shall rise to Thee. 
Holy, Holy, Holy! Merciful and mighty! 
God in three persons, blessed Trinity!

2 Holy, Holy, Holy! All the saints adore Thee, 
casting down their golden crowns around the 
glassy sea; 
cherubim and seraphim falling down before Thee, 
which wert and art and evermore shalt be.

3 Holy, Holy, Holy! though the darkness hide 
Thee, 
though the eye made blind by sin Thy glory may 
not see, 
only Thou art holy; there is none beside Thee, 
perfect in pow'r, in love, and purity.

4 Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty! 
All Thy works shall praise Thy name in earth and 
sky and sea. 
Holy, Holy, Holy! Merciful and mighty! 
God in three persons, blessed Trinity
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GREAT IS THY FAITHFULNESS 
Great is Thy faithfulness, O God my Father 
There is no shadow of turning with Thee 
Thou changest not, Thy compassions, they fail not 
As Thou hast been, Thou forever will be 
 
Great is Thy faithfulness 
Great is Thy faithfulness 
Morning by morning new mercies I see 
All I have needed Thy hand hath provided 
Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me 
 
Summer and winter and springtime and harvest 
Sun, moon and stars in their courses above 
Join with all nature in manifold witness 
To Thy great faithfulness, mercy and love 
 
Great is Thy faithfulness 
Great is Thy faithfulness 
Morning by morning new mercies I see 
All I have needed Thy hand hath provided 
Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me 
 
Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth 
Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide 
Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow 
Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside 
 
Great is Thy faithfulness 
Great is Thy faithfulness 
Morning by morning new mercies I see 
All I have needed Thy hand hath provided 
Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me


NEARER MY GOD TO THEE 
Nearer, my God, to Thee, Nearer to Thee; 
E’en though it be a cross That raiseth me, 
Still all my song shall be Nearer, my God, to Thee, 
Nearer, my God, to Thee, Nearer to Thee.

Though, like a wanderer, The sun gone down, 
Darkness comes over me, My rest a stone; 
Yet in my dreams I’d be Nearer, my God, to Thee, 
Nearer, my God, to Thee, Nearer to Thee.

There let me see the sight, An open heaven; 
All that Thou sendest me, In mercy given; 
Angels to beckon me Nearer, my God, to Thee, 
Nearer, my God, to Thee, Nearer to Thee.

Then, with my waking thoughts Bright with Thy 
praise,

Out of my stony griefs Bethel I’ll raise, 
So by my woes to be Nearer, my God, to Thee, 
Nearer, my God, to Thee, Nearer to Thee.


OH HEART BOWED DOWN WITH SORROW

O heart bowed down with sorrow! 
O eyes that long for sight! 
There’s gladness in believing; 
In Jesus there is light.


Chorus

Come unto me, all ye that labor 
And are heavy laden and I will give you rest. 
Take my yoke upon you and learn of me; 
For I am meek and lowly in heart 
And ye shall find rest unto your souls.


Earth’s fleeting gain and pleasure 
Can never satisfy: 
‘Tis love our joy doth measure 
For love can never die.


Chorus

His peace is like a river, 
His love is like a song; 
His yoke’s a burden never; 
‘Tis easy all day long.

Chorus


BEYOND THE SUNSET 
Beyond the sunset, O blissful morning, 
When with our Savior heav’n is begun; 
Earth’s toiling ended, O glorious dawning, 
Beyond the sunset when day is done.


Beyond the sunset, no clouds will gather, 
No storms will threaten, no fears annoy; 
O day of gladness, O day unending, 
Beyond the sunset eternal joy!


Beyond the sunset, a hand will guide me 
To God the Father whom I adore; 
His glorious presence, His words of welcome, 
Will be my portion on that fair shore.


Beyond the sunset, O glad reunion, 
With our dear loved ones who’ve gone before; 
In that fair homeland we’ll know no parting, 
Beyond the sunset forever more
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FAIREST LORD JESUS 
Fairest Lord Jesus, Ruler of all nature, 
O Thou of God and man the Son, 
Thee will I cherish, Thee will I honor, 
Thou, my soul’s glory, joy and crown.


Fair are the meadows, fairer still the woodlands, 
Robed in the blooming garb of spring; 
Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer, 
Who makes the woeful heart to sing.


Fair is the sunshine, fairer still the moonlight, 
And all the twinkling starry host; 
Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer 
Than all the angels heaven can boast.


Beautiful Savior! Lord of all the nations! 
Son of God and Son of Man! 
Glory and honor, praise, adoration, 
Now and forever more be Thine.


WHEN I SURVEY THE WONDROUS CROSS 
When I survey the wondrous cross 
On which the Prince of glory died, 
My richest gain I count but loss, 
And pour contempt on all my pride.


Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast, 
Save in the death of Christ my God! 
All the vain things that charm me most, 
I sacrifice them to His blood.


See from His head, His hands, His feet, 
Sorrow and love flow mingled down! 
Did e’er such love and sorrow meet, 
Or thorns compose so rich a crown?


His dying crimson, like a robe, 
Spreads o’er His body on the tree; 
Then I am dead to all the globe, 
And all the globe is dead to me.


Were the whole realm of nature mine, 
That were a present far too small; 
Love so amazing, so divine, 
Demands my soul, my life, my all.


MASTER THE TEMPEST IS RAGING 
Master, the tempest is raging! 
The billows are tossing high! 
The sky is o’ershadow with blackness, 
No shelter or help is nigh; 
Carest Thou not that we perish? 
How canst Thou lie asleep, 
When each moment so madly is threatening 
A grave in the angry deep?


Chorus


The winds and the waves shall obey Thy will, 
Peace, be still! 
Whether the wrath of the storm tossed sea, 
Or demons or men, or whatever it be 
No waters can swallow the ship where lies 
The Master of ocean, and earth, and skies; 
They all shall sweetly obey Thy will, 
Peace, be still! Peace, be still! 
They all shall sweetly obey Thy will, 
Peace, peace, be still!


Master, with anguish of spirit 
I bow in my grief today; 
The depths of my sad heart are troubled 
Oh, waken and save, I pray! 
Torrents of sin and of anguish 
Sweep o’er my sinking soul; 
And I perish! I perish! dear Master 
Oh, hasten, and take control.


Chorus


Master, the terror is over, 
The elements sweetly rest; 
Earth’s sun in the calm lake is mirrored, 
And heaven’s within my breast; 
Linger, O blessed Redeemer! 
Leave me alone no more; 
And with joy I shall make the blest harbor, 
And rest on the blissful shore.


Chorus
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THE GREATEST COMMAND 
ALTO:

Love one another, for love is of God

He who loves is born of God, and knows God

He who does not love does not know God

For God is love, God is love


BASS:

Love bears all things

Believes all things

Love hopes all things

Endures all things


TENOR:

God is love, God is love, God is love

God is love, God is love, God is love

God is love, God is love, God is love

God is love, God is love, God is love


SOPRANO:

Love the Lord thy God with all thy heart

With all thy soul, all thy strength, all thy mind

Love the Lord thy God with all thy heart

For God is love, God is love, God is love


MAGNIFICAT 
Sopranos:  
My soul magnifies the Lord, 
My spirit rejoices in God my savior. 
My soul magnifies the Lord, 
My spirit rejoices in God.

Add Bass:  
Glory be to God the Father 
And glory be to God the Son. 
Glory be to God the Spirit, 
Glory be to God.

Add Alto:  
He has been mindful of His servant, 
He has been mindful of me. 
I will be blessed forever, forever, 
I will be blessed by the Lord.

Add Tenor:  
God alone is mighty, mighty; 
Our God alone has done great things. 
God alone is worthy, worthy; 
Holy is His name.
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Map Supplement 

Arabah, Negeb, Wildernesses
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Old Testament Locations
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New Testament Locations
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Jerusalem in the Time of David and Solomon

Israel Relief Map
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Passion Week in Jerusalem - Movements of Jesus
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Herodian Temple Complex Illustrated

Jerusalem at the Time of Jesus
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Modern Day Jerusalem - Quarters
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Subregions of Israel
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Church of the Holy Sepulcher - Progression from First Century to Present Day
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Archaeological Time Periods 

Ottoman      1517-1917 AD 
Mameluke      1291-1517 AD 

Crusader      1099-1291 AD 
Early Islamic     638-1099 AD 
Byzantine      324-638 AD 

Roman      63 BC - 324 AD 
Hellenistic      332-63 BC 

Persian      539-332 BC 
Iron Age IIC     720-586 BC 
Iron Age IIB     925-720 BC 

Iron Age IIA     1000-925 BC 
Iron Age IB     1150-1000 BC 

Iron Age IA     1200-1150 BC 
Late Bronze Age II    1400-1200 BC 
Late Bronze Age I    1550-1400 BC 

Middle Bronze Age II    2000-1550 BC 
Middle Bronze Age 1     2300-2000 BC 

Early Bronze Age II-III   3050-2300 BC 
Early Bronze Age 1    3300-3050 BC 
Chalcolithic (Copper Stone Age)  4300-3300 BC 

Pottery Neolithic B (New Stone Age) 5000-4300 BC 
Pottery Neolithic A    6000-5000 BC 
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